
By Gerri Tipton

    After months of being apart, se-
niors in the Hazelwood neighbor-
hood finally had the opportunity 
to gather together this June during 
Jada House’s 6th annual senior lun-
cheon.  The luncheon took place last 
month in the early afternoon hours 
at the Hazelwood Christian Church. 
Terri Shields, director, founder of 
Jada House, started doing luncheons 
with adult women and teenagers, 
then later added seniors to their list 
of guests.
    “We do this luncheon every year 
for the seniors”, said Shields. “They 
need a little love too”.
     Shields said that the luncheon 
was also a great way for seniors to 
get out of the house.
     “This was an opportunity for 
them to get out, mingle with other 
seniors, and just have a good time 
and fellowship”.
     It was important for Shields to 
not forget about the senior commu-
nity. The idea of the luncheon came 
about 6 years ago. While working 
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for another company at the time, she 
handled customer service calls for 
Medicare patients- which targeted 
the older audience. She often would 
have calls where customers would 
engage in small talk after she would 
complete the service they needed. 
Her compassion led to wanting to 
do something nice for the seniors.
   “Sometimes they’re just left be-
hind, and they want to have some-

body to talk to. I want people to 
bring their older loved ones out to 
enjoy themselves”.
     At no cost, the seniors had the 
opportunity to enjoy a catered meal 
of different food options of their 
choice. Door prizes and $600 worth 
of gift cards were given away. They 
also had the pleasure of listening to 
Center of Life’s jazz band, a local 
Hazelwood singer, and guest speak-

er June Jeffries, the senior pastor of 
New Life Baptist Church. 
      “Terri and I see each other in 
the community and that’s how the 
invite came about. I was grateful 
to be considered as a speaker this 
year”, said Jeffries. Jeffries said that 
the type of message she delivered at 
the luncheon was a celebration of 
life for all seniors. “No matter what 
we have been through, today we 
still have ‘so much to celebrate’. As 
seniors, we too often find ourselves 
complaining and dwelling on the 
bad, but we must choose to embrace 
the good”. 
 While preaching, she felt 
that the audience received her mes-
sage very well, and even received 
great feedback. “I believe they al-
ready know wh at I said was 
true, but sometimes we just need 
to be reminded. Many of the guests 

Continued on Page Five

    Pitt’s School of Social Work 
and Homewood Children’s Village 
have been working with Home-
wood residents to foster equitable 
development and positive neighbor-
hood change. The project is funded 
by AmeriCorps and connected to 
Pitt’s Homewood Community En-
gagement Center.  A resident led 
Community Advisory Board has 
informed the project since the be-
ginning in 2019. The project goals 
align with Homewood’s Compre-
hensive Neighborhood Plan and 
Cluster Plans. The project engaged 
over 30 youth and adult residents 
in community conversations about 
ways to increase civic engagement 
around equitable development, in-
cluding meeting with policy makers 
and other stakeholders inside and 
outside the neighborhood. For ex-
ample, Jerome Jackson, the Direc-
tor of Operation Better Block, who 
has played instrumental roles in the 
development of Homewood neigh-
borhood plans, spoke to the group 

about what they could do to support 
the equitable development goals in 
these plans. Shad Henderson from 
Neighborhood Allies engaged par-
ticipants in a conversation about 
Pittsburgh’s Equitable Development 
Strategy and ways they could get in-
volved. 
    The REP community conversa-
tions lead to the creation of an Eq-
uitable Development Playbook to 
equip Homewood residents to in-

fluence neighborhood change. The 
playbook contains civic engagement 
and organizing strategies as well as 
a roadmap for influencing neigh-
borhood change, along with exam-
ples of how residents have already 
worked together on these issues. An-
other section contains information 
on local policies and programs con-
nected to equitable development, in-
cluding Homewood’s neighborhood 
plans, the Equitable Development 

Strategy for Pittsburgh and informa-
tion on who to contact to influence 
these plans and policies. Finally, the 
Playbook contains ways residents 
can stay engaged in their communi-
ty, including names and contact in-
formation for neighborhood organi-
zations and local, state, and national 
elected officials. Since the pandem-
ic, the REP team and CAB members 
have shared their playbook with 
Homewood residents and the wider 
community through multiple virtual 
community report outs and work-
shops. 
     Research for Equity and Pow-
er, or REP for short, is coming to 
Hazelwood, in partnership with the 
Hazelwood Initiative and Center 
of Life. The project aligns with the 
development goals of the Great-
er Hazelwood Neighborhood Plan 
to prevent displacement and pro-
mote revitalization that benefits 

Continued on Page Five

Jada House hosts 6th Annual Senior Luncheon

Research for Equity and Power (REP) is coming to Hazelwood!
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The Homepage encourages all residents of Hazel-
wood, Greenfield, Glen Hazel, Glenwood, Hays, 
New Homestead, and Lincoln Place, along with 
those who have an interest in these communi-
ties, to use this paper as a platform to promote 
resources, events, services, and community ini-
tiatives to further connecrt and strengthen their 
neighborhoods.

The Homepage reserves the right to decide what 
content is appropriate for publication and may 
edit submissions for length or form. The opinions 
expressed, whether by paid advertisement or edi-
torial content, do not necessarily reflect the views 
of this newspaper, the Hazelwood Initiative, Inc., 
the Greenfield Community Association, nor the 
31st Ward Community Action Group. 

The Homepage is published by the Hazel-
wood Initiative, Inc., a community based 

non-profit, and is made possible thanks to 
advertising revenue from local business and 

organizations. 
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Our Mission Statement
       The mission of the Hazelwood Initiative, as 
a community based development corporation, is 
to  build a stronger Hazelwood through inclu-
sive community development.

