
   Many of us were taught about 
Black History Month and its im-
portance in American History for as 
long as we can remember. For me, I 
learned about Black History Month 
and heroes of Black History in kin-
dergarten. We had to write a short 
story on our favorite person in Black 
History and I chose Rosa Parks. I 
was so inspired by her standing up 
for herself and where she wanted to 
sit on the bus. Her story, along with 
others in Black History, is one of 
many stories we learn about and re-
member in history. 
      Before Black History Month there 
was Negro History Week, created in 
1926 in the United States. This came 
about when Carter G. Woodson and 
the Association for the Study of Ne-
gro Life and History announced the 
second week of February to be “Ne-

Volume  10, No. 2      February 2021Published by Hazelwood Initiative, Inc. 4901 Second Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15207

By Gerri Tipton

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pittsburgh, PA

Permit No. 5333

Continued on Page Four

Propel Hazelwood Educators Innovate to 
Reach Scholars Virtually

By Rachel Sonnet

Black History Month: Why It’s Important 
and Ways to Celebrate

gro History Week.” This week was 
chosen because it fell on the birth-
days of Abraham Lincoln (February 
12th) and Frederick Douglas (Feb-
ruary 14th). Their birthdays were 
dates already celebrated in black 
communities since the 19th century.  
     Then came Black History Month, 

originated by black educators and 
the Black United Students at Kent 
State University back in February 
of 1969. President Gerald Ford had 
noticed Black History Month be-
ing celebrated all over the country 
in Black institutions and communi-
ty centers. In his words, he “urged 

Americans to seize the opportunity 
to honor the too-often neglected ac-
complishments of Black Americans 
in every area of endeavor through-
out our history” (www.wikipedia.
org). Since 1976, every president 
has declared February as Black His-
tory Month (www.history.com).  
      Black History is just as important 
as any other part of history. In high 
school, when I entered 9th grade, 
they had a separate course called 
Black History class. Even though 
I was excited to have a class dedi-
cated to the origin of my history, I 
was a bit sad that it was separated 
from other history. I never under-
stood why it was like that, and did 
not think much about it until I got 
older. I didn’t make a big deal out 
of it and enjoyed my time learning. 

    Technology continues to play a 
critical role in teaching as Propel 
Hazelwood educators deal with 
challenges posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic. In the spring of last year, 
educators throughout Propel par-
ticipated in virtual professional de-
velopment days to share the best 
practices for online learning and to 
collaborate on creating lessons that 
would continue to interest scholars 
during remote learning.
   Creative Arts classes require 
unique innovation as most of the 
work is hands-on or collaborative. 
Propel Hazelwood’s music educa-
tor, Ms. Hayley Plauger, got cre-
ative with the help of her colleagues 
who recommended a cloud-based 
program called BandLab. Think 
of BandLab as a virtual music lab 
that allows scholars to collaborate 
and engage with each other to cre-
ate music. Ms. Plauger was excited 

to watch her scholars make music 
at home. Some of them were able 
to identify instruments and make 
their own beats. According to Ms. 
Plauger, some scholars became so 
proficient at BandLab they were 
able to “record themselves rapping 
over their newly created beats.” Of-
ten scholars will ask her to play her 
ukulele while they sing. BandLab 

enables Ms. Plauger to deliver the 
individualized education for which 
Propel is known.
   Eriel Bacon, a seventh grade 
scholar, similarly acknowledged 
that he enjoys classes where a com-
bination of technology and instruc-
tor-led material are used. He appre-
ciates that middle school science 
educator, Mr. Harold Schmidt, uses 

the online program ExploreLearn-
ing to teach new material through 
virtual experiments called Gizmos. 
Gizmos enable scholars to explore 
real world scenarios through online 
math and science labs. For example, 
a Gizmo about hurricanes teaches 
scholars how to predict a storm’s 
path based on satellite information. 
Mr. Schmidt introduces lessons and 
then, through ExploreLearning, re-
inforces them with online applica-
tions. Eriel found this learning strat-
egy “easier and more helpful to get 
through the material.”
   Although hybrid and virtual 
learning created unique challenges, 
Propel Hazelwood educators have 
found ways to keep school life and 
academics as normal as possible 
while maintaining a high level of 
scholar collaboration and engage-
ment.

Propel’s K-8 Music Educator, Ms. Plauger, teaching from home.    
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The Homepage encourages all residents of Hazel-
wood, Greenfield, Glen Hazel, Glenwood, Hays, 
New Homestead, and Lincoln Place, along with 
those who have an interest in these communi-
ties, to use this paper as a platform to promote 
resources, events, services, and community ini-
tiatives to further connecrt and strengthen their 
neighborhoods.

The Homepage reserves the right to decide what 
content is appropriate for publication and may 
edit submissions for length or form. The opinions 
expressed, whether by paid advertisement or edi-
torial content, do not necessarily reflect the views 
of this newspaper, the Hazelwood Initiative, Inc., 
the Greenfield Community Association, nor the 
31st Ward Community Action Group. 

The Homepage is published by the Hazel-
wood Initiative, Inc., a community based 

non-profit, and is made possible thanks to 
advertising revenue from local business and 

organizations. 

Editor
Alyse Richmond

Layout
Sarah Kanar

© Copyright 2020 all rights reserved.
Hazelwood Initiative, Inc.

4901 Second Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15207

(412) 421-7234
editor@hazelwoodinitiative.org

Email your letters to:
editor@hazelwoodinitiative.org

Our Mission Statement
       The mission of the Hazelwood Initiative, as 
a community based development corporation, is 
to  build a stronger Hazelwood through inclu-
sive community development.

Hazelwood Environmental
Development Meeting

HOSTED BY HAZELWOOD INITIATIVE, INC

This meeting will be entirely dedicated to planning how to
improve the Hazelwood Greenway using the recently

awarded Trust for Public Lands grant. Which areas should we
focus on? What kinds of improvements would we like to see? 

MONDAY, FEB. 22 6PM - 8PM

https://tinyurl.com/GreenHZ

I still cannot even wrap my head around any of this, but 
February 4th is the third Angel Anniversary of Ray “Skip-
py” Cronin. Skippy was a lifelong resident of Greenfield, 
all his 58 years. He was the true essence of Greenfield’s 
heart and soul. Skippy loved his Co-Go’s coffee and had 
many friends. There was no one that Skippy wouldn’t talk 
to or have a smile or kind word for. Skippy was dedicated 
to his work and his family. He was a hard worker and a 
bad a** with his tree company. He put 100% into every-
thing he did, whether it was tree removal, working at Big 
Jim’s in his early years, the laborer’s union, or his family 
who he cared for deeply. So please, on this day, tell a story 
about Skippy, smile, laugh, do a good deed for someone in 
his honor, as he always helped everyone. Speak his name. 
He so deserves to be remembered and loved. Skippy, I’ll 
love you forever and miss you always, as do your daugh-
ters Nicole and Steph, and your grandkids we raised, Eric, 
Hayden, Lance, and Bella. His light will forever shine and 
guide us all. 

Love you, honey.
—Beth

Remembering Ray
 “Skippy” Cronin
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Houses of Worship

St. Stephen Catholic Church
5115 Second Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-9210

saintstephen@verizon.net
www.ststephen-hazelwood.org

Church of the Good Shepherd
124 Johnston Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-8497

hazelwoodgoodshepherd@gmail.com
www.hazelwoodgoodshepherd.org

Keystone Church of Hazelwood
161 Hazelwood Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-521-3468

First Hungarian Reformed Church 
of Pittsburgh

221 Johnston Avenue
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-421-0279

Holy Cross Evangelical 
Lutheran Chapel

5319 Second Avenue
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-521-0844
www.holycrosspgh.info

Morningstar Baptist Church
5524 Second Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-6269

St. John the Evangelist Baptist
4537 Chatsworth Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-521-0994

info@stjohnpgh.org
www.stjohnpgh.org

St. Rosalia’s Catholic Church
411 Greenfield Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-5766

strosaliaparish@gmail.com
www.strosaliaparish.org

Holy Angels Parish
408 Baldwin Road
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-461-6906
www.holyangelshays.org

Warriors of Holiness in Power
(W.H.I.P. Ministries)
1174 Mifflin Road
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-461-5572
whipwarriors@gmail.com
www.whipministries.org

Praise Temple Deliverance Church
5400 Glenwood Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-277-0113

Mary S. Brown-Ames United Methodist Church
*During construction of new building - 

Temporarily meeting at:
515 West 8th Avenue
Homestead, PA 15120

412-421-4431
info@brightredfence.org
www.brightredfence.org

Squirrel Hill Christian Church
290 Bigelow Street
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-521-2447
www.squirrelhillcc.wixsite.com

COVID-19: Greater Hazelwood Food Distribution COVID-19: Greater Hazelwood Food Distribution 
Center of Life                                         Delivering prepared meals 
                                                                Monday – Friday  from 11am – 1pm
                              412-521-3468 

Community Delivery Hotline                 Grocery delivery 
                                                                412-568-3579

Fishes and Loaves                                   Prepared meals available for pick-up 
                                                                Monday - Friday from 11:30am – 1pm
                                                                Meals-on-Wheels also available for meal deliveries 
                                                                131 E Elizabeth – St. Stephens Pastoral Center
                                                                412-499-4313

Holy Cross Evangelical-Lutheran          Fresh and non-perishable food offered for free everyday
                                                                412-521-0844 / 5319 Second Ave (Opens 9:30am)

POORLAW                                             For Glen Hazel residents - poorlaw@gmail.com
       412-670-8421  or    412-478-8299

Praise Temple Deliverance Church         For Glenwood residents 
                                                                5400 Glenwood Ave 
                                                                412-277-0113                         

Hotlines, Alerts, & General Information
Allegheny County Health Dept.

24/7 hotline:
 888-856-2774

Phone Alerts:
www.alleghenycounty.us/alerts

General Information & Assistance:
Call 2-1-1

OR text your zip code to 898-211 
OR visit PA211sw.org

Center of Life
Covid-19 Online Resource Guide

centeroflifeonline.net/covid

Hazelwood Initiative Community Updates
facebook.com/hazelwoodinitiative

Praise Temple Community Hotline
*Answering M-F, 10am-2pm
Messages returned next day

 412-422-1983
Fountain of Life Church

247 Johnston Ave 
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-422-8794
www.fountainoflifepgh.com

Steel City Church
290 Bigelow Street
Pittsburgh, 15207

803-422-5855
info@thesteelcitychurch.com
www.thesteelcitychurch.com

Remembering Ray
 “Skippy” Cronin
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-  Continued from Front PageCelebrating Black History Month
Usually around this time of year 
there are plenty of events and things 
you can do to celebrate Black His-
tory Month. But, of course, due to 
Covid-19, big events and gatherings 
are kept to a minimum. So, what are 
some ways you can celebrate Black 
History this month? Here are some 
ideas:
    Buy Black art. I’ve recently been 
into buying art and posters for my 
room as decoration. Afrocentric 
pieces are my favorite. The form of 
expression this art provides really 
connects deeply with my spirit. Civ-
il Rights Movement posters are also 
a good idea. You can find these piec-
es anywhere, but my favorite one 
stop shop for everything is Amazon.
Read up on Black History. You 
are never too old to polish up your 
skills and knowledge by reading 
a good book. Look up some Black 
authors—Maya Angelou, Nikki 
Giovanni, Eric Jerome Dickey—or 
biographies of prominent Black fig-
ures, stories of Black History, etc. 
Even if you already know about the 
Civil Rights Movement or Martin 
Luther King, read up on their sto-
ries again, or check out some new 

stories. The same goes with mu-
sic. Who are some of your favorite 
Black artists? What are some songs 
that you like to listen to that inspire 
you the most by Black musicians? 
Music is the way through someone’s 
soul and connects so many people.
   Support a local Black business. 
There are tons of Black businesses 
in the community and online that 
you can support. Whether it’s a small 
mom-and-pop shop or an online 
store, check out a Black business 
that piques your interest. If there is a 
museum open, visit a Black or Civil 
Rights museum. While there aren’t 
any in the area, there is an African 
American museum in Philadelphia 
and the newly built National Muse-
um of African American History and 
Culture in Washington D.C. Now, 
like I said before, due to Covid these 
places may not be open but if you 
get the chance when they open up, I 
recommend visiting them any time 
of the year.
    One last thing you can do to cele-
brate Black History is to engage in a 
healthy discussion about Black His-
tory on social media. Talk about the 
importance of Black History, what 

it means to you, and who inspires 
you. Teach people about Black His-
tory they may not know and the im-
portance of social issues that affect 
Black communities. Black History 
Month is a month of celebrating so 
many great people and things that 
have happened with more history 
being created every day.    

www.facebook.com/groups/aahg-
spittsburgh. Prior to the pandemic, 
meetings were held on the last 
Saturday of every month on the 
second floor of the Homewood 
Carnegie Library on Hamilton Ave., 
from 1pm to 3pm. Now they are 
held over Zoom. Email AAHGS 
President, Marlene Bransom, at 
bransom1@comcast.net to be add-
ed to the email list to receive the 
meeting link and get ready to enjoy 
a year of self-discovery. As we 
say in AAHGS, “You can’t know 
where you’re going until you know 
where you’ve been!” Creating a 
new chapter for this country re-
quires that we take the time to read 
the chapters that were previously 
written. AAHGS can help, and as 
Board Secretary, I am also willing 
to help you. Don’t hesitate to reach 
out with your questions!