Hazelwood, A New Model for
 Sustainable Development

    This month has been a big one for Hazelwood in so many ways—and July will bring even 
more changes!
    First, we had our first volunteer day as part of our OnePGH Climate Resilience 
Grant. This grant was gifted by the Trust for Public Land (TPL) as part of its Ten-Minute-
Walk initiative that aims to make sure that residents of every community have easy access to 
a park. Communities that have easily accessible parks are healthier and more climate resilient. 
In fact, a 2020 report from the scientists at the Trust for Public Land showed that neighbor-
hoods with a park within half a mile were up to 6 degrees cooler than those that didn’t have a 
nearby park. (https://tinyurl.com/bp887dea) This ability for parks to reduce air temperatures 
is especially significant in historically marginalized and low-income communities that often 
lack air conditioning and pay a much higher proportion of their income for their energy.
     On June 17th, volunteers from Hazelwood Initiative and Three Rivers Village School 
helped staff from Allegheny Goatscape set up the equipment and electric fencing that would 
be needed to keep the goats safe and focused on a particular section of the Elizabeth Street 
Trail that had a large section of knotweed and other invasive vines. The work was hard as the 
climb was steep and the weather was hot. It was made even more difficult by part of the trail 
being blocked by trees and branches that had fallen during two days of violent storms over 
the weekend. Thankfully, volunteers from Landforce had cleared some of the worst blockages 
the day before! The storm showed how vulnerable our poorly maintained forest was to cli-
mate change. Having a healthier canopy will make it less likely for trees to die in storms 
or succumb to pest invasions.
    Then, on June 24th, the goats arrived and we had our first volunteer day as part of 
our ReLeaf Hazelwood Grant! The goats are so cute! We look forward to having you join 
us for Greenway Hikes in July to see the goats. We will have time to interact with them and 
take pictures with them inside the fence (10 people at a time) during designated hikes. Fol-
low us on Facebook, or sign-up on our website for our e-newsletter so you know when these 
special hikes will be. 
      As part of our ReLeaf Hazelwood Grant, we are making sure that we not only have a 
healthy forest, but that we have a healthy community with trees that can provide shade and 
cooler air around our homes and businesses as we walk or wheel around the neighborhood. 
Numerous studies over the years have shown that having street trees can reduce crime by 
making it more enjoyable for people to be outside, leading to having more eyes on the street. 
The trees also reduce cortisol levels (the stress hormones) that can lead to deadly diseases 
such as hypertension, depression, and diabetes. 
    The first volunteer activity as part of the grant was a community weeding and mulching 
event along Second Avenue. It was so much fun to see kids, seniors, and young profession-
als all out together making the street look great! And, it wasn’t actually a lot of work with so 
many people involved! There were a mix of volunteers from the community and residents 
from other communities that had trained to become Tree Tenders with Tree Pittsburgh. I 
actually found it quite relaxing just pulling the weeds and gently mounding the mulch over 
the roots to protect the trees from drying out in our hot summer weather. I look forward to 
the next volunteer event! And, if any of you are interested in learning how to become a 
Tree Tender so that you can help to prune the trees, there will be a three-part training 
coming up next month. The 6-hour training will be divided into two-hour chunks on Thurs-
day evenings from 6pm to 8pm: August 19th, 26th, and September 2nd. The fee is modest 
and scholarships are available! Registration info coming soon. Follow Hazelwood Initiative 
on Facebook, or sign-up as a member on our website (FREE) to receive our e-newsletter and 
stay in the loop. 
     Lastly, we ended June with even more amazing news about grants to increase the 
accessibility of affordable housing in the neighborhood! With money received from the 
federal government under the American Rescue Plan, Mayor Bill Peduto announced that his 
office will close the $2 million funding gap for Gladstone Residences that arose due to the 
supply shortages and price increases during the pandemic. Furthermore, $1 million will be 
dedicated to improvements of Irvine Street and Second Avenue, and $1 million will be dedi-
cated to support Black and other historically disenfranchised small business owners in Hazel-
wood as part of the City’s Avenues of Hope initiative. Additionally, the Pennsylvania Housing 
Finance Agency (PHFA) awarded Hazelwood Initiative and City of Bridges Community Land 
Trust a $500,000 grant from its Pennsylvania Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation En-
hancement Fund (PHARE) for the preservation and creation of affordable housing in Hazel-
wood.
    So many amazing wins for the environment, public health, transportation, and housing in 
June! I hope you will join us to celebrate with a walk or bike ride this month. Check out our 
website or Facebook for details. 
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Houses of Worship

St. Stephen Catholic Church
5115 Second Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-9210

saintstephen@verizon.net
www.ststephen-hazelwood.org

Church of the Good Shepherd
124 Johnston Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-8497

hazelwoodgoodshepherd@gmail.com
www.hazelwoodgoodshepherd.org

Keystone Church of Hazelwood
161 Hazelwood Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-521-3468

First Hungarian Reformed Church 
of Pittsburgh

221 Johnston Avenue
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-421-0279

Holy Cross Evangelical 
Lutheran Chapel

5319 Second Avenue
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-521-0844
www.holycrosspgh.info

Morningstar Baptist Church
5524 Second Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-6269

St. John the Evangelist Baptist
4537 Chatsworth Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-521-0994

info@stjohnpgh.org
www.stjohnpgh.org

St. Rosalia’s Catholic Church
411 Greenfield Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-5766

strosaliaparish@gmail.com
www.strosaliaparish.org

Holy Angels Parish
408 Baldwin Road
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-461-6906
www.holyangelshays.org

Warriors of Holiness in Power
(W.H.I.P. Ministries)
1174 Mifflin Road
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-461-5572
whipwarriors@gmail.com
www.whipministries.org

Praise Temple Deliverance Church
5400 Glenwood Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-277-0113

Mary S. Brown-Ames United Methodist Church
*During construction of new building - 

Temporarily meeting at:
515 West 8th Avenue
Homestead, PA 15120

412-421-4431
info@brightredfence.org
www.brightredfence.org

Squirrel Hill Christian Church
290 Bigelow Street
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-521-2447
www.squirrelhillcc.wixsite.com

COVID-19: Greater Hazelwood Food Distribution COVID-19: Greater Hazelwood Food Distribution 
Center of Life                                         Delivering prepared meals 
                                                                Monday – Friday  from 11am – 1pm
                              412-521-3468 

Community Delivery Hotline                 Grocery delivery 
                                                                412-568-3579

Fishes and Loaves                                   Prepared meals available for pick-up 
                                                                Monday - Friday from 11:30am – 1pm
                                                                Meals-on-Wheels also available for meal deliveries 
                                                                131 E Elizabeth – St. Stephens Pastoral Center
                                                                412-499-4313

Holy Cross Evangelical-Lutheran          Fresh and non-perishable food offered for free everyday
                                                                412-521-0844 / 5319 Second Ave (Opens 9:30am)

POORLAW                                             For Glen Hazel residents - poorlaw@gmail.com
       412-670-8421  or    412-478-8299

Praise Temple Deliverance Church         For Glenwood residents 
                                                                5400 Glenwood Ave 
                                                                412-277-0113                         

Hotlines, Alerts, & General Information
Allegheny County Health Dept.

24/7 hotline:
 888-856-2774

Phone Alerts:
www.alleghenycounty.us/alerts

General Information & Assistance:
Call 2-1-1

OR text your zip code to 898-211 
OR visit PA211sw.org

Center of Life
Covid-19 Online Resource Guide

centeroflifeonline.net/covid

Hazelwood Initiative Community Updates
facebook.com/hazelwoodinitiative

Praise Temple Community Hotline
*Answering M-F, 10am-2pm
Messages returned next day

 412-422-1983
Fountain of Life Church

247 Johnston Ave 
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-422-8794
www.fountainoflifepgh.com

Steel City Church
290 Bigelow Street
Pittsburgh, 15207

803-422-5855
info@thesteelcitychurch.com
www.thesteelcitychurch.com

Hazelwood, A New Model for
 Sustainable Development
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Danielle Chaykowsky, 
Center of Life

 
Center of Life will be taking name submissions throughout their summer 
concert series for the Homer and Ursula Craig award. Concerts will hap-
pen every Thursday starting at 6pm. The winner of the Homer and Ursu-
la Craig award will be announced at the final concert on July 22nd. This 
award was named after Homer and Ursula Craig  because they are excellent 
examples of what it means to serve your community. The winner of this 
award will be someone who has proven that they will continue their legacy 
of service and dedication to the community.