   
    While Black History Month 
is often a time to remember our 
nation’s most famous Black he-
roes, it is also a great time for us to 
celebrate those in our own families 
who helped us to become who 
we are today. If you are not quite 
sure how to start, or are looking 
for some new ideas for how to tell 
your family’s story, then joining 
a genealogy society can help! In 
Pittsburgh, there is one group that 
specializes in helping Black fam-
ilies connect with their history: 
The Afro American Historical & 
Genealogical Society (AAHGS). 
Founded in May of 1991, AAHGS 
Pittsburgh is one of 37 chapters 
around the country that dedicate 
themselves to the research, pres-
ervation, and dissemination of 
African American family history 
and contributions of African Amer-
icans to the history of the United 
States. (https://tinyurl.com/About-
AAHGS)  

    The Pittsburgh chapter has been 
particularly active under the leader-
ship of its current president, Marlene 
Bransom, who has published 17 
books on African American deaths 
found in the Pittsburgh Courier 
and Pittsburgh Press newspapers. 
In October of 2014, the Pittsburgh 
Chapter of AAHGS hosted the annu-
al National AAHGS Conference at 
the Doubletree Hotel in Greentree, 
bringing over 200 people from all 
over the country to our region. In 
2016, members assisted reporter 
Cody McDevitt with his research for 
what would become his book “Ban-
ished from Johnstown: Racist Back-
lash in Pennsylvania.” Coincidental-
ly, his presentation at the Carnegie 
Library in Oakland was one of the 
last family trips that our local Ha-
zelwood arts group, Arts Excursions 
Unlimited, took before the pandem-
ic lockdown last March. For more 
than ten years, AAHGS Pittsburgh 
members have served as researchers 
and consultants on the From Slavery 
to Freedom Exhibit at the Senator 
John Heinz History Center. I highly 
recommend you check it out if you 
have the chance!

     AAHGS members come from 
a variety of backgrounds and this 
broad base of combined knowledge 
is one of the reasons that the meet-
ings are so interesting and helpful.          
     If you are having trouble fig-
uring out who your great grand-
mother is, can’t find your great 
uncle on the census, or are thinking 
about taking a DNA test but you 
aren’t sure which one to take, then 
you should go to a meeting of the 
Afro American Historical & Ge-
nealogical Society. Genealogists 
love investigating mysteries! Each 
meeting typically begins with a pre-
sentation to teach members about a 
historical period or research tech-
nique. Then, after the discussion, 
there is a research-sharing period 
where members exchange ques-
tions and stories. This is often an 
exciting period because they know 
that—unlike some of their family 
members—the people in the meet-
ings are eager to both listen to them 
and help them find answers to their 
questions.  
If you are interested in learning 
more about your family history, 
follow the group on Facebook: 

By Tiffany Taulton,
in consultation with 
Marlene Bransom

It’s Time to Celebrate Black Family History
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August Wilson’s Hazelwood: The Place Where Possibility Was Proven

    Did you know August Wilson 
once called Hazelwood home? At 
that time, he was a 13-year-old 
known as Frederick August Kit-
tel, Jr. In 1958, the Kittel family 
moved to Hazelwood. Daisy 
enrolled her son at St. Stephen’s 
school. A 1958 U.S. Directory lists 
“Fred Kittel, Sr., baker, and his 
wife Daisy, living at 185 Flowers 
Ave.” Here, a young “Freddy” 
had his first direct encounter with 
racial prejudice. Frederick, Sr. was 
German and Daisy Wilson, Afri-
can American. They were one of 
the first African American fam-
ilies to live on Flowers Avenue. 
The family was welcomed to the 
neighborhood with a racist mes-
sage. It was attached to a rock and 
thrown through their window. That 
attack let them know they were not 
wanted there.
    Soon after this life-altering 
experience, the family moved to 
4738 Sylvan Avenue. Wilson fin-
ished seventh grade and continued 

through eighth grade at St. Ste-
phen’s. From there, it was expected 
that he would continue to receive 
his education within the Catholic 
School system. For his ninth-grade 
year (1959-60), Wilson was en-
rolled at Central, the city’s leading 
school for boys. There was hardly 
a day when he was not physically 
bullied and/or taunted with racist 
epithets. Freddy left Central for 
Connelly Trade School, but the 
curriculum was unchallenging.
In the winter of 1960, he trans-
ferred to Gladstone High School, 
across the street from his house in 
Hazelwood. Now a tenth-grader, 
he was accused of plagiarizing his 
paper on Napoleon Bonaparte. The 
accusation was made by an African 
American teacher. “One of those 
black teachers who didn’t like 
black people,” as Wilson said. At 
age 15, he secretly dropped out of 
Gladstone School before summer 
vacation. When the school person-
nel didn’t seem to care, he never re-
turned. It was the last of his formal 
schooling.

    For the next several years, 
Wilson educated himself at the 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh’s 
Hazelwood Branch during school 
hours, unbeknownst to his moth-
er. He became an avid reader and 
continued to educate himself there. 
These are Wilson’s own words as 
told in 1999:

"On my way home [to Sylvan 
Avenue] from Lewis Playground 
with a basketball under my arm I 
walked into the Carnegie Library 
on Monongahela Street in Hazel-
wood and it changed my life. At 
age 14, I discovered the Negro 
section with its 30 or so books...
Before I was to discover Langston 
Hughes and Richard Wright and 
Ralph Ellison, I discovered an 
obscure sociological text in which 
I came across the phrase, ‘the 
Negro’s power of hard work.’ I 
wrenched it from its place in the 
text and set it separate in my mind 
in a high place…But one thing I 
took beyond all others is that shelf 
of books gave me the proof that 

it was possible to be a writer...I 
decided that’s what I wanted to be. 
I wanted to see my book up there, 
too."

    In 1963, Freddy left Hazelwood 
for the U.S. Army. He started 
writing poetry and listening to the 
blues. To honor his mother, Freder-
ick August Kittel, Jr. started going 
by “August Wilson” in 1965—the 
same year his father died. By 1973, 
August co-founded his second 
theater group, Ujima. Ujima was 
founded on the philosophical 
ideologies of the Black Freedom 
Movement in the 1960’s. The Glen 
Hazel Recreation Center wanted a 
theater to provide positive activities 
for local youth. It was the perfect 
place for creativity and communi-
ty to come together. Ujima staged 
August’s first “Afro-centric” plays, 
“Recycle” and “The Coldest Day of 
the Year.”

Continued on Page Fourteen

By JaQuay Edward Carter

      

By Tiffany Taulton, Director of 
Community Initiatives

 As your local community devel-
opment corporation, we at Hazel-
wood Initiative, Inc. are working 
every day to make sure that Greater 
Hazelwood maintains its unique 
character as a diverse and close-
knit community that many families 
have called home for generations. 
We are firmly committed to the 
principle of “development with-
out displacement” and that is why 
we have moved swiftly in the last 
seven years to purchase residential 
and commercial properties in the 
neighborhood—making sure that 
they remain under neighborhood 
control and continue to be afford-
able to local residents and business 
owners.
     Sadly, the pandemic that took 
hold of our country last year has 
not only delayed many construction 
projects but also led to the deaths of 
loved ones and left many without 
jobs. Unable to pay their rent, peo-
ple have been forced to leave their 
homes, and thousands more are pre-
dicted to be evicted in the coming 
months. Evictions at any time are 
devastating, but during a pandemic 
they are deadly. A study done last 
fall by University of Pennsylvania 

epidemiologist Michael Levy—be-
fore the new more contagious strain 
of COVID had emerged—showed 
that every 60 evictions led to ap-
proximately one additional death 
as those evicted moved into more 
tightly cramped spaces with other 
family members or shelters. Tens of 
millions are currently expected to 
be evicted nationwide. 
    At Hazelwood Initiative, we are 
working with a multitude of other 
organizations in the city to support 
policies that would protect families 
and prevent eviction. However, we 
also recognize that many of these 
policies are moving too slowly 
and too many people are at risk of 
losing their homes now. For this 
reason, we will continue to dedi-
cate our Neighborhood Investment 
Fund (NIF) program to providing 
COVID-19 emergency relief for 
a second year. The grant, which 
comes from rental income we 
receive from Propel Hazelwood, 
typically provides funding to local 
community groups and business 
owners to support events or busi-
ness expansion. Last year it was 
used to support community orga-
nizations providing food, diapers, 
toilet paper, and cleaning supplies 
to the neighborhood, in addition to 
providing housing and utility assis-

hazelwoodinitiative.org. We will 
also leave some physical applica-
tions at stores along Second Avenue 
as we did last year. However—for 
anyone who can—we would great-
ly appreciate the document being 
completed online, as this will help 
us to process the applications faster. 
The application has been shortened 
and reformatted so that it is easy 
to complete just using your phone; 
you will not need a PDF reader. 
     Once you have completed the 
online application, you must then 
send an email to grants@hazelwoo-
dinitiative.org with your proof of 
identification, residency in Greater 
Hazelwood, income, and need. In 
the subject line of the email, please 
write “YOUR NAME—COVID-19 
Grant” so that it is easier to find. 
Just take a clear picture of your 
documents with your phone or 
make an appointment to scan them 
at our office. It is especially helpful 
if you can attach all the pictures 
or scanned documents in a single 
email.

tance and gift cards to more than 
80 Hazelwood families. This year, 
we are poised to do even more as 
the prolonged health and economic 
crisis has forced many families to a 
financial breaking point.
     Please spread the word! Our 
NIF COVID-19 grant program 
will provide up to $1,000 in rental, 
mortgage, utility, or property tax 
assistance to residents of Glen Ha-
zel and Hazelwood neighborhoods. 
There will also be a limited number 
of gift cards to Giant Eagle, Aldi, 
Walmart, and Target to help fam-
ilies who are not behind on their 
bills but do need help with other 
necessities. To qualify for the grant, 
you must make less than 100% of 
the Area Median Income (AMI). 
New income limits for 2021 will be 
coming out in a few weeks but, to 
give you an idea, the 100% AMI in 
2020 was: $58,100 for a 1-person 
household, $66,400 for a 2-person 
household, $74,700 for a 3-person 
household, and $83,000 for a 
4-person household. The 2021 AMI 
levels will likely be in a similar 
range. We will use the 2020 income 
ranges until 2021 ranges are issued, 
expected in early spring.  
    The application for the NIF 
COVID-19 grant program can      
be found on our website at

Hazelwood Initiative’s COVID-19 Grant is Back!

Continued on Page TwelveIt’s Time to Celebrate Black Family History
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          Lincoln Presbyterian Church,
             1202 Muldowney Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15207

*Monthly meetings every 2nd Tuesday at 7 PM 
Social Hall of LP Presbyterian Church. 

Enter on Cooley Way

31st Ward CAG Corner
Join us for community planning and events, discussion of current concerns and and goals, as well as 

updates from Zone 4 Police, the Office of Councilman O’Connor, and the Mayor’s Office 

Our Mission: 
The 31st Ward Community Action Group 
was established to bring the residents of our 
community together, advocate for the neigh-
borhoods’ needs, and to support the youth, 
veterans, and senior citizens of the 31st Ward 
and surrounding areas.

Contact us: Contact us: 
Email: executiveboard@31WardCag.org     Website: 31stwardcag.org           Find us on Facebook!Email: executiveboard@31WardCag.org     Website: 31stwardcag.org           Find us on Facebook!

31st Ward Flag Fund
Your donation will help our volunteers to install and mantian Ameri-

can flags that line the streets of the 31st Ward. 

Please make checks payable tp the 31st Ward Community Action 
Group and mail to 944 Sunglow St, Munhall, PA 15120. Include a 
return mailing address if you would like a receipt of your donation.

Send a donation via Venmo to @Pgh31stWardCAG 
www.venmo.com/Pgh31stWardCAG3131stst Ward Churches Ward Churches

 Holy Angels Parish Holy Angels Parish
 408 Baldwin Road 408 Baldwin Road
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-461-6906 412-461-6906
 www.holyangelshays.org www.holyangelshays.org

  Lincoln Place Church of the NazareneLincoln Place Church of the Nazarene
  5604 Interboro Avenue5604 Interboro Avenue
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-462-2524 412-462-2524
 www.ipnaz.org www.ipnaz.org

  Lincoln Place Presbyterian ChurchLincoln Place Presbyterian Church
  1202 Muldowney Avenue1202 Muldowney Avenue
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-461-3377 412-461-3377

 Mt. Rise Baptist Church Mt. Rise Baptist Church
  80 Ingot Street80 Ingot Street
 Pittsburgh, PA 15120 Pittsburgh, PA 15120
412-462-8333412-462-8333
  
  Maoz Tzur - Rock of Ages Messianic          Maoz Tzur - Rock of Ages Messianic          
 Jewish Congregation at Lincoln Place Jewish Congregation at Lincoln Place
 Church of the Nazarene Church of the Nazarene
  5604 Interboro Avenue5604 Interboro Avenue
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-609-1117 412-609-1117

  St. John the Baptist Byzantine CathedralSt. John the Baptist Byzantine Cathedral
 210 Greentree Road 210 Greentree Road
 Munhall, PA 15120 Munhall, PA 15120
 412-461-0944 412-461-0944

 Warriors of Holiness in Power  Warriors of Holiness in Power 
 (W.H.I.P. Ministries) (W.H.I.P. Ministries)
 1174 Mifflin Road 1174 Mifflin Road
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-461-5571 412-461-5571

llion-dollar project involving autonomous 
shuttles and a road that would go through 
her neighborhood and part of Schenley Park. 
Warwick says her community does not want 
or need the road, which would permanently 
degrade the park. “With every heavy rain, 
water fills our streets and our homes. Man-
hole covers blow into the air. People have 
been trapped 
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Tuesday - 8:00 AM
Thursday- 8:00 AM
Friday -  8:00 AM
Saturday- 8:00AM

Saturday Vigil- 6:00 AM
Sunday - 9:30 AM

Confession: Saturdays after 8am ‘til 9am

Lincoln Place 
Church of the Nazarene

Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30 AM
Children’s Church - 10:30 AM
Morninig Worship - 10:30 AM

Evening Service - 6:30 PM

Monthly food pantry - 3rd Saturday (8:30 AM)
at Lincoln Place Presbyterian

Need a ride to church? 
Call Darrel at 412-461-6742

Holy Angels ParishHoly Angels Parish

Lincoln Place 
Presbyterian Church
Sunday Worship Service - 9:30 AM

Monday - NA’s 7:00 PM
Tuesday - Senior Lunch & more 12:00-2:00 PM

For more info call: 412-461-3377
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Another name for racial segregation, ___
Crow (3 letters)

1st African American and woman candidate
for U.S. President, _______ Chisholm (7
letters)

MLK called him the "Boy from Troy," late
Congressman, ____ Lewis (4 letters)

Famed African American theater in Harlem
opened on January 16, 1934 (6 letters)

Martin Delany's abolitionist Pittsburgh
newspaper, The _______ (7 letters)

"First Lady of Civil Rights," ____ Parks (4
letters)

Motor City's rhythm and blues record label
of the 1960s (6 letters)

The ____________ Proclamation was
signed on January 1, 1863 during U.S. Civil
War (12 letters)

Civil rights icon, and wife of MLK, Coretta
Scott ____ (4 letters)

___ Turner's Slave Rebellion took place on
August 21, 1831 (3 letters)

1st African American woman to head federal
agency under FDR, Mary McLeod _______
(7 letters)

Congress of Racial Equality (4 letters)

Hazelwood native; won bronze medal at
1948 Olympics, _______ Douglas (7 letters)

1st African American U.S. President,
______ Obama (6 letters)

Civil rights activists who rode buses and
trains into the segregated South, _______
Riders (7 letters)

1st woman of color to be elected U.S. Vice
President, ______ Harris (6 letters)

William Edward Burghardt aka W.E.B.
______ (6 letters)

___ premiered in 1980 as the 1st African
American-owned TV network (3 letters)

United Negro College Fund (4 letters)

Malcolm X was born with this last name (6
letters)

She was known as the "Moses of Her
People," Harriet ______ (6 letters)
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______ vs. Ferguson (6 letters)

Atlantic slave trade was also known as the
______ Passage (6 letters)

Nicknamed "The Greatest," this boxing
champ visited Glen Hazel in 1964. (3 letters)

_________ Truth gave famous "Ain't I A
Woman?" speech in 1851 (9 letters)

In 1955, 14 year-old Chicagoan, Emmett
____, was killed in Mississippi (4 letters)

Historian and scholar, Carter G. _______,
created "Negro History Week" in 1924. It
was a precursor to Black History Month,
which started in 1970. (7 letters)

John C. Peck's ______ House in Downtown
Pittsburgh was reportedly an Underground
railroad "station" (6 letters)

In 1924, this "Black Bottom" singer and
"Mother of the Blues," performed at Hill
District's Lincoln Theater (8 letters)

"I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings" poet,
____ Angelou (4 letters)

The "Little Rock ____," a group of students
who integrated Little Rock Central High
School in 1957 (4 letters)

Author of "The Color Purple," _____ Walker
(5 letters)

1st African American to serve on U.S.
Supreme Court, ________ Marshall (8
letters)

Former Glen Hazel resident, Mary ___
Dudley, was the 1st African American disc-
jockey at Pittsburgh's WHOD (3 letters)

Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(4 letters)

The ______ Renaissance movement is
recognized for its artistic and literary
achievements (6 letters)

Early 1980s music genre and cultural
expression; started in NYC (6 letters)

_____: The Saga of An American Family by
Alex Haley (5 letters)

Former Hill District resident; singer and
actress in "Stormy Weather," ____ Horne (4
letters)

Organizer of Tuskegee Institute, ______ T.
Washington (6 letters)

31

32

34

1st African American U.S. flying squadron of
WWII, Tuskegee ______ (6 letters)

"Ma Rainey's Black Bottom" playwright;
once attended Gladstone and called
Hazelwood home, ______ Wilson (6 letters)

Colorful fabric worn by African royalty (5
letters)

By Andrea Coleman-Betts,
M. Ed.

Community,

This is the challenge of our 
time. How do we stay safe from 
COVID-19 and also be well in 
our community? By “stay safe” 
I mean, how do we keep from 
getting or spreading the COVID 
virus? The answer to this part is by 
wearing masks and staying home 
with our immediate family mem-
bers, avoiding even small family 
gatherings and celebrations, and 
avoiding gathering with friends or 
strangers for community events of 
any kind, including church, sports, 
music and theater. And when we 
go out for essential reasons like 
buying food or paying bills or 
buying medicines, please keep six 

feet from everyone who is in the 
store with you. 

These are the best ways we know 
to keep from catching the virus 
from others who are breathing it 
out with every breath or sentence, 
or from giving it to others if we 
are infected ourselves, and maybe 
don’t even know it. We know that 
the virus travels in the moisture in 
our breath, and if we wear a mask 
the mask can catch that moisture 
and not spread it to others. And if 
we keep our distance from oth-
ers, whatever moisture they give 
off in their breath or their speech 
will drop to the ground before it 
reaches us six feet away. So, wear 
a mask and also keep your distance 
and stay away from gatherings of 
friends and strangers. This is how 
we “stay safe.”

By “be well in our community” 
I mean, how do we keep being a 
community to each other while we 
stay safe by being apart? We are 
a community and we still need to 
look out for each other, to be kind 
to each other and keep on loving 
each other like friends, relatives 
and the Hazelwood community 
does. How can we keep doing these 
things while we stay safe? Here’s 
what Dianne from Dylamato’s Mar-
ket had to say: 

I see this happen every day in my 
store, Dylamato’s Market. We 
require everyone to wear a mask 
and we limit how many people are 
in our store at any one time so we 
can keep our distance—this is how 
we try to stay safe. But at the same 
time, we are not shut down and we 
have customers every day coming 

to buy lunch or buy groceries or 
just pick up some snacks or a soda 
pop. Our customers do stay safe, 
but they also show respect by keep-
ing distance, and they smile to each 
other and check in for the news and 
ask about relatives to show they 
care. Customers are kind in holding 
the door open for others, in quietly 
waiting their turn, in sharing a treat 
with a child, in helping an elder 
with their bags. Some come and 
shop for family or friends so others 
can stay safe at home. We can do 
this: “stay safe” and also “be well 
as a community!” Do your part and 
we will get through this together.  

Thank You and Stay Well,

Stay Safe by Staying Well

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CROSSWORD

By JaQuay Edward Carter

1

2 3

4

5 6

7

8 9

10

11

12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27

28 29

30 31 32 33

34

35

36

37

38

Black History Month Crossword 
By Jaquay Carter

*Answer Key on Page 12*
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Jim McCue (St. Jim the Composter)Jim McCue (St. Jim the Composter)
Composter & Biotech ResearcherComposter & Biotech Researcher
(412) 880-7237(412) 880-7237

Follow Jim online at:Follow Jim online at:
• bioeverything.blogspot.com• bioeverything.blogspot.com
• facebook.com/alllifelover• facebook.com/alllifelover
• • hazelwoodharvestinc.blogspot.comhazelwoodharvestinc.blogspot.com

• hazelwoodurbangardens.blogspot.• hazelwoodurbangardens.blogspot.comcom

The Movement 

   We each live in our own private 
self-created hell. In my opinion, our 
species—unless we change radical-
ly—will soon be pretty much incin-
erated. This is a human-created hell. 
So how are we to look at this ca-
tastrophe? Just as iron as it's heated 
is purified to become the more mo-
lecularly strong steel, we are being 
purified by fire. There is purification 
by water. There is purifying by fast-
ing and praying.
   Tears are cleansing to body and 
spirit. We need to cry. We need to 
not be afraid to cry. We have much 
reason for grief. Years ago, the 

statement “You are going to Hell if 
you...” was heard by many a child. 
But I don't think there is such a thing 
as hell. God, being love, would nev-
er have created hell. I believe we 
put ourselves in purgatory. Purgato-
ry comes from purge and, again, is 
about purification.
    I remember my mother saying, 
“I feel sorry for the kids growing 
up today.” She saw way back then 
things were falling apart. Years lat-
er, Earth's ecosystem is becoming 
less stable by the day. We are, as the 
Hopi American Indians put it, in the 
Great Purification. The Bible talks 