Center of Life Announces New Award

Hazelwood Initiative and The Community Builders, Inc. have partnered to redevelop the 
former Gladstone School located in Pittsburgh’s Hazelwood neighborhood into mixed-income 

apartments. SOTA Construction is the general contractor for this historic, adaptive-reuse 
project which is expected to begin construction in fall 2021.

The Development Team is actively seeking bids from Minority, Women, Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprises (MWDBE) and Section 3 businesses for these and other trades:

To register to obtain bid documents, interested contractors should contact:

Chris Michaels - cmichaels@sotaconstruction.com or Dave Taylor - (412) 766-4630 x 101. 
Pre-bid meeting and site visit dates will be noted in the bid documents.

PAINTING GYPCRETE HVAC SUPPLY & 
DISTRIBUTION FRAMING SUPPLY

ROUGH CARPENTRY FLOORING CONCRETE MASONRY

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE SUPPLY FINAL CLEANING PLUMBING SUPPLY

SITE WORK & 
EXCAVATION LANDSCAPING WINDOW TREATMENTS FRAMING/ DRYWALL

GLADSTONE 
RESIDENCES
OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  CCoonnttrraaccttiinngg

MMBBEE,,  WWBBEE,,  DDBBEE  &&  SSeeccttiioonn  33  
Business Opportunities

Need Assistance? www.bridgewaycapital.org/entrepreneurship-hub/bid
Bridgeway Capital provides contractor bidding & estimating assistance through the 

BID program for qualifying contractors, please contact Ms. Talpha Harris at 
tharris@bridgewaycapital.org or at 412-201-2450 x115 for more information. 

Jada House

Wed. 7/7 @ 5PM - Wellness
Workshop: "Eat Well, Be Healthy"
https://tinyurl.com/bewelleathealthy
Thu. 7/8 @6PM - Center of Life
Jazz night by Hazelwood Library
Fri. 7/9 @7pm-10pm - Hazelwood
Green Plaza Movie Night:
"Spiderman Into the Spiderverse"
https://tinyurl.com/HZspiderman
Sat. 7/10 @10am - Group Bike
Ride with Healthy Ride on
Hazelwood Green Trail; FREE BIKE
RENTALS
https://tinyurl.com/HZWellnessRide
Sat. 7/10 @12pm-4pm -
Hazelwood Flea Market and
Wellness Fair at Spartan Center 

There is a lot
going on in
Hazelwood!
Volunteer, Play, & Learn!

Hazelwood Community Events

For up-to-date info, follow Hazelwood Initiative on Facebook or
sign-up for weekly emails at hazelwoodinitiative.org/contact-hi

Tue. 7/13 @ 6PM - Greater
Hazelwood Community Meeting
https://bit.ly/2SwPr9k
Thu. 7/15 @6PM - Center of Life
Jazz night by Hazelwood Library
Sat. 7/17 @ 10am - Greenway
Hike with Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy, Elizabeth St. Trail
Sat. 7/24 @10am - Tree ID Walk
with Tree Pittsburgh
https://tinyurl.com/HZTreeID
Sun. 7/25 @10am-2pm - Open
Streets Hazelwood with Bike
Pittsburgh on Hazelwood Green
Sat. 7/31 @11am-7pm - Holy
Cross Community Festival 5319
Second Ave

VIRTUAL COMMUNITY

MEETING

TOPICS & SPEAKERS

Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://bit.ly/2SwPr9k

CALL IN TO LISTEN: (646) 558-8656
Meeting ID: 853 9182 9343   Passcode: 796212

GREATER HAZELWOOD

Tuesday
July 13th

6pm - 8pm

Drawing for
 $25 gift cards
 at the end of the

meeting!
 

Meetings every 2nd 
Tuesday of the month!

Water Bill Assistance  - Rachel Rampa and the
PWSA Community Cares team

Mill 19, Phase 3 Art - Edith Abeyta and Ten x Ten

Greenway & Street Tree Improvements - 

Hazelwood Initiative Housing Updates
 
Community Announcements

Matt Erb and Kelsey Munsik, Tree Pittsburgh   
 Tiffany Taulton, Hazelwoood Initiative 
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Under Pressure, PWSA Compensates Hazelwood Youth 
Football for Ruined Equipment

 A May 24th Greater Hazelwood Youth 
Sports and Mentoring Organization 
(GHYSMO) press conference covered 
by all three local television news net-
works—along with help from Penn-
sylvania Senator Jay Costa—led to the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
(PWSA) paying most of the costs to re-
place football gear destroyed by flood-
ing PWSA caused.

PWSA did work inside the Burgwin 
Spray Park building without informing 
GHYSMO. The work, which took place 
in January 2021, flooded the basement 
where GHYSMO stores its equipment. 
GHYSMO director James Cole said he 
may not have found out why the equip-
ment suffered extensive water damage 
if he hadn’t been in the area at the time 
and witnessed the flooding.

Mr. Cole confronted PWSA workers 

over failing to move the equipment or 
ask his organization to do so. He then 
contacted PWSA directly and filed a 
claim for replacing the equipment. 

PWSA first stated that they were not li-
able, then offered to pay $2,500 of the 
$8,000+ cost. That’s when Mr. Cole 
sought help from a handful of local pol-
iticians he hoped could influence PWSA 
to handle the matter fairly.

“Senator Costa was the only one who 
responded, who reached out to me and 
followed up,” Mr. Cole said. “Later that 
day I received a call from PWSA stat-
ing that they will pay for $7,000 worth 
of equipment. We want to thank State 
Senator Jay Costa for taking swift ac-
tion when it came to ensuring our youth 
have a safe and vibrant summer.”

In addition, Edward Saunders made a 

donation in honor of his wife DeAnn.

Barb Warwick of The Run, who attend-
ed the GHYSMO press conference, 
said, “I heard [Mr. Cole] commit to 
replacing the uniforms, and our com-
munities were prepared to make sure it 
happened no matter what. It shouldn’t 
have taken a press conference and all 
this legwork, but it’s great that PWSA 
stepped up and the community didn’t 
have to take on the full cost.”

“We went out and wanted to make 
PWSA accountable, and we did,” Mr. 
Cole said of the community’s efforts. 
“That was what we were looking for. 
It was a plea for them to do the right 
thing.” He promised GHYSMO will 
“keep empowering and inspiring our 
youth to be great in all they do and also 
help them to define their own success.”

The Hazelwood Cobras football team 
will begin practicing with the equip-
ment at the end of June, and is sched-
uled for their first game on July 31. For 
more information on the Hazelwood 
youth football season, you can contact 
GHYSMO at hazelwoodcobras@gmail.
com or 412-478-8299.

Research 
stopped after the service and said 
they truly enjoyed the message”. 