Tears

By Jeff Karwoski

     Did you know that right now there 
is a movement so large it’s sweeping 
across every nation on Earth? This 
movement has succeeded in captur-
ing the attention of people from all 
around the world. Kids are joining. 
People from African tribes and the 
Amazon and Americans are joining. 
There are no fees and everybody 
is welcome. The movement I’m 
talking about, or more specifically 
inviting you to join, is the move-
ment to restore and reshape our en-
vironment into a cleaner safer world 
to live in.
     The movement to restore the en-
vironment is big—really big. There 
are millions of people involved and 
more are joining every day—world 
leaders, dedicated scientists, back-
packers, botanists, tree planters, 
problem solvers, writers and farm-
ers, to name a few. The list goes on 
and on. There are roles and oppor-
tunities within this movement, and 
not just opportunities to volunteer 
to plant trees or clean up rubbish. 
There are jobs available and money 
to be made. Almost every industry 
in the world is shifting, some faster 
than others, towards environmental 
responsibility. There is work to be 
done as new positions become avail-
able in emerging industries. It’s an 
exciting time for people to be able 
to hold more environmentally re-
sponsible jobs and go to workplaces 
where we feel like we did something 
responsible for the world that day.
     Saving enough biodiversity on 
this planet to get out of the jam 

we’re in is going to take an army of 
people. Going beyond that, restoring 
the biodiversity on Earth is going to 
take the largest collective effort hu-
mans have ever participated in. To 
get that job done, we need all hands 
on-deck, or as many hands as we can 
get to help out. Even with millions of 
hands we won’t get the job done, but 
we can give it a good solid start—a 
hard push in the right direction. We 
are the ones who can set the exam-
ple that will be carried out and even 
improved upon by our kids and our 
kids’ kids. Let’s think of ourselves 
as the first responders of this climate 
crisis. We are the people who are 
bold enough to recognize the need 
for change and do something inno-
vative about it.
     That innovation doesn’t come at 
a cost to you. It comes as a reward 
to both you and the environment. In-
novation can be as easy as changing 
your brand of toothpaste to buying a 
filter for your water instead of buy-
ing bottled water. No one can com-
pletely change their lifestyle on a 
dime. I wouldn’t ask you to. It takes 
time to get educated about better op-
tions and how to lower your impact 
on the environment. 
     What is important is to get started. 
Start looking at your impact. Start 
looking at the products you buy. 
Where do they come from? What 
are they made out of? How long will 
you use them and when you’re done 
using them, can they be recycled? 
Considering the amount of stuff 
we buy, it can be overwhelming to 
analyze it all, so don’t worry about 
it. Take a look at some household 
products like paper towels and toi-

let paper. Are you brave enough to 
try a more sustainable brand? There 
are a lot of good quality alternatives 
now and, besides, do we really need 
to be wiping our bottoms with paper 
made out of ancient forest trees? I 
don’t think so. 
    There are sustainable solutions for 
every household product we use to-
day, from cleaning products to food 
wrapping and storage. Most stores 
offer a handful of environmentally 
friendly products, and there are lots 
of choices available online. A quick 
search can point you in the right di-
rection. An even more sustainable 
practice than buying sustainable 
products would be to buy what you 
need second-hand. Use the things 
that are already made. Take a chance 
to peruse your local thrift shop for 
kitchen wares, clothing and that ve-
lour painting you always wanted. 
You’ll be saving money and the en-
vironment at the same time. There 
are ways to change our ways at al-
most every turn. All it depends upon 
is your will. Do you have what it 
takes to take the first step, to make 
one small change? I think you do. I 
think we all do. Remember, it’s not 
about being instantly sustainable. 
It’s about becoming sustainable as 
more products and environmental 
technologies emerge. As time pass-
es, our personal sustainability meth-
ods and goals can improve, which 
will improve our lives and the con-
dition of the Earth in the process.
    Although climate change is push-
ing us to go faster, we should re-
member that restoring the environ-
ment is a marathon, not a sprint. It’s 
not a trend. We have a long way to 

go until the finish line. When you 
join the movement to restore the en-
vironment, I hope you join for life. 
I hope you have the courage to take 
that first step and then take anoth-
er, because that’s how marathons 
are completed. It’s a daunting task 
we have ahead of us but that doesn’t 
mean we can’t have fun doing it. 
Making better decisions for the en-
vironment feels good, and we can 
add up our karma points on the way 
towards a cleaner, greener world to 
live in. 
    In order to see a world trans-
formed, we need to transform our-
selves. Are we only consumers or is 
there more than meets the eye when 
it comes to the human race? Can we 
dare to hope for a transformation of 
the human spirit that will lead future 
generations to care for the planet? 
I like to think so. That’s why I’ll 
be doing what I can in this time of 
climate crisis, little things here and 
there to shave down my impact, 
like planting a garden and trees and 
making sure I buy what I need from 
companies that care. Like I said, “It 
feels good to do good for the envi-
ronment.” That’s why I joined the 
movement—to do something I love 
and help people out. Whatever rea-
son you come up with is fine by me. 
I’m just happy you’re coming along, 
one step at a time. So, welcome to 
the movement! Welcome to a better 
lifestyle, and welcome to the new 
era of people who want to be more 
connected and more responsible for 
the care of this beautiful planet that 
together we share.
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about the apocalypse, followed by 
a thousand years peace. During the 
time of Christ there were terrible 
catastrophes such as wars but there 
were also miracles, as there are in 
present time.  
    It's not just the tomb. It's also the 
womb. One age is gone, another one 
is here. Remember the things that 
have passed and cry. I have a sea 
coral that I think is now likely ex-
tinct. There is plenty of footage of 
animal species that are gone. The 
future is up to us. We are in the age 
of consequences of human actions.   
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professional advancement—ulti-
mately gaining the stability needed 
in their lives to succeed. For Fla-
nagan, there are few better feelings 
than seeing this success play out 
in the real world. “When graduates 
land their first job or earn a promo-
tion or secure their first apartment, 
or even when they come back to us 
looking to hire other CKP grads—
that’s my favorite part of the job. I 
think about the knock-on effect of 
their success—the way it so pos-
itively impacts their families and 
the cumulative impact of that in the 
community.”
    Since 2014, over 300 students 
have graduated from CKP, 93% 
of whom are employed within 30 
days, providing the Pittsburgh food 
service industry with a talented and 
qualified workforce. The impact 
on the local community is already 
evident, as we joined forces with 
the new Woods House pub this past 
November for a new neighborhood 
endeavor. Community Kitchen is 

Jen Flanagan. Described by a long-
time staff member as an “effective 
visionary,” Flanagan sees herself as 
a coach, cheerleader, and an occa-
sional critic. “I always keep one 
eye on where we are going and one 
on where we are now. There are 
very few roles here [at CKP that] I 
haven't done myself at one point or 
another. We are a small nonprofit 
and a lot of our workforce are also 
program participants, so we all 
have to be prepared to jump in and 
help where needed.”
     Thanks to generous support, we 
also provide wraparound services 
for students like case management, 
life skills classes, referrals for sup-
plemental services, transportation 
and uniforms. Offering these re-
sources and removing financial bar-
riers creates more capacity for each 
student to reach their full potential 
to achieve wage progression and 

By Rebecca Sufrin,
Digital Marketing Specialist, CKP

    As with all of us this past year, 
Community Kitchen Pittsburgh 
(CKP) has undergone
many unprecedented and unantic-
ipated changes. From adjustments 
in program capacity to changes in 
staffing, we’d like to reintroduce 
ourselves to the Greater Hazelwood 
community and share some exciting 
updates.
    At CKP, we use food as the 
foundation to change lives and 
strengthen communities by pro-
viding culinary training and job 
placement services to adults who 
are experiencing barriers to em-
ployment. For adults who have 
been out of the workforce or face 
substantial challenges like exiting 
incarceration, transitioning out of 
homelessness, recovering from 
addiction, or overcoming trauma, 
finding a stable job can be extreme-
ly difficult. CKP offers a variety of 
training programs and services—all 
at no cost to participants—that are 
designed to support individuals 
in finding and maintaining stable, 
higher than entry-level positions 
in the food service industry. Un-
like other organizations addressing 
these compounding and complex 
issues, we not only provide food 
for the community, but we use it 
as the foundation to turn it into 
life-changing careers. 
    CKP was founded in July of 
2013 by current Executive Director, 

currently powering the Woods 
House kitchen with graduates of 
our programs. Together, staff and 
graduates will manage kitchen 
operations, prepare all food and 
meals, coordinate menus, and 
more.

Bob Sobocinski, General Manager 
of Woods House, says he has good 
feelings about the future of Woods 
House and its sustaining part-
nership with CKP. “Community 
Kitchen has already made a foot-
print here, and we want to follow 
in those footsteps to be part of the 
Greater Hazelwood community as 
it continues to flourish, while en-
joying every single part of it. This 
is a great neighborhood. It’s pride. 
It’s a great thing.” 

To learn more about our work, 
apply to a training program, 
volunteer, contribute, or
explore upcoming events, visit 
ckpgh.org. 

Community Kitchen Pittsburgh: Cooking Up Opportunity

By Rebecca Kiernan, 
Senior Sustainability Planner, 
Pittsburgh Dept. of City Planning

Hazelwood Initiative, the Ha-
zelwood Greenway Stewardship 
Group and the City of Pittsburgh 
partnered on a grant application and 
have received a $50,000 investment 
from the Trust for Public Land to 
provide community planning and 
resources for the 183-acre Ha-
zelwood Greenway. Pittsburgh’s 
Greenways System was developed 
in 1980 as a way to consolidate 
abandoned properties, mostly along 
steep hillsides, and established a 
permanent conservation easement 
for public use. Volunteer Steward-
ship Groups have been charged to 

the greenways network, helping to 
add capacity to volunteer groups 
and allow stewards to focus on 
the greenways instead of seeking 
funding and being worn down by 
administrative burdens. The City’s 
Greenways 2.0 Plan (tinyurl.com/
PGHGreenways) calls for financial 
investment in the system and the 
creation of a network of Steward-
ship Groups.
     To learn more and get involved, 
join us at Hazelwood Initiative's 
monthly community meeting at 
6pm on Tuesday, February 9th for 
an introduction to the project and 
the partners (bit.ly/2SwPr9k). 

that can also withstand and pro-
vide protection from Pittsburgh’s 
changing climate. The Hazelwood 
Greenway Stewardship Group, 
Hazelwood Initiative, and Depart-
ment of City Planning staff will 
work together with the community 
to determine how the Hazelwood 
community wants to best spend the 
funds. The City will also work with 
departments and partners to lever-
age resources to add to the project 
through a platform of technical 
support options.
    The project is intended to be 
a demonstration of how we can 
all work together to improve and 
value our greenspaces. If successful 
and funded further, City Planning 
would like to replicate it throughout 

maintain the 1,200-acre citywide 
system, which has been unfunded for 
more than 40 years. Over time, the 
stewardship of these properties has 
become overwhelming, with per-
sistent issues of dumping, invasive 
species, and poor ecological health 
and safety.
     The Hazelwood Greenway is the 
largest in the City's system and has 
a dedicated Stewardship Group of 
volunteers, so when the opportunity 
arose to develop a pilot project to 
reinvigorate the City’s greenways, 
Hazelwood seemed like the perfect 
place to start. This initial investment 
in the Hazelwood Greenway Stew-
ardship Group will fund and empow-
er residents to create safe, high qual-
ity, nature-filled community assets 

Hazelwood Greenway Stewardship Group Partners with the City of 
Pittsburgh to Receive $50,000 Grant from Trust for Public Land 

Continued on Page Twelve

Jen Flanagan, Community Kitchen’s 
Executive Director  

Student, Xylina Hairston, making
challah.     

Chef Jeff Berkowitz and Serontae Carpen-
ter-Williams (Kitchen Lead) making cinna-
mon sticky buns.    
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Wheatley Sworn into Office, Returns with New Chairmanship
State Rep. Jake Wheatley, D-Al-
legheny, has been sworn in for an-
other two-year term in the House 
and has also been named as the 
Democratic chairman of the House 
Professional Licensure Committee. 
He previously served two terms as 
Democratic chairman of the House 
Finance Committee.

“I’m looking forward to working 
with my colleagues on several 
issues—among the most urgent 
is securing much-needed relief 
for residents and minority-owned 
businesses who continue to be 
adversely impacted by the ongoing 
pandemic,” said Wheatley. “I’ve 
seen firsthand how the pandemic 
has led to extreme stress and anxi-
ety, especially for people who want 
to work and have either struggled, 
due to no fault of their own, to 

get or renew the proper licensing 
for their respective occupations. I 
see this committee being among the 
most vital in directly impacting our 
workforce. A strong workforce is go-
ing to be the foundation toward our 
state’s recovery, and we need to do 
all we can to make the licensing pro-

cess for employees and businesses 
as smooth and efficient as possible 
to keep Pennsylvanians working.”
Wheatley added that, based on 
a recent national study, 41% of 
Black-owned businesses, 32% of 
Latino-owned businesses and 26% 
of Asian-owned businesses shut 

Rep. Wheatley being sworn into office in the House chamber.

The PA House Democratic Cau-
cus leadership team issued a joint 
statement today as state legisla-
tors formally began the 2021-22 
Legislative Session:

“With 202 members of the House 
of Representatives due to be 
sworn in, we celebrate the diver-
sity of our great state and reflect 
on the shared values common to 
almost all Pennsylvanians. Yet we 
also mourn the tragic loss of Rep-
resentative Mike Reese, whose 
sudden passing reminded all of us 
how precious life is.

“The importance of the top prior-
ities that House Democrats have 
consistently promoted—good 
jobs with fair pay, quality schools, 
affordable housing, accessible 
health care, a safe environment 
and protection of democracy—are 
being highlighted and tested in 
many ways during this devastat-
ing pandemic.

“We see the beginning of this new 
legislative session as a chance to 
elevate people over partisanship 
and make gains toward these 
common goals in all of Pennsyl-
vania’s unique communities—east 
and west, large and small, urban, 
suburban and rural.

“Democrats in the House hope that 

our Republican partners will work 
with us to help people stay in jobs, 
get back to work and go to school 
safely; equip healthcare workers 
properly to battle this pandemic; 
ensure Pennsylvanians are not 
evicted from their homes in the 
middle of a public health crisis; 
and send targeted relief to the many 
businesses ravaged by this pandem-
ic.

“We saw firsthand in 2020 what can 
happen when parts of the govern-
ment don’t work efficiently for the 
people. Unacceptable delays to 
working people who needed the 
safety net of unemployment com-
pensation, failure to get available 
federal funds to those at risk of los-
ing their homes, and insufficient aid 
for small-business owners forced to 
suspend operations.

“With more bipartisan coopera-
tion in 2021, aided greatly by a 
new administration leading federal 
efforts, we can craft better policies 
for those who are relying on this 
kind of help to survive. With more 
collaboration and less confronta-
tion, we look forward to acting with 
our colleagues to help people get 
back to work, fully reopen schools 
sooner, and provide crucial support 
to the many individuals and local 
businesses that are pillars of our 
communities.

“Prioritizing the success of our 
students and teachers is more im-
portant now than ever. Regardless 
of zip code, students and teachers 
deserve access to resources that 
help them acquire the skills to 
grow a strong work force of the 
future. This pandemic highlighted 
inequities in our system and we 
must work toward fairly funded 
Pennsylvania schools, especially as 
teachers struggle to keep students 
in the classroom both virtually and 
physically.

“Our frontline workers remain at 
the forefront of this pandemic, 
ensuring that we all receive med-
ical care and have access to the 
supplies and transportation neces-
sary to maintain as normal a life 
as possible during one of the most 
challenging times in our nation’s 
history. We are eternally grateful 
for the sacrifices they make to do 
their jobs and will strive to ensure 
they are adequately compensated 
and appreciated for the contribu-
tions and sacrifices they make.

“In time, there will be an end to this 
pandemic, with the help of vac-
cines and maintaining the practices 
of masking up, handwashing and 
social distancing.

“The beginning of a new session 
is a reminder that people from 

across the state elected 203 of us to 
work together in Harrisburg to find 
meaningful solutions to many prob-
lems and to make our communities 
stronger. Let’s do that work. House 
Democrats proudly embrace this 
challenge as we embark on a new 
year. It is no exaggeration to say 
lives and livelihoods depend on it.” 

The PA House Democratic Caucus 
leadership team includes:

Leader Joanna McClinton, 
Philadelphia and Delaware County

Whip Jordan Harris, 
Philadelphia 

Appropriations Chairman Matt Bradford, 
Montgomery County 

Caucus Chair Dan Miller,
 Allegheny County 

Caucus Secretary Tina Davis, 
Bucks County 

Caucus Administrator Mike Schlossberg, 
Lehigh County 

Policy Chairman Ryan Bizzarro, 
Erie County

Pa. House Democratic Caucus
www.pahouse.com

House Democrats Pledge ‘People Over Partisanship’ 
in 2021-22 Session

down between February and April 
2020, compared to 17% of white-
owned businesses during that same 
time period.

Wheatley was first elected to the 
Pennsylvania House of Represen-
tatives in 2002, taking office at 
the start of the 2003-04 legislative 
session.

State Rep. Jake Wheatley
D-Allegheny
www.pahouse.com/Wheatley

CONTACT: Tara Mead
House Democratic
Communications Office
717-884-3133
tmead@pahouse.net

CLASSIFIEDS
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Abriola’s Auto Parts......................................................(412) 421-8100
Allegheny Fence............................................................(412) 421-6005
Automotive Medic........................................................(412) 422-2886
Brad Rosen Landscaping.............................................(412) 421-4330
C&D’s Kitchen...............................................................(412) 224-2658
Carpets & Things..........................................................(412) 401-8049
Christian Cleaning Services........................................(412) 781-5989
Colwell Automotive......................................................(412) 422-2658
Community Kitchen Pittsburgh.................................(412) 246-4736
Dylamato’s Market........................................................(412) 521-1351
Easy Does it Lawn Care...............................................(412) 708-3586
Elevationz:  MoNae’s Hair Studio , Killa Kutz , New 2 You     &

The Diamond Room...................................................(412) 235-7033 
Elizabeth Pharmacy......................................................(412) 421-0114
Elmer Herman Funeral Home....................................(412) 521-2768
Floriated Interpretations..............................................(412) 607-7886
General Contractor - Mike Lignini............................(412) 600-1969
Graphics 22 Signs, Inc..................................................(412) 422-1125
Gray’s Tidy Up Services...............................................(412) 819-5597
Greenfield Jewelers.......................................................(412) 904-3589
Halbleib’s Auto Body....................................................(412) 422-4665
Hazelwood Family Health Center..............................(412) 422-9420
Inspirational Wear.......................................................(412) 218-4782
Italian Village Pizza......................................................(412) 521-1900
Marks Fantastic Photos................................................(412) 403-9247
MDT Home Remodeling & Repair............................(412) 467-9577
Jimmy Cohen Plumbing,Heating and Mechanical..(412) 421-2208
John D. O’Connor & Son Funeral Home..................(412) 521-8116
Jozsa Corner Hungarian Restaurant..........................(412) 422-1886
K & M Clean Fix LLC (Handyman Services).............(937) 369-8364
K & T Cleaning..............................................................(412) 337-7903
Key Bank ........................................................................(412) 422-7420
Kruszka’s Auto................................................................(412) 521-8911
La Gourmandine............................................................(412) 291-8146
Lytle Cafe........................................................................(412) 421-4881
Odell Minniefield Construction and Services.............(412) 421-6662
Phyl’s Cleaning and De’cor............................................(412) 708-3586
The Pittsburgh Stop........................................................(412) 969-7488
Reed’s Sweet Treats.........................................................(412) 449-9338
Renee’ Roma Personal Training....................................(412) 443-6957
Rite Aid............................................................................(412) 421-6948
Smuts Brothers Debris Removal...................................(412) 512-7739
We Care Chiropractic.....................................................(412)-521-8890
Webster Electric..............................................................(412)-290-1112

Want your business listed for FREE?
Call 412-421-7234 or email skanar@hazelwoodinitiative.org

Support Your
Local businesses 

February 2021 February 2021

THE NEW ELMER L.
HERMAN FUNERAL
HOME

*NEW LOCATION*

828 Richford Street at
Commonwealth Ave.
Duquesne, PA 15110
JOHN BAUER- DIRECTOR
TEL: 412-521-2768
CELL: 412-475-4381

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

FREE Lunch program. Grab-and-Go.
Monday - Friday 11:30 AM to 1 PM

131 E. Elizabeth St.
Contact: Dcn. Tom Berna 

Number: 412-499-4313
Email: FLCM5000@gmail.com

Website: www.fishes-and-loaves-hazelwood.org

Fishes & loaves Ministries

The Hazelwood Night Market, Support Arts Excursions Unlimited in its effort
to raise money to buy a van.

February 11, 2021 -  5pm - 8pm,
Spartan Center: 134 E. Elizabeth St.

For more info or to donate:
Contact: Joe Hepner

Number: (412) 628-6499.
Website: www.artsexcursionsunlimited.com

 

Arts Excursions Unlimited

Celebrate Black History Month with Hazelwood Initiative! Play games. Read
poetry or excerpts of your favorite Black authors. Family-friendly event!

February 17, 2021
Location: https://tinyurl.com/blkhistory2021

Contact: Tiffany Taulton ttaulton@hazelwoodinitiative.org
Website: www.hazelwoodinitiative.org

Hazelwood Initiative

Events
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By Alfred Dirosa

HI Grant -  Continued from Page Five

The first working group meeting for 
planning the greenway improve-
ments will take place during the 
monthly meeting of the Hazelwood 
Environmental Development Com-
mittee at 6pm on Monday, Febru-
ary 22nd (tinyurl.com/HZGreen). 
Please note that links are case sen-
sitive. All are welcome to attend!

About the Trust for Public Land 
The Trust for Public Land creates 

Hazelwood Greenway -  Continued from Page Nine

By Gerri Tipton

Here is a list of proofs you can 
send:

1.) Proof of identification: State ID, 
passport
2.) Proof of residency in Hazel-
wood: State ID, a recent bill in 
your name
3.) Proof of income: W-2 tax form, 
pay stubs, Social Security letter
4.) Proof of need: a recent utili-
ty bill, mortgage bill, tax bill, HI 
COVID-19 Grant Landlord Agree-
ment 

     The HI COVID-19 Grant Land-
lord Agreement can also be found 
on our website: hazelwoodinitia-
tive.org You will need to provide 
one proof from each of the four 
categories. Once we have received 
your application and documents, it 
will typically take about two weeks 
for a check to be sent. If you have 
any questions, feel free to email 
us, or call the office at (412) 421-
7234. For those needing greater 
assistance, you should also call 211 
to see if you qualify for the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority’s (URA) 
Housing Stabilization Program or 

its Eviction Prevention Program. 
These programs offer up to three 
months of rent assistance, utility 
assistance, and legal fees—a max-
imum of $3,000. If a tenant prefers 
to move in order to reduce costs, 
then the URA can provide move-in 
assistance: first and last month’s 
rent, security deposit, and utility 
deposit. For more information on 
all of the URA’s Housing Opportu-
nity Fund programs, you can go to 
their website www.ura.org/pages/
housing-opportunity-fund-pro-
grams.
     Times have been tough but we 
will make it through! Please share 
the information in this article so 
that everyone knows about the help 
that’s out there. And, please, don’t 
hesitate to call Hazelwood Initia-
tive or email me if you need help: 
ttaulton@hazelwoodinitiative.org. 
If I can’t help you, I will do my 
best to connect you with someone 
who can!

Hazelwood Riverfront Master Plan- AJ Schwartz of
Environmental Planning & Design with Amy Camp of
Cycle Forward 

Hazelwood Greenway Improvements - Rebecca
Kiernan, Principal Resilience Planner at the
Pittsburgh Department of City Planning

Jobs with Landforce - Thomas Guentner,      
 Director of Land Stewardship 

Hazelwood Initiative - Updates 

Community Announcements

VIRTUAL COMMUNITY

MEETING

TOPICS & SPEAKERS

Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://bit.ly/2SwPr9k

CALL IN TO LISTEN: (646) 558-8656
Meeting ID: 853 9182 9343   Passcode: 796212

GREATER HAZELWOOD

Tuesday
Feb. 9th

6pm - 8pm

Drawing for
 $25 gift cards

 at the end of the
meeting!

 

Meetings every 2nd 
Tuesday of the month!

Hazelwood in Black History
By Andrea Coleman-Betts, M.Ed.

    As I set up my agenda for Black 
History Month, I think of being a 
young black child growing up in 
Hazelwood and going to schools 
that never offered any classes on 
Black History. Yet, I learned from 
a different source: the community 
of Hazelwood and the men and 
women I witnessed working in the 
community and sharing the good 
they had to offer us. So, today I 
give them the recognition in Black 
History 2021 here in Hazelwood—
or Hazelwood in its own history.