 Jada House hosts a number 
of other events for Hazelwood, in-
cluding the Blast Off, a backpack 
give away, which is expected to run 
in August. Shields said that this will 
be her 7th year hosting that event.  
“We give away free backpacks with 
school supplies, and other services 
surrounding the event such as hav-
ing a barber, deejay, face painter, 
and information tables from orga-
nizations like UPMC and Duquesne 
University”. 

 Giving back to the commu-
nity is a core value of what Jada 
House stands for. “We try; it’s not 
a chore it’s something that I like 
to do. We want the community to 
unify love.”

 

 

-  Continued from Front Page

current residents.  This project is 
also supported by Pitt’s Commu-
nity Engagement Center Initiative 
and is funded by AmeriCorps. The 
first step in our project is creating 
a Hazelwood Community Advisory 
Board, made up of approximately 
4-6 residents and key stakeholders 
who care about positive neighbor-
hood change and want to play a piv-
otal role in guiding our project. REP 
will also a series of eight communi-
ty conversations with approximately 
30 youth and adult residents this fall 
about ways to foster civic engage-
ment around equitable development 
in Hazelwood. REP will also create 
a Hazelwood Equitable Develop-

ment Playbook that will be shared 
with the community. 
Interesting in learning more? 
Please see REP’s School of Social 
Work/Homewood project website:  
https://www.crsp.pitt.edu/commu-
nity/research-equity-and-power-rep
Interested in getting involved? 
Please contact: Shannah Tharp-Gil-
liam at Homewood Children’s Vil-
lage at sgilliam@hcvpgh.org; Mary 
Ohmer at Pitt at mlo51@pitt.edu; 
Tiffany Taulton at Hazelwood Ini-
tiative at ttaulton@hazelwoodinitia-
tive.org; or Danielle Chaykowsky at 
Center of Life at danielle.chaykow-
sky@centeroflife.net.

Jada House -  Continued from Front Page
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          Lincoln Presbyterian Church,
             1202 Muldowney Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15207

*Monthly meetings every 2nd Tuesday at 7 PM 
Social Hall of LP Presbyterian Church. 

Enter on Cooley Way

31st Ward CAG Corner
Join us for community planning and events, discussion of current concerns and and goals, as well as 

updates from Zone 4 Police, the Office of Councilman O’Connor, and the Mayor’s Office 

Our Mission: 
The 31st Ward Community Action Group 
was established to bring the residents of our 
community together, advocate for the neigh-
borhoods’ needs, and to support the youth, 
veterans, and senior citizens of the 31st Ward 
and surrounding areas.

Contact us: Contact us: 
Email: executiveboard@31WardCag.org     Website: 31stwardcag.org           Find us on Facebook!Email: executiveboard@31WardCag.org     Website: 31stwardcag.org           Find us on Facebook!

31st Ward Flag Fund
Your donation will help our volunteers to install and mantian Ameri-

can flags that line the streets of the 31st Ward. 

Please make checks payable tp the 31st Ward Community Action 
Group and mail to 944 Sunglow St, Munhall, PA 15120. Include a 
return mailing address if you would like a receipt of your donation.

Send a donation via Venmo to @Pgh31stWardCAG 
www.venmo.com/Pgh31stWardCAG3131stst Ward Churches Ward Churches

 Holy Angels Parish Holy Angels Parish
 408 Baldwin Road 408 Baldwin Road
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-461-6906 412-461-6906
 www.holyangelshays.org www.holyangelshays.org

  Lincoln Place Church of the NazareneLincoln Place Church of the Nazarene
  5604 Interboro Avenue5604 Interboro Avenue
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-462-2524 412-462-2524
 www.ipnaz.org www.ipnaz.org

  Lincoln Place Presbyterian ChurchLincoln Place Presbyterian Church
  1202 Muldowney Avenue1202 Muldowney Avenue
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-461-3377 412-461-3377

 Mt. Rise Baptist Church Mt. Rise Baptist Church
  80 Ingot Street80 Ingot Street
 Pittsburgh, PA 15120 Pittsburgh, PA 15120
412-462-8333412-462-8333
  
  Maoz Tzur - Rock of Ages Messianic          Maoz Tzur - Rock of Ages Messianic          
 Jewish Congregation at Lincoln Place Jewish Congregation at Lincoln Place
 Church of the Nazarene Church of the Nazarene
  5604 Interboro Avenue5604 Interboro Avenue
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-609-1117 412-609-1117

  St. John the Baptist Byzantine CathedralSt. John the Baptist Byzantine Cathedral
 210 Greentree Road 210 Greentree Road
 Munhall, PA 15120 Munhall, PA 15120
 412-461-0944 412-461-0944

 Warriors of Holiness in Power  Warriors of Holiness in Power 
 (W.H.I.P. Ministries) (W.H.I.P. Ministries)
 1174 Mifflin Road 1174 Mifflin Road
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-461-5571 412-461-5571

llion-dollar project involving autonomous 
shuttles and a road that would go through 
her neighborhood and part of Schenley Park. 
Warwick says her community does not want 
or need the road, which would permanently 
degrade the park. “With every heavy rain, 
water fills our streets and our homes. Man-
hole covers blow into the air. People have 
been trapped 

July 2021

Tuesday - 8:00 AM
Thursday- 8:00 AM
Friday -  8:00 AM
Saturday- 8:00AM

Saturday Vigil- 6:00 AM
Sunday - 9:30 AM

Confession: Saturdays after 8am ‘til 9am

Lincoln Place 
Church of the Nazarene

Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30 AM
Children’s Church - 10:30 AM
Morninig Worship - 10:30 AM

Evening Service - 6:30 PM

Monthly food pantry - 3rd Saturday (8:30 AM)
at Lincoln Place Presbyterian

Need a ride to church? 
Call Darrel at 412-461-6742

Holy Angels ParishHoly Angels Parish

Lincoln Place 
Presbyterian Church
Sunday Worship Service - 9:30 AM

Monday - NA’s 7:00 PM
Tuesday - Senior Lunch & more 12:00-2:00 PM

For more info call: 412-461-3377
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By Gerri Tipton

31st Ward Cleanup Crew

HAZELWOOD

MARKET & 

WELLNESS FAIR

Saturday, July 10, 2021

NOON TO 4PM 

Spartan Center Parking Lot
134 E. Elizabeth Street, 15207
Call 412-910-5452 for more information 

Saturday, July 10th, 12pm-4pm
Spartan Center: 134 E Elizabeth St.

 Flea market hosted by Arts Excursions Unlimited

HAZELWOOD
HEALTH FAIR

10am bike ride on
the Hazelwood Green

bike trail lead by
Healthy Ride.

FREE BIKE RENTALS!

Center of Life
Duquesne University
Hazelwood Initiative

Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy

Planned Parenthood
Propel Hazelwood

PWSA 
Tree Pittsburgh

& more!
 

Duquesne's community healthworkers will be providing free health
screenings and information on their program to earn food bucks.