If you recognize any of these 
names, research and see for your-
self who they were. I am not going 
to suggest how to get your informa-
tion—that's up to you.

John Robinson, Sr.
Mary Fuller, 8/15/1932 - 1/28/2020
Odell Minniefield, 10/22/1949 - 
9/29/2015
Ron Stevens (Donnie), 4/6/1949 - 
1/14/2020
Percy Coles, Sr., 8/16/1923 - 
2/23/2001

I also recommend the following:

“Autobiography of Miss Jane Pitt-
man”
The Autobiography of Miss Jane 
Pittman is a 1971 novel by Ernest J. 
Gaines. The story depicts the
struggles of African Americans as 
seen through the eyes of the narra-
tor, a woman named Jane
Pittman. 

“Fences”
Fences is a 1985 play by American 
playwright August Wilson. Set in 
the 1950s, it is the sixth in Wilson's 
ten-part “Pittsburgh Cycle.” Like 
all of the Pittsburgh plays, Fenc-
es explores the evolving African 
American experience and examines 
race relations, among other themes.

There will be a variety of more 
commercialized products to choose 
from on Black History recognition, 
and you will even have your own, 
but always think about us here in 
Hazelwood.

parks and protects land for people, 
ensuring healthy, livable commu-
nities for generations to come. 
Millions of people live near a Trust 
for Public Land park, garden, or 
natural area, and millions more 
visit these sites every year. To 
learn more: www.tpl.org 

Crossword Puzzle Key
Down:
1. CORE 
2. SCLC
5. Shirley
7. Nat
8. Freedom
10. Mystery 
11. Dee
13. Sojourner 
17. John
19. Ali
22. Airmen
23. Thurgood 
24. Barack
25. BET
26. Lena
30. Alice
31. August 
32. Little 
33. Motown 
35. Maya
36. Till

Across:
3. Roots
4. Oyster
6. UNCF
9. Jim
12. Rosa
14. Middle
15. Woodson
16. Herbert 
18. MaRainey
20. HipHop
21. Emancipation 
24. Booker
25. Bethune
27. Harlem
28. Kente
29. Kamala
31. Apollo 
34. King
37. Nine
38. Dubois 
39. Plessy 
40. Turman
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Free Naloxone Mailing Project Fighting Overdoses 
Launches in Pennsylvania

Prevention Point Pittsburgh (PPP), 
a non-profit providing harm reduc-
tion services and supplies since 
1995, has partnered with Next 
Harm Reduction, a New York based 
non-profit, to launch, in Pennsylva-
nia, the country’s first free, online, 
mail-based naloxone distribution 
program: NEXT Distro. Naloxone 
(also known by brand name “Nar-
can”) is a medication that can quick-
ly reverse opioid overdose, saving 
lives.   

PPP began distributing naloxone 
in 2005 and distributed over 8,000 
doses in 2020 in the Pittsburgh area. 
Naloxone distribution has been part 
of the state response to the opioid 
crisis since 2016 through statewide 
standing orders issued by the Sec-
retary of Health, but PPP/NEXT re-
duces barriers for people who may 
not have access to this life-saving 
medication.

Pennsylvanians using NEXT Distro 
receive online video training to ad-
minister naloxone and can request a 
naloxone kit by mail at no cost. Re-
quests are confidential and fulfilled 
without any contact with insurance 
companies, providing direct access 
to naloxone for those most likely to 
witness an overdose: people who use 
drugs, and their friends and family. 

The PA Department of Health re-
ported over 4,300 overdose deaths 
in 2019, and nearly 15,000 between 
2016 and 2018. Despite a small de-
crease in 2018, overdose deaths rose 
5.5 percent in PA between April 
2019 and April 2020.  PA remains 
among ten states with the highest 
opioid use and overdose rates, ac-
cording to the CDC.

Alfred DiRosa, Pennsylvania Coor-
dinator for the project, says: “There 
were more than 80,000 overdose 
deaths in the U.S. in the past year, 
breaking all records. In the mid-
dle of a pandemic, we continue to 
deal with another epidemic, which 
COVID has exacerbated. Lock-
downs and limiting in-person ser-
vices are necessary to slow infec-
tions, but economic uncertainty and 
social isolation increase the risk of 
overdose and have made naloxone 

harder to obtain.”

Over 400 pharmacies across PA par-
ticipate in the state standing order 
for naloxone, but factors such as 
stigma, geographic distance, lack of 
insurance, and out-of-pocket costs 
remain obstacles for individuals 
seeking naloxone. 

In rural areas, travel distance can 
limit access. Negative community 
perceptions can influence a pharma-
cy's decision to carry naloxone. In 
smaller communities, people may 
fear stigma associated with drug use 
if they are seen getting naloxone. By 
offering direct, online access, NEXT 
provides naloxone in communities 
where the medication may be scarce 
and provides it without stigma, so 
individuals can easily get the harm 
reduction supplies they may need to 
save a life. 

According to Kassandra Frederique, 
Executive Director for the Drug 
Policy Alliance, “the overdose crisis 
is everywhere, but life-saving inter-
ventions are not. I applaud NEXT 
Distro for standing in the gap and 
creating solutions for hard-to-reach 
areas. Harm reduction is not just for 
densely populated areas of the state; 
it has to be everywhere and for ev-
eryone or it’s not harm reduction.”

About Prevention Point 
Pittsburgh
Prevention Point Pittsburgh (PPP) is 
a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to providing health empowerment 
services to people who use drugs. To 
learn more and to locate a PPP site 
near you, please visit www.pppgh.
org

About NEXT Distro
NEXT Distro is an online and mail-
based harm reduction platform de-
signed to reduce opioid overdose 
death, prevent injection-related dis-
ease transmission, and improve the 
lives of people who use drugs. If you 
would like to request free naloxone 
from NEXT, please visit www.next-
distro.org/pennsylvania 

Contact:  
Alfred DiRosa                 Alice Bell
412-818-9642           412-247-3404
alfred@pppgh.org | abell@pppgh.org 

By Alfred Dirosa

Hazelwood Resident Starts Cleanup in the Community

    Neighborhood cleanups have 
been a community-focused activity 
for quite some time now. I remem-
ber when I was younger, I would 
see groups of volunteers come 
together to keep the neighborhood 
nice and clean. Now, Hazelwood 
resident Valerie Testa, would like 
to keep up the tradition of keeping 
Hazelwood clean. Testa has only 
been living in Hazelwood for the 
last 5 years, but she values the op-
portunity to get involved by helping 
address some things in the com-
munity plan. It was while taking a 
walk one day she noticed—after the 
snow melted—how much litter was 
exposed. 
    “I just thought it would be nice 
to try and get some folks together 
to pick up some stuff,” said Testa. 
She then put a post on the Hazel-
wood Urban Ad group on Facebook 

about the litter, and it was received 
by one of the community partners at 
Grounded, who then put the effort 
into the Mission Continues. Not 
long after that, volunteers, nonprofit 
organizations and a few Hazelwood 
residents came together to start the 
initial cleanup. “It was very last min-

wants to get feedback from resi-
dents about areas near them that 
need attention. “We’re early into 
the year, and I want to get some 
of these spaces cleaned up before 
some of the vegetation grows back 
and the trash gets buried again. 
That is my goal.” With Hazelwood 
being one of the areas in Pittsburgh 
going through a development pro-
cess, it’s important to have upkeep 
for residents and visitors.
    “I don’t want a developer to 
come into the area and think that no 
one cares about the neighborhood. 
I just want the community to know 
that their space is being looked 
after, and they’re not just dumping 
sites.” The Hazelwood Local—a 

ute; it was announced on a Monday 
in that Facebook group and we were 
able to pull all of that together by 
Saturday. We collected over a dozen 
contractor bags full of debris, so that 
kind of started the conversation of 
upcoming opportunities.”
    Through The Homepage, Testa 

By Gerri Tipton

Continued on Page Fourteen

Volunteers gather after a local cleanup.   
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group tied to the Hazelwood 
Green—funded a cleanup that is 
going to take place on February 
20th at 10am. “We’re asking for 
residents who are interested in par-
ticipating to come out. The goal is 
to hit 8 to 10 different areas in the 
neighborhood to pick up litter.”
      Future cleanups will be held 
once or twice a month. Testa is 
hoping they can have a commu-
nity member as a contact to make 
it easier for people to engage and 
know that someone is working 
on getting stuff done in the com-
munity. “We would like to have a 
collaborative effort that’s led by 
the community. I really want to 
hear from residents on areas that 
concern them that we don’t see or 
miss on this cleanup, and some-
thing we can maintain throughout 
the season.”
      While there are some high-
end residential areas that have 
landscapers or litter patrol crews 
come on a weekly basis, Hazel-
wood unfortunately does not have 

that opportunity. “When something 
needs to be done, residents do it 
themselves. Testa states, “We don’t 
have crews coming around to pick 
stuff up, so to have this opportunity 
with volunteers is pretty cool. The 
trash becomes part of our collective 
landscape and we get use to it, and 
I don’t want that to happen. I feel 
like if we are all involved at the 
ground level with something this 
basic, it can make us more aware of 
what is going on in the community. 
I’m excited to see where this goes.”
      Hazelwood Local will be 
holding their first event on Feb-
ruary 20th at 10 am. Along with 
light refreshments, they will be 
providing the community with tools 
for upcoming events such as trash 
bags, gloves, rakes, etc. If your 
area needs attention, please contact 
Valerie Testa at valerietesta@gmail.
com. To register for the February 
20th event, contact Ashley from 
Grounded at ashley@groundedpgh.
org. 

-  Continued from Page ThirteenCleanup August Wilson -  Continued from Page Five

    By 1989, August received the 
Pulitzer Prize and critical acclaim 
for “Fences.” The play went on to 
gross 11 million dollars in its first 
run on Broadway. He was hot and 
in demand. This is around the time 
when he made local history. 
    The Carnegie Library of Pitts-
burgh awarded Wilson its first and 
only high school diploma. The 
award read, “This certifies that 
August Wilson has satisfactorily 
completed the Course of Study and 
is therefore entitled to this diplo-
ma.”
     The community of Hazelwood 
shows up in two out of ten of his 
Pittsburgh Cycle series of plays. 
Once in “Joe Turner’s Come and 
Gone” (1984) and again in “Gem of 
the Ocean” (2003). The former has 
several references to the Mononga-
hela River and the steel industry. It 
also mentions “Scotch Bottom,” an 
old part of Hazelwood that was de-
molished in the 1950s. In “Gem of 
the Ocean,” an incident at the local 
steel mill has ignited the African 
American community. The story’s 
plot seems to have been inspired by 
the mills in Hazelwood.
     In “Joe Turner’s Come and 
Gone,” Wilson’s character, Ruth-
erford Selig, who also appears in 
“Gem of the Ocean,” says: “I been 
upriver. All along the Mononga-
hela. Past Rankin and all around 
Little Washington. I found Sadie 

Jackson up in Braddock. Her moth-
er’s staying down there in Scotch 
Bottom. She said she hadn’t heard 
from her.” “Joe Turner's Come and 
Gone” is the second in a series of 
Wilson's “The Century Cycle,” 
which chronicled the struggles and 
lives of African Americans in the 
20th century. The major themes 
in “Joe Turner's Come and Gone” 
are identity, migration, and racial 
discrimination. These are recurring 
themes Wilson tends to use in many 
of his plays.
    Though he died in 2005 at 60, 
Wilson remains relevant. He got 
a star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame in June of 2020. His play, 
“Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom” was 
adapted into a film, shot in Wil-
son’s hometown of Pittsburgh, and 
was released on Netflix this past 
December. On January 28, 2021, a 
USPS Forever stamp was dedicated 
in honor of the legendary play-
wright.
    His time in Hazelwood had a 
profound effect on his personal and 
professional life afterwards. It is 
the place where he first experienced 
the pain of prejudice, discovered 
his true potential, and proved it was 
possible to do the impossible. Our 
community’s history is rich and full 
of hidden gems. The fact that Au-
gust Wilson once called Hazelwood 
home only adds to its richness.   
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Suddenly Swinburne: Proposed Shuttle Expansion 
Route Threatens Homes

    Developers of the controversial 
Mon-Oakland Connector (MOC) 
aren’t deterred by years of set-
backs—including widespread com-
munity opposition and City Council 
passing a 2021 budget amendment 
that shifts funds away from build-
ing the new shuttle road through 
two Pittsburgh neighborhoods and 
Schenley Park. If anything, plans 
presented by the Department of 
Mobility and Infrastructure (DOMI) 
and Almono Partners at their last 
public meeting show a stronger 
resolve to eliminate all obstacles in 
the MOC’s path.
    Slide 11 maps the proposed 
phase 1 MOC route, which ends 
abruptly as it enters The Run from 
Schenley Park. Residents were 
left in the dark about the path of 
shuttles through their small neigh-
borhood. Although this meeting 
marked the first time an Almono 
Partners representative was on hand 
to answer questions about the shut-
tle service they plan to run on the 
road, they did not show The Run in 
their presentation, either (see slide 
37).
    The "Swinburne connector" 
(slide 22) climbs a landslide-prone 
hillside and merges with Swinburne 
Street for access to Swinburne 
Bridge. An FAQ on DOMI’s web-
site says this additional road would 
“have a path width of 16 feet with 
2-foot buffers on each side.” Long-
time followers of the MOC debacle 
and Run residents find this phase 2 
plan equally troubling for several 
reasons. For context, we revisit 
a January 2018 public meeting 
DOMI organized to “share the 
potential alternative routes” for the 
MOC. Run residents had no trust 
after learning of the plan from a 
2015 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article 
touting an already-submitted grant 
application that turned out to be 
fraudulent. DOMI, created in 2017, 
claimed they were pushing the 
restart button on the MOC concept 
and seeking input from affected 
communities.
    Michael Baker Corporation 
presented six routes at the meet-
ing, including five community 
suggestions that left Schenley Park 
undisturbed. Attendees reported 
that the exercise seemed designed 
to herd them toward a conclusion 

that only the Schenley Park route 
could work. Alternatives included 
Swinburne Street. DOMI direc-
tor Karina Ricks later expressed 
a preference for the Swinburne 
route, but said it was not feasible 
because of landslides. Landslides 
have plagued Swinburne Street for 
decades; one in the 1980s caused 
damage in Junction Hollow that led 
the city to close Boundary Street to 
motorized vehicles. This section of 
Boundary Street eventually became 
a popular bike and pedestrian trail 
through Schenley Park that forms a 
critical link in the only car-free path 
between Oakland and downtown. 
    Given the ongoing landslides, 
MOC critics questioned Ricks 
when subsequent designs showed 
the inevitable Schenley Park shuttle 
route running along the hill be-
neath Swinburne Street. How could 
Swinburne be deemed unsuitable 
for small shuttles yet frequently 
accommodate cars, trucks, UPMC 
shuttles, emergency vehicles, and 
school buses? And since Swin-
burne must be stabilized to prevent 
a collapse onto the proposed road, 
why not make Swinburne the route 
instead of spending millions of 
additional taxpayer dollars to build 
a new road? Ricks responded via 
email, “The mobility path is to be 
an exclusive pathway suitable for 
both light shuttles and other e-pow-
ered vehicles such as e-bikes and, 
when categorized, e-scooters and 
other such vehicles as may evolve 
over time. There is insufficient 
width on Swinburne to provide this 
dedicated path. The street cannot 
be widened due to the fragile soil 
conditions.”
    Swinburne Street is 19.8 feet 
wide on average at its narrowest 

point. This is significantly wid-
er than the proposed road, which 
forces cyclists into close contact 
with shuttles. But the width is still 
insufficient to accommodate both 
existing traffic and a new “ex-
clusive pathway” that is “16 feet 
with 2-foot buffers on each side.” 
Whatever happened to the fragile 
soil conditions that prevented Swin-
burne Street from being widened?
     According to minutes from a 
February 2019 meeting in Mayor 
Bill Peduto’s office, Ricks “not-
ed the mobility trail can’t support 
future traffic loads so additional 
transportation alternatives would 
be needed for future traffic loads.” 
DOMI first proposed widening 
Swinburne Bridge to accommodate 
a dedicated lane for MOC shuttles 
in February 2018, presenting an op-
tion that featured a vehicle elevator 
from Four Mile Run Park below. 
Since then, serious consequences 
of the Swinburne route have come 
into view. In August 2020, several 
Run residents who live near Swin-
burne Bridge received letters from 
DOMI implying they may lose 
their homes and businesses through 
eminent domain. The bridge has 
been neglected over many years 
and needs repair, so residents are 
required to allow surveyors on their 
property. Although repairs could be 
completed with no need to acquire 
properties, replacing Swinburne 
Bridge allows DOMI to widen it for 
the purpose of accommodating a 
dedicated MOC shuttle lane. 
    Ricks addressed resident con-
cerns by stating, “It is a letter 
written by a lawyer and, unfortu-
nately, they do reference the right 
of eminent domain. The City has 
absolutely no intention to take 

properties [as part of the bridge 
construction]. There is a possibility 
there might be some slivers that 
will be needed to create new foot-
ings for the bridge.” Within a week 
of property owners receiving the 
letters, an AWK Consulting Engi-
neers team arrived in The Run. One 
affected property owner noticed a 
surveyor working in Four Mile Run 
Field (The Run’s only community 
green space). Asked why he was 
so far from the bridge, the AWK 
employee said it was because they 
might need to widen the bridge.
    Residents throughout The Run 
face harm from still more asphalt 
surfaces and permanent tree canopy 
loss upstream from their homes. 
Phase 1 of the MOC has already 
compromised the Pittsburgh Water 
and Sewer Authority’s stormwater 
project in the area because ac-
commodating the shuttle road is a 
design requirement. The stormwa-
ter project enjoys nearly universal 
public support because it was sold 
as a solution to The Run’s chronic 
flooding problem. But building the 
half-mile road through Schenley 
Park would generate about 295,000 
gallons of additional runoff. DOMI 
calls the MOC a “mobility trail” to 
avoid admitting it is a road—and 
if the MOC can be called a trail, 
its shuttles can run on any trail. 
An additional leg of the “Swin-
burne Connection” extends into the 
UPMC shuttle lot toward Second 
Avenue, which also happens to link 
to the Eliza Furnace Trail, another 
crucial part of Pittsburgh’s car-free 
network. 
    The MOC is a reiteration of an 
old idea and it continues to shamble 
forward, powered by $14 million 
from previous budget years. The 
“Swinburne Connection” reveals 
MOC planners deceiving residents 
yet again, feinting away from an 
“alternative” route they planned to 
use in addition to rather than in-
stead of Schenley Park. Communi-
ties should not be asked—let alone 
forced—to sacrifice themselves for 
the sake of a development project 
that serves private interests. 

You can read this article with links 
to source material at www.junction-
coalition.org/2021/01/12/sudden-
ly-swinburne.

By Junction Coalition

Swinburne Connection: Slide 22 from October 2020 MOC meeting
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     The concept of distilling a story or poem down to a mere six words 
has existed for several decades, with the first well-known example being 
attributed to Ernest Hemingway in the 1920's (though there is no official 
record of him writing any six-word stories). For years, Eric Boyd wrote 
one or more six-word pieces a day, often by request. People wrote to him 
with long, complicated prompts or real-life experiences which they wanted 
to see condensed into six words. Often these were philosophical or deeply 
personal, sometimes they were downright absurd. Readers of The Homep-
age are continually invited to reach out, participate and request such works 
as well! Please email editor@hazelwoodinitiative.org with your prompts, 
challenges, or real-world scenarios to be turned into a six-word story/poem.  

Check out the latest prompt submissions and the poems created by local 
writers below!
    

Happy trees puts heart at ease.
 
Heart lightened. World becomes
less frightening.
  
Age is just a number, really!
 
 —Miss Bea 

Trees please!  Escape into exquisite
 landscape.

If I could, rewind I would.

He'll change.  Now living in pain.

—MaryAnn Majcher

Reader Call: The Six Word Challenge
February 2021February 2021

Here are prompts for next month’s issue!
Please submit your work by Friday, February 19th.

A Story by Ray Lipay

Upon retiring, all ex-Presidents feel 
compelled to build a library to house 
their works while in office. This led 
me to start imagining, in my de-
bauched mind, what the Trump Li-
brary experience would be about. It 
would certainly be built on Mar-a-
Lago and would resemble the White 
House or Taj Mahal. Masks would 
be prohibited, and he would finally 
have his wall to keep illegals out.

The main entrance has a sign read-
ing “White Entrance Only—All 
Those of Color Must Use the Back 
Entrance.” To show his great sense 
of humor there would be no door in 
the back; hilarious, right? To show 
his compassion there will be a large 
cage there for children to play in. 
Adults will be kept in a separate 
cage, but would be able to watch 
their children on one small video 
screen.

Through the front door you enter 
the “Idol Room.” On the left will be 
a statue of him sitting on a throne, 
akin to Lincoln’s statue. On the right 
will be a duplicate of Mount Rush-
more with his face in front of Wash-
ington’s, since this was one of his 
dreams. He will probably set up a 
“Go Fund Me” to pay for it since, as 
hard as he tried, Mexico just refused 
to pay for it.

The next room would be called 
the “Muhammad Ali Room.” You 
will be bombarded with videos of 
his claiming to be the greatest and 
bragging about all of the things he 
thought he did. His followers will 
watch with their mouths open and 
shaking their red capped heads up 
and down like bobblehead dolls. 

Enter “The Fore Room” where he 
spent the majority of his time in 
office. There will be many photo-
graphs of him being presidential on 
the golf course. It will show him 
swinging a club, riding in the cart, 
and show all of the famous athletes 
that he claimed to do his government 
business with. Of course, it would 
not be complete without photos of 
his fake golf card scores.

We travel through the “I Wish I Was 
Them Room,” showing photographs 
and videos of him with some of his 

This month’s prompts: Write a 6-word poem about… 
• Watching Bob Ross paint. 
• How it feels to hear your favorite song.
• A lie you’ve told yourself.

Write a 6-word poem about:

• How to unite our country.
• The transition from winter to spring.
• A quiet morning. 
   

Something from nothing;
God given talent!

Nostalgic memories,
Sweeter times,
Long gone!

Paperwork, paperwork;
Again.  again;
Not done!

—Sgt. “J”

Colorful palate floats clouds with 
creativity

I crawl within lyrics that resonate

Lies spread by me are dreaded

—Wes Walker, @Westerwashere

Trump Presidential Library 
idols: Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping, 
Kim Jong-un and many others. The 
ceiling would only be 5-foot-high to 
show subservience to him by simu-
lating a bow of worship.

Next, we enter the “I Worship Her 
Room,” showing tiny photos of his 
family, except for one wall-sized 
photo of Ivanka. It will contain 
his recorded words and infamous 
videos with Ivanka sitting on his 
lap (Fahrenheit 11/9); with How-
ard Stern and their very creepy 
comments regarding his daughter; 
talking about his daughter’s breasts 
and body (People and other sourc-
es); and how he might date her if she 
wasn’t his daughter (The View and 
other sources).

Finally, the main library, called the 
“I Won Big Room.” Since he real-
ly never wrote anything, you will 
be inundated with all of his texts 
and giant TV’s playing shows he 
watched during his 4 years; every 
other TV will be a Fox broadcast. 
Be careful of stepping on the fast 
food bags on the floor. In the corner 
will be an oversized lifelike doll of 
him with tears, explaining how he 
was cheated out of the election by 
81+ million voters.

There will be another “Go Fund Me” 
box to help his bank account—oops, 
his “fight” against voter fraud—ex-
cluding the states that he won, since 
they were not illegal. You will be re-
quired to donate, as the exit door will 
not unlock unless money is inserted 
(remember, he became wealthy by 
not paying and taking from the aver-
age person; Giuliani has just found 
out how not being paid feels). There 
will be cots set up for the MAGA 
cap followers, who would enjoy 
spending the night listening to their 
ranting leader and drinking the Kool 
Aid he provides.