Register for the ride:
https://tinyurl.com/HZ

WellnessRide
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What's Happening in Hazelwood

Credit: Jaqueline Walker, of Portals to Power, teaches resi-
dents how to make herb gardens in a box at the Hazelwood 
Flea Market. Credit: Tiffany Taulton

Veteran Robert McCune hosts a Father's Day bar-
becue for residents of Hazelwood Towers. Credit: 
Patrice

CMU architecture students get feedback from residents at 
the Hazelwood Flea Market on a rocking tree bench con-
cept for Hazelwood Green Plaza. Credit: Tiffany Taulton

Young people perform during Center of Life's summer jazz 
festival. Every Thursday till July 22nd by the Hazelwood Li-
brary at 6pm. Credit: Kiyomi Knox

 Residents enjoy Center of Life's summer jazz festival on 
Tecumseh Street. Credit: Kiyomi Knox

Resident, veteran Robert McCune, hosts a Me-
morial Day barbecue for residents of Hazelwood 
Towers. Credit: Patrice

Setting up for the Hazelwood Flea Market. Hosted by Arts Excur-
sions Unlimited every 2nd Saturday at the Spartan Center, noon-
4pm. Credit: Al Ferguson

Young people perform during Center of Life's summer jazz festival. 
Every Thursday till July 22nd by the Hazelwood Library at 6pm. Credit: 
Kiyomi Knox
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Elizabeth Street residents meet the goats. Credit: 
Matt Peters

Elaine Price, of Floriated Interpretation plant nursery, leads 
youth in weeding and mulching event with Tree Pittsburgh 
as part of the Hazelwood ReLeaf grant. Credit: Tiffany 
Taulton

Volunteers from Hazelwood Initiative and Three Rivers Vil-
lage School help Allegheny Goatscape prepare for the arriv-
al of the goats. Credit: Matt Peters

Volunteers carry goat enclosure supplies into the Hazel-
wood Greenway. Credit: Tiffany Taulton

The goats arrive to help clear the invasive weeds and 
plants in the greenway! Credit: Matt Peters

Gavin Demming, of Allegheny Goatscape, sets up an 
electric fence to contain the goats in the Hazelwood 
Greenway. Credit: Matt Peters

Volunteers weed and mulch trees along Second Ave-
nue with Tree Pittsburgh as part of the ReLeaf Hazel-
wood grant. Credit: Tiffany Taulton

Volunteers weed and mulch trees along Second 
Avenue with Tree Pittsburgh as part of the Re-
Leaf Hazelwood grant. Credit: Tiffany Taulton

Severe storms caused major damage to the Hazel-
wood Greenway's Elizabeth St. Trail. We really appre-
ciate Landforce volunteering to help clear the path 
for the goats to come in! Credit: Tiffany Taulton
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Developer’s Update:  “4800 Block” 
By The Community Builders, Inc.

In 2019, the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh (URA) is-
sued a Request for Proposals for 30 
publicly-owned lots located around 
Hazelwood’s main intersection of 
Hazelwood & Second Avenues.  The 
Community Builders, Inc. (TCB) 
and the City of Bridges Communi-
ty Land Trust (CLT) partnered on 
a proposal that included 19 of the 
parcels.  The proposal responded to 
the goals and principles described in 
the Greater Hazelwood Neighbor-
hood Plan, “Our Hands. Our Plan,” 
and included the development of an 
affordable apartment building with 
ground floor commercial, known 
presently as the “4800 Block”, by 
TCB and the development of new, 
affordable for sale homes by City 
of Bridges CLT.  After a multi-step 
process the Selection Committee 
identified TCB’s and CLT’s propos-
al to advance.   The “4800 Block”, to 
be officially named through a com-
munity process, will be a three-sto-
ry, mixed-use building constructed 
along the eastern side of the 4800 
block of Second Avenue; anchoring 
the intersection of Second and Ha-
zelwood Avenues.

Who is TCB?
TCB is a 501(c)(3) not for profit, 
affordable housing developer with a 
mission to build and sustain strong 
communities where all people can 
thrive. TCB will develop and own 
the building that will have residen-
tial and commercial components.  
TCB has become familiar with Ha-
zelwood through our work on Glad-
stone School where we are privileged 
to serve as Hazelwood Initiative’s 
joint-venture development partner 

for the conversion of the original 
Glastone School Builidng into 51 
apartments.  Gladstone Residences 
was awarded Low Income Hous-
ing Tax Credit (LIHTC) financing 
in 2020 by the Pennsylvania Hous-
ing Finance Agency (PHFA) and is 
scheduled to start construction this 
year.  TCB is honored to have been 
selected to continue our collabora-
tion with Hazelwood residents to 
develop the “4800 Block”.  TCB 
is governed by a diverse Board of 
Directors and is an organization 
committed to integrity, community, 
dedication, collaboration and sus-
tainability. Since 1964, TCB has de-
veloped over 31,000 apartments and 
has invested in over 2.8 million sf 
of commercial space to support the 
revitalization of underserved com-
munities. TCB manages over 9,000 
apartments and provides support 
services to residents of the proper-
ties it owns and manages. 

What is the “4800 Block” Devel-
opment?
As designed, the “4800 Block” is 
a three-story, mixed-use building 
containing parking and commer-
cial space on the ground floor and 
44 general occupancy apartments 
above.  The apartments provide a 
multi-generational living opportuni-
ty for seniors, single adults, couples 
and small families. The building 
consists of one and two-bedroom 
apartments and will be certified as 
an energy-efficient, Passive House 
building. The “4800 Block” will 
offer on-site property management 
and resident services, a wellness 
space, a community room with 
sweeping downtown views and on-
site resident parking. Six apartments 
will be handicapped accessible and 

two will be equipped for households 
with a hearing and/or visually im-
paired member. 

TCB recently applied for LIHTC 
financing for the “4800 Block”, the 
same financing awarded to Glad-
stone Residences, to fund a major-
ity of the development’s costs.  To 
qualify for LIHTC, TCB will com-
mit and restrict 37 of the 44 apart-
ments to occupancy by households 
with incomes at or below 60% of the 
Area Median Income (AMI).  This 
affordability restriction will be re-
corded on deed for a minimum of 40 
years.  The Housing Authority City 
of Pittsburgh awarded this project a 
conditional commitment of Project 
Based Vouchers for 20 apartments 
that allow for much deeper afford-
ability.  The vouchers ensure that 
households with very low incomes 
will be able to reside in this prop-
erty with assurance that their rent 
and estimated utility costs will not 
exceed 30% of their income.  Un-
der the LIHTC program, households 
comprised only of full-time students 
(e.g. college students) are not eligi-
ble to reside in a LIHTC apartment.  