There you have it. Although it is 
just an opinion, I believe it would 
be a memorable, historic day full 
of laughs and entertainment for one 
and all.
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Keys to Living a Healthy Vibrant Life

Dear Friends,

    Many people choose to lose 
weight, cut out sugar, run a mar-
athon, learn another language, or 
finally clean out the garage but, as 
this time of year approaches, my 
resolution—and my suggestion for 
yours—remains the same: Live a 
healthier life. The power of this res-
olution is in its broad simplicity be-
cause it allows for successes, great 
and small, in many areas of your 
life. “Live a healthier life,” howev-
er, can become a mantra. As you go 
through every day, remind yourself 
of this goal by asking, “Will this 
make my life healthier?”

“Will eating this bag of chips…?”
“Will going for a walk…?”
“Will taking the stairs…?”

       Every “yes” that you actual-
ly follow through with, is a victory. 
Small victories lead to a sense of ac-
complishment and soon even bigger 
victories. The support of family and 
community can increase your moti-
vation, your tenacity and, eventual-
ly, your victories. Thankfully, when 
you need help trying to live a health-
ier life you have a lifeline at Murray 
Avenue Apothecary and LabNatu-
rals, Inc. How can Murray Avenue 
Apothecary and LabNaturals help 
you live a healthier life? 

Healthy Hormones
    Hormones are a “Foundation of 
Health” affecting everything from 
weight and energy levels to mood 
and self-confidence. Poor diet, 
stress, even getting older can con-
tribute to hormonal imbalance. I 
have been passionate about hor-
mones for half of my 40-year prac-
tice and have over 20 years of expe-
rience in hormone consultations and 
Gentle Hormone Restoration Ther-
apy. We carry easy-to-use, in-home 
test kits for testing your hormone 
levels, and we compound human 
identical hormones in our on-site, 

state-of-the-art compounding lab. 
We are here for you from start to 
finish. Learn more about hormones 
and fill out our initial consult form 
online at MAApgh.com

Healthy Digestion
      Healthy digestion starts with 
healthy food. Proper nutrition is a 
great place to start because the old 
adage is true, “You are what you 
eat!” And I add to that, “You are 
what you absorb.” As we get older, 
we lose digestive enzyme produc-
tion to help assimilate nutrients from 
food. A diet rich in whole grains, 
healthy fat, Omega 3 fatty acids, 
and lots organic green leafy vege-
tables and rainbow color is a must. 
Another key to digestive health is 
healthy gastrointestinal flora. Your 
gut is full, or should be full, of 
friendly bacteria called probiotics. 
These beneficial bacteria make up 
the microbiome which helps digest 
our food, create vitamin K and B 
vitamins and even affect our moods 
in our guts or the “second brain.” 
Without replenishing these “good 
bacteria” that processed foods, alco-
hol, and antibiotic prescriptions kill 
off, we are prone to overgrowth of 
yeast, candida, and Leaky Gut Syn-
drome. Almost everyone can benefit 
from probiotics as part of their daily 
health routine and they are number 
one in my personal top 5 supplement 
regimen. We recommend the 30 bil-
lion count probiotics available at the 
Apothecary. We also carry chewable 
probiotics combined with digestive 
enzymes, betaine HCl enzymes, and 
astaxanthin which may all help im-
prove GERD or heartburn.
 
Healthy ECS (Endocannabinoid 
System)
     ECS stands for Endocannabinoid 
System. The Endocannabinoid Sys-
tem is a complex network of recep-
tors located all over the body that 
have a key role in homeostasis or 
keeping the body in balance. Over 
the last year, my staff and I have 
researched and learned a great deal 
about the ECS and how to use CBD 
to enhance its function. Cannabidi-
ol (CBD) is a natural constituent of 
the hemp plant that promotes and 
supports the nutritional health of the 
human body and nourishes and sup-
ports the Endocannabinoid System. 
Our Phyto cannabinoid-rich plant 
oil (LabNaturals CBD Broad Spec-
trum Hemp Oil) is available online 
and by phone curbside. 
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    The Opioid Epidemic has reached 
unfathomable proportions and is 
killing our family members, friends, 
and neighbors every day! We also 
work closely with doctors to use 
CBD to potentially help patients 
wean off opioids. Please have your 
pain physician or physical therapist 
contact our pharmacists to work to-
gether as a team to help you achieve 
a better quality of life!
   
Healthy Bedrooms
     Good sleep habits are a very im-
portant part of overall health. Sleep-
ing in a totally dark room and avoid-
ing screens, like phones, TVs, and 
computers, around bed time may 
help you fall asleep faster and stay 
asleep longer. Most importantly is 
going to bed and awakening at the 
same time every day to encourage 
your body’s natural internal clock. 
Taking melatonin nightly can help 
your pineal gland rest and may help 
in the aging process. Avoid drink-
ing before bed (alcohol raises blood 
sugar which raises insulin and inter-
feres with liver function) and leave 
3 hours between dinner and bedtime 
to let the body’s digestive system 

rest and detoxify. Taking a hot bath, 
reading a book, or journaling your 
thoughts of the day can relieve stress 
and lead to a better night’s sleep.
  
Healthy Pets
     Pets are an important part of the 
family and they need just as much 
care and attention as we do! Murray 
Avenue Apothecary is “Pittsburgh’s 
Pet Pharmacy” working closely with 
veterinarians to compound pet med-
ication into easier dosage forms. Is 
it an impossible fight to give your 
cat a pill? Does your dog just spit 
out medications? We are able to turn 
those pesky pills into liquids or fla-
vored treats. Topical RX and OTC 
compounds, and other compounded 
pet specific supplements are part of 
MAA’s Pet Corner. We even carry 
PCR CBD Hemp Plant Oil for Pets 
to help with arthritis, anxiety, asth-
ma, and other conditions.

Covid Prevention
      The past year has been a rough 
one in many ways for people—be-

Continued on Page Nineteen

What is Home Equity?
 Why it Matters and How to Grow It



ing separated from loved ones, 
stressed by illness, loss of jobs, and 
the stress of being couped up in the 
house. Besides masks, hand wash-
ing, and physical distance, you can 
use my “Covid Prevention Proto-
col.” Vitamin C, Vitamin D, Vitamin 
A, Zinc, Quercetin, and of course 
Acetyl Glutathione! (Our new web-
site is coming! GlutathionePharma-
cist.com) 

      At Murray Avenue Apothecary 
we believe in the triad of holistic 
health: patient, physician, and phar-
macist working together to achieve 
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 A Healthy Life
the health and wellbeing of our 
clients. We will even contact your 
doctor for you. There will be times 
during this new year when you are 
unsure of the answer to the question, 
“Will this make my life healthier?” 
At those moments we hope you re 
member this article and your com-
munity pharmacy, Murray Avenue 
Apothecary, as a place to receive 
honest expert advice and any guid-
ance you may require on your jour-
ney to a healthier you.
We are here for you! We are your 
neighbors and partners in health!

     My dad’s advice when I graduat-
ed from college was to buy a home 
and start building equity as soon as 
I could. Ted and I took that to heart: 
We bought a small, dated home in 
our early 20s so we could start pay-
ing down principal and increase 
value with thoughtful projects to 
help it feel more updated. About 
three years after we bought our 
first home, a once-in-a-career pro-
motion opportunity came up, but it 
required temporarily transferring to 
New Jersey. Knowing we wouldn’t 
be there for long, Ted and I wrote 
out spreadsheets and analyzed tons 
of variables before we decided to 
skip renting and buy a fixer-upper 
to build equity. It was a ton of work 
filled with big lessons and days we 
wished we could have passed our 
problems off onto a landlord, but 
the final result was incredible: We 
managed to increase the value of our 
home by 20%!
Thanks to that one decision, we 
were able to use our equity to buy 
our next home—one that didn’t 
need so many design decisions on 
my part (or so much back-breaking 
labor from Ted)! Building equity 
over time has helped us make smart-
er decisions as homeowners in Pitts-
burgh. Understanding equity and 
properly leveraging it as a financial 
tool can help you make better deci-
sions as well!
    What Is Home Equity? In simplest 
terms, home equity is the amount of 
money that is yours in your home, 
based on your mortgage balance 
and the value of your home. Let’s 
say you have a recently renovated, 
three-bedroom, two-story home in 
Greenfield worth $250,000 and you 

still owe $100,000 on your mort-
gage. In this scenario, you’d have 
$150,000 of equity in your home. 
Your equity can fluctuate over time. 
If your home’s value decreases, so 
does your equity. If your home’s 
value increases, your equity does 
as well. Let’s say the value of your 
home increases to $300,000 af-
ter a renewed demand for homes 
in Greenfield. If you still owed 
$100,000, your equity would jump 
from $150,000 to $200,000 just be-
cause of shifts in the market.
Why your home equity matters: 
Your equity can be an incredible 
financial tool. If you’ve complete-
ly paid off the mortgage on your 
$250,000 home, you can leverage 
your ownership in a variety of ways. 
You can use your home equity to:

●  Assist in buying a new home. You 
can use equity of any amount in a 
variety of ways. Even if you only 
have $50,000 in equity, you could—
under the right conditions—use that 
entire $50,000 on a down payment 
on a larger, more expensive home 
and actually pay a smaller mortgage 
than in your current home. 

● Borrow. You can borrow against 
your home equity for a home equity 
loan or a home equity line of credit 
(HELOC). You can use the money 
for anything you’d like, from educa-
tion to home improvements to con-
solidating debts. Since you’re using 
your home as collateral, typically 
the interest rate is much lower than 
credit cards or another unsecured 
loan.
● Increase your income during re-
tirement. Your home equity can 
also assist in a reverse mortgage—a 
mortgage where a bank or other en-
tity buys equity over time. If you 
own your home outright, this could 
turn into hundreds of dollars every 
month during your retirement. 

Here are a few ways you can build 
your home equity over time: 

● Use a large down payment: You 
can build home equity by making a 
large down payment when you buy 
your home. Let’s say you buy that 
house in Greenfield for $250,000 
and put $25,000 down. You’d have 
$25,000 equity the day you move 
in. A higher down payment also typ-

ically means you’ll get a lower in-
terest rate, which can help you build 
equity even faster as you pay off 
your loan.
● Pay off your mortgage faster: The 
more you chip away at your mort-
gage, the greater your home equi-
ty. You can also save years on your 
mortgage payments with just a small 
change. On a $200,000 house with a 
30-year loan at 3.5% interest, pay-
ing an extra $50/month will increase 
your equity by $600/year, save you 
over $12,000 on interest over the 
life of the loan, and you’ll pay off 
your loan about 2.5 years ahead of 
schedule! 

There are a few other ways you can 
increase your home equity (and 
some other ways it can benefit you). 
Learn more by reading our full arti-
cle on our website: www.blocksin-
theburgh.com. Of course, you can 
always feel free to reach out! Send 
us an email at theblocks@theblock-
sintheburgh.com.

By Julie & Ted Block

    
To your health,

Susan Merenstein Pharmacist
Owner of Murray Avenue Apothe-
cary
4227 Murray Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15217
(412) 421-4996
www.maapgh.com

-  Continued from Page Eighteen
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The Preferred Realty

412-521-5500

City of Pittsburgh Regional Office  •  5801 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217  •  At the corner of Forbes & Murray

#1 REAL ESTATE COMPANY
IN HOME SALES

Emily Bua
  724-355-8981

Amie Guattery
412-228-8162

Caroline Chaddad
203-435-0403

Kimberly Fulcher Lee
 814-254-5047

Brendan McKenzie
 412-427-9211

Michael Satira
 412-961-2897

 Tatjana Douglas
412-607-6152

Eleazer Gorenstein
732-261-3373 

Susan Cornetto
412-403-1983

Zack Cossick
724-331-4976

Joe Pegher
412-295-5275 

Ellen Livingston
412-670-1366

Eileen Doheny
412-759-7568

Bill Jacoby
412-400-3812

Berni Bishop Pirollo
412-638-1988

WE’RE HIRING!
THE BEST AGENTS WORK HERE AND 

SO SHOULD YOU!

Contact Shanna for more information

Shanna Chotiner
Associate Broker, Manager

We’re here for all your home buying and selling needs!