Hazelwood’s neighborhood and 
business district plans express a 
need for mix of residential and com-
mercial development at this location 
to activate Second Avenue and to 
serve existing and future residents.  
TCB is in the early stages of explor-
ing the composition of businesses 
that are desired and suitable for the 
“4800 Block” based on the Great-
er Hazelwood Neighborhood Plan 
(2019), Greater Hazelwood Hous-
ing & Business District Action Plan 
(2020), and stakeholder and resident 
feedback through community meet-

ings. Some ideas presented include 
a restaurant, credit union, hardware 
store, laundromat, co-op grocery, 
and space for emerging, minority 
entrepreneurs. 

Stay Tuned & Involved
TCB recognizes that the “4800 
Block” development is the product 
of years of community vision and 
support and encourages the commu-
nity to continue to provide input on 
the integration of public art, design 
of the public space, naming oppor-
tunities for the building, and tenants 
for the ground floor commercial 
space. If awarded LIHTC financing 
this year, meetings are anticipated to 
begin this fall. We look forward to 
the opportunity to work with com-
munity stakeholders and will pro-
vide additional updates on the de-
velopment as available.

For more information:
URA RFP - https://www.ura.org/
pages/4800-block-of-second-ave-
nue
The Community Builders - https://
www.tcbinc.org/
City of Bridges CLT - https://cityof-
bridgesclt.org/
GHNP - https://apps.pittsburghpa.
gov/redtail/images/7601_Final_
Hazelwood_Plan.pdf
Greater Hazelwood Housing & 
Business District Action Plan 
- https://449a2c9c-7771-4989-
8aef-8f4e3c257ce3.filesusr.com/
ugd/1caded_3e460de6821e4f-
9a8ef3f6dca85c5bbb.pdf

  

5319 Second 
Ave (along Man-

sion St.)



July 2021 Page ElevenJuly 2021

By Ray Gerard 

  On Sunday, June 13, a major 
storm event hit the Pittsburgh area 
and brought yet another flash flood 
to the Four Mile Run (The Run) 
neighborhood. Run residents have 
been pleading with City officials— 
including District 5 City Council 
member Corey O'Connor—to ad-
dress the flooding that has increased 
in frequency and severity over the 
past decade.

No injuries have been reported 
during the most recent flood, al-
though several parked cars and 
trucks were damaged (some totally) 
and some residents lost their hot wa-
ter tanks as the flooding spilled into 
their basements. The force of the 
stormwater/sewage mix broke off 
the bottom panel of a garage door 
at the corner of Saline and Acorn 
Streets, flooding the garage and the 
car inside. The toxic mix of sludge 
rose and filled the car’s front seat 
cup holders.

At the height of the flood, the water 
was well over 4 feet, matching the 
2016 flood that the Pittsburgh Water 
and Sewer Authority (PWSA) la-
beled a 25-year flood event. During 
the 2016 flood, one resident filmed 
firefighters rescuing a neighbor and 
his 8-year-old son from the top their 
car as they climbed  through the 
sunroof to escape the quickly ris-
ing water. News coverage of that 
event led to pressure on city offi-
cials to address the flooding issue 
and the PWSA was tapped to head 
up a plan. The PWSA has proposed 
a 10-year flood event plan, and say it 
will “reduce flooding” but residents 
say it's an inadequate plan for their 
neighborhood that has experienced 
several 25-, 50-, and 75-year floods 
within the last dozen years.

In August 2020, the PWSA filed a 
“dual permit” for the 4 Mile Run 
Watershed Improvement Plan. The 
application includes—and residents 
say is designed around—the con-
troversial Mon-Oakland Connector 
(MOC) shuttle road that would run 
through Panther Hollow, the Junc-
tion Hollow portion of Schenley 
Park, and The Run. This commu-
nity-opposed roadway is meant to 
allow Oakland universities Pitt and 
CMU to shuttle students and uni-
versity personnel to the Hazelwood 

Green development. The universi-
ties are looking to expand and want 
a more direct route to the site, where 
a CMU study states they wish to 
build student housing.
 
Expert sources in the field of infra-
structure and flood mitigation who 
wish to remain anonymous have 
been consulting residents through-
out the process since 2016 and say 
the PWSA plan will not solve The 
Run's flooding. Moreover, they 
say inclusion of the road through 
the park probably would under-
mine flood control. After review-
ing documents received through 
resident-filed Right-To-Know re-
quests, one source pointed out that 
including the roadway would mean 
the removal of 7 acres of tree cano-
py and the addition of at least 0.80 
acres (34,850 square feet) of paving 
to Junction Hollow. With the types 
of storms Pittsburgh has had in the 
past 10 years, a year with 50 inches 
of rain would generate an additional 
1 million+ gallons of runoff to The 
Run.

After visiting The Run and meeting 
with residents about their concerns, 
Pennsylvania Rep. Ed Gainey stat-
ed publicly that he will reallocate 
the capital budget money slated for 
the MOC. Rep. Gainey, who defeat-
ed current Mayor Bill Peduto in the 
May 18 primary election, includes 
the pledge on his website under the 
section titled Mobility: “Ed will 
stop buildout of Mon-Oakland Con-
nector and prevent the construction 
of other privatized or quasi-privat-
ized mass transit systems designed 
to support luxury development at 
the expense of existing residential 
communities.”

In October 2020, residents led a let-
ter-writing campaign to the Penn-
sylvania Department of Environ-

mental Protection (PA DEP) for 
improvements to the PWSA's plan 
and removal of the MOC from the 
permit. On May 27, the PA DEP sent 
an 8-page letter to PWSA detailing 
many technical deficiencies in the 
plan—including missing informa-
tion and inconsistent maps of the 
MOC route. The letter states in part:

• “The Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) has 
reviewed the above referenced ap-
plication package and has identified 
significant technical deficiencies.”

• “Provide evidence that the 
impervious area will not contrib-
ute additional flow increasing water 
surface elevations...”
• “Since this application 
only includes a section of DOMI’s 
Mon-Oakland Mobility Project, 
identify and describe, to the extent 
possible, any and all potential im-
pacts to aquatic resources, includ-
ing watercourses, floodways, flood-
plains and bodies of water, from 
the overall Mon-Oakland Mobility 
Project. Please note that based on 
your response to this item, that a 
Comprehensive Environmental As-
sessment may be requested.”

Residents of The Run and their allies 
demand these answers from PWSA. 
They continue to insist that the city 
prioritize this life-threatening flood-
ing issue and drop the privately con-
trolled roadway plan altogether.

Four Mile Run Overcome Again by Flash Flooding
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Planning commission concerned with trail impacts, 
affordability on South Side

By: Public Source 

   Developers working to reconfig-
ure the Southside Works complex 
asked the City Planning Commis-
sion to approve a proposed 246-unit 
apartment building near the neigh-
borhood’s marina, and arguably too 
close for comfort to a popular trail.

The developer, SomeraRoad, based 
in New York City and Nashville, is 
already at work on offices and pub-
lic spaces on the Flats, not far from 
the Hot Metal Bridge. The pro-
posed seven-story apartment build-
ing would sit on 1.8 acres along the 
Three Rivers Heritage Trail, near a 
Monongahela River marina.

“We think Southside Works could 
be a great live-work-play environ-
ment,” architect Travis Kreidler told 
the commission. “In a post-COVID 
environment it will really be a great 
experience for the City of Pitts-
burgh.”

The team plans close integration 
between the proposed Southside 
Works Riverfront Apartments and 
the trail. That trail runs to Millvale 
and Manchester, and connects to the 
Great Allegheny Passage. Entrances 
and some patios, along with a court-
yard, pool and lawn, would flank the 
trail. The 108 bicycle parking slots 

would complement 184 parking 
spaces.

Commissioner Becky Mingo wor-
ried that the design could, in plac-
es, further cramp an already-narrow 
stretch of trail on which speedy bi-
cycles buzz by pedestrians. “You 
haven’t really helped the situation 

there, and may have made it more 
difficult,” she told the development 
team.

Team members did not respond to 
her concerns.

Commissioner Holly Dick encour-
aged the inclusion of affordable 
units. Andrew Donchez, of Somer-
aRoad, said the developer is in talks 
with the Urban Redevelopment Au-
thority about inclusion of affordable 
units. The URA coordinates sever-
al programs that provide loans or 
grants to support development of 
apartments that must then remain 
affordable and reserved for house-
holds with modest incomes.

The commission is expected to hold 
a hearing and vote on the proposal 
June 29. If approved, SomeraRoad 
hopes to start construction late this 
year and open in early 2023.

An artist's rendering of a proposed apartment building that developer SomeraRoad 
wants to build near the Three Rivers Heritage Trail at the Southside Works, submitted 
to the City Planning Commission for its meeting on June 15, 2021.

Jim McCue (St. Jim the Composter)Jim McCue (St. Jim the Composter)
Composter & Biotech ResearcherComposter & Biotech Researcher
(412) 880-7237(412) 880-7237

Follow Jim online at:Follow Jim online at:
• bioeverything.blogspot.com• bioeverything.blogspot.com
• facebook.com/alllifelover• facebook.com/alllifelover
• • hazelwoodharvestinc.blogspot.comhazelwoodharvestinc.blogspot.com

• hazelwoodurbangardens.blogspot.• hazelwoodurbangardens.blogspot.comcom

Reality
    We are in a time in which even the 
basic tenets of physics have become 
up for question.   Time and space are 
illusions, according to physicists.  
Matter is changed by the changing 
attitudes and expectations we have.  
Physicists are talking about travel 
back and forth in time.   

    We are in the best and the worst of 
times.  We have all the technology. 

Let out your inner hippie. 

... http://www.backtothegardenfilm.
com/  

..."The world is not coming to an 
end; the world is coming to a start.  I 
can feel it in my heart." 

"The more we get together the hap-
pier we'll be." 
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=YzL0kQs3fg4&t=4s 

APPLY NOW

L A N D F O R C E  J O B  O P E N I N G S

 F O R  2 0 2 1  C R E W  M E M B E R S

2 N D  T R A I N I N G

 

 

 
Prepare yourself for your next career?

Be employed to restore Pittsburgh's environment?

Learn more about taking care of trees, building trails, maintaining rain gardens,

and rehabilitating vacant lots?

Assist Landforce with land stewardship contracts on a seasonal basis. 

Projects may include tree planting & care, rain garden & bioswale

installation & maintenance, deconstruction, invasive plant removal, trail

construction, and basic construction

Application Deadline: 11:59 P.M. Tuesday, July 13th

Interviews: July 12st - July 16th

On-site Working Interviews: July 21st - July 23rd 

Start Date: August 2, 2021

Training Pay: $10/hour for 35 hours/week 

Employment Pay: Up to $15/hour for 36 hours/week

 
Do you want to:

If so, Landforce is the place for you.
 

Crew Member Duties:

Apply Online: tinyurl.com/landforcejob
Or Call:  (412) 256 - 8053
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Abriola’s Auto Parts......................................................(412) 421-8100
Allegheny Fence............................................................(412) 421-6005
Automotive Medic........................................................(412) 422-2886
Brad Rosen Landscaping.............................................(412) 421-4330
C&D’s Kitchen...............................................................(412) 224-2658
Carpets & Things..........................................................(412) 401-8049
Christian Cleaning Services........................................(412) 781-5989
Colwell Automotive......................................................(412) 422-2658
Community Kitchen Pittsburgh.................................(412) 246-4736
Dylamato’s Market........................................................(412) 521-1351
Easy Does it Lawn Care...............................................(412) 708-3586
Elevationz:  MoNae’s Hair Studio , Killa Kutz , New 2 You     &

The Diamond Room...................................................(412) 235-7033 
Elizabeth Pharmacy......................................................(412) 421-0114
Elmer Herman Funeral Home....................................(412) 521-2768
Floriated Interpretations..............................................(412) 607-7886
General Contractor - Mike Lignini............................(412) 600-1969
Graphics 22 Signs, Inc..................................................(412) 422-1125
Gray’s Tidy Up Services...............................................(412) 819-5597
Greenfield Jewelers.......................................................(412) 904-3589
Halbleib’s Auto Body....................................................(412) 422-4665
Hazelwood Family Health Center..............................(412) 422-9420
Inspirational Wear.......................................................(412) 218-4782
Italian Village Pizza......................................................(412) 521-1900
Marks Fantastic Photos................................................(412) 403-9247
MDT Home Remodeling & Repair............................(412) 467-9577
Jimmy Cohen Plumbing,Heating and Mechanical..(412) 421-2208
John D. O’Connor & Son Funeral Home..................(412) 521-8116
Jozsa Corner Hungarian Restaurant..........................(412) 422-1886
K & M Clean Fix LLC (Handyman Services).............(937) 369-8364
K & T Cleaning..............................................................(412) 337-7903
Key Bank ........................................................................(412) 422-7420
Kruszka’s Auto................................................................(412) 521-8911
La Gourmandine............................................................(412) 291-8146
Lytle Cafe........................................................................(412) 421-4881
Odell Minniefield Construction and Services.............(412) 421-6662
Phyl’s Cleaning and De’cor............................................(412) 708-3586
The Pittsburgh Stop........................................................(412) 969-7488
Reed’s Sweet Treats.........................................................(412) 449-9338
Renee’ Roma Personal Training....................................(412) 443-6957
Rite Aid............................................................................(412) 421-6948
Smuts Brothers Debris Removal...................................(412) 512-7739
We Care Chiropractic.....................................................(412)-521-8890
Webster Electric..............................................................(412)-290-1112

Want your business listed for FREE?
Call 412-421-7234 or email skanar@hazelwoodinitiative.org

Support Your
Local businesses 

July 2021
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Gainey, Miller applaud U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
allowing college athletes to be paid

Lawmakers say legislature should vote on Pa.’s Fair Pay for Play Act

Addiction medication at Allegheny County Jail could save lives. 
Advocates say little has been done as local overdoses rise.

By: Public Source 

Lucy sat in her car on a cold January 
day outside the Allegheny County 
Jail for eight hours, waiting for her 
son John to be released.

John wanted her to be there, she 
said. He worried he might relapse 
on heroin if she wasn’t outside the 
jail to greet him. When he was final-
ly released, he started crying. 

“Momma, I’m sorry,” he told her. 
“I’m sorry.” He told her his addic-
tion was his own fault.

Lucy began looking for a doctor’s 
appointment to get him back on his 
medications, which he wasn’t able 
to receive in jail. He was taking 
two drugs to treat his bipolar disor-
der, and Suboxone, a prescription 
drug used to help stabilize people 
with opioid use disorders. But she 
couldn’t find anyone who could see 
John right away.

In the days after his release in 2011, 
John, then 27, helped his 15-year-
old sister with her math homework. 
He talked with his mom about his 
plans to expand his medical staffing 
business. And he made plans to take 
his 5-year-old daughter to a Christ-
mas show at the Benedum Center 
for the Performing Arts. Lucy asked 
that their last names be withheld to 
protect John’s daughter.

John bought a couple of stamp bags 
of heroin, so that he wouldn’t feel 
the effects of his drug withdrawal so 
much when he was with his daugh-
ter. 

But they never made it to the show.

John overdosed in the bathroom of a 
coffee shop.

Since John’s death ten years ago, 
more than 4,500 people have died of 
an overdose in the county, hundreds 
of them after leaving the jail. An 
Allegheny County analysis of over-
dose deaths between 2015 and 2016 
showed that almost one in every five 
people who died of an overdose had 
been released from jail at some point 
in the previous year. About half of 
that group died within 90 days of 
being released and a quarter died 

within 30 days of leaving the jail.

On Monday morning, Lucy was one 
of more than 180 doctors and health 
experts, community members and 
formerly incarcerated individuals, 
who sent a letter urging the jail to 
immediately begin to administer 
drugs like Suboxone and methadone 
to incarcerated people with sub-
stance abuse disorders, like the one 
John had. The letter was emailed to 
Allegheny County leaders, includ-
ing the warden and the county ex-
ecutive.

The county, which historically has 
limited medication-assisted drug 
treatment to pregnant women, says 
it has been working for the last two 
years to implement a broader pro-
gram. Currently, nine people in jail 
are receiving Suboxone, including 
one pregnant woman, and 16 people 
are being treated with naltrexone, a 
drug that inhibits desire for opioids 
but doesn’t have an opiate effect like 
Suboxone.

In an emailed statement, county 
spokesperson Amie Downs said a” 
task force has been working for two 
years to prepare the jail to begin ad-
ministering these drugs. The group 
“examines training and education 
for personnel, diversion programs, 
medication access in jail and in 
court-involved populations.”

On Thursday, the county’s Jail Over-
sight Board voted against a motion 
to require medication to be given to 
people who already had a prescrip-
tion for a drug like Suboxone. Jail 
officials at the meeting said the mo-
tion presented logistical and legal 
challenges. And in Monday’s letter, 
the health experts said treatment 
should be expanded even further, to 
include anyone with an opioid use 

disorder, not just those with existing 
prescriptions.

“For years, we have been told that 
the adoption of buprenorphine [Sub-
oxone] to treat inmates with [Opioid 
Use Disorder] is imminent,” the let-
ter to county officials reads. “We can 
no longer afford to wait.”

The situation is ‘dire’
The number of drug overdose 
deaths in 2020 spiked for the second 
year in a row in Allegheny County. 
Although overdose data can take 
months to be confirmed, there are 
already 687 confirmed overdose 
deaths last year, the second highest 
all-time total, after 2017.

The situation is “dire,” the letter 
says and further accuses jail lead-
ers of bypassing funding that other 
counties have taken up to pay for 
programs helping individuals con-
tinue their addiction treatment in the 
jail. Downs said the county is apply-
ing for a grant to help fund the jail’s 
program.

Drug-assisted treatment for opioid 
use disorder is “the gold standard” 
for treatment in the industry, accord-
ing to a variety of experts who work 
to help people with addiction. In 
2017, county health officials recom-
mended that the jail adopt the treat-
ment, because of evidence that it 
reduces drug use, overdoses, crime 
and infectious diseases.

“It would be illegal and unethical to 
deny someone their diabetes or heart 
medication when entering the jail, 
yet this is routinely done for people 
with [opioid use disorder] who are 
at the greatest risk of dying from 
overdose in the community follow-
ing their release,” the Monday letter 
reads.

The letter says around 500 people 
should be eligible to receive treat-
ment. The county did not answer 
questions from PublicSource about 
how the jail assesses whether a per-
son has an opioid use disorder or 
how many people in the jail would 
be eligible. 

“If we really think this is an epidem-
ic, we need to act like it’s an epi-
demic."
The jail is working toward provid-
ing methadone but does not have 
the federally required license to do 
so, said Laura Williams, chief dep-
uty warden of healthcare services, 
during the May 6 Jail Oversight 
Board meeting. It plans to present a 
request for proposal [RFP] for qual-
ified vendors to bid to be able to pro-
vide methadone on-site. The county 
said the RFP is being drafted now 
but did not provide a more specific 
timeline for moving forward. 

The jail also hired a substance use 
case manager in December to build 
a program to provide medicines like 
Suboxone and refer individuals to 
community providers upon their re-
lease. 

Several of the individuals who 
signed the letter to county officials 
said the recent effort to supply med-
icine to a few individuals is not 
moving fast enough. Alice Bell, 
who serves as overdose project pre-
vention coordinator at Prevention 
Point Pittsburgh, said the county has 
known for years that drugs like Sub-
oxone help save lives. 

“This is not something that is in dis-
pute. The jail has not said this is a 
terrible idea. They said, ‘Yes, we 
agree, we’re going to do it.’” she 
said. “The issue is it’s taking forev-
er.”

Prevention Point has put resources 
into creating new mobile units to 
help make Suboxone more easily 
available to people during the pan-
demic. “And if any of those peo-
ple end up getting arrested, then 
it’s kind of all for nothing: They’re 

Continued on Page Seventeen

Source: istock.com



Gainey, Miller applaud U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
allowing college athletes to be paid

Lawmakers say legislature should vote on Pa.’s Fair Pay for Play Act
State Rep. Ed Gainey
State Rep. Dan Miller
D-Allegheny
www.pahouse.com/gainey
www.pahouse.com/miller

HARRISBURG, June 22 – A U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling earlier this 
week has further opened the door for 
college athletes across the country 
to be compensated for their work, 
state Reps. Ed Gainey and Dan 
Miller noted. The two Allegheny 
County Democrats have sponsored 
the Fair Pay for Play Act, which 
would allow college athletes to earn 
money for their athletic efforts and 
is designed to keep Pennsylvania 
colleges competitive nationwide.
 
In a unanimous decision, SCOTUS 
ruled that the NCAA could not bar 
payments to student athletes. And 
while the ruling only applies to 

payments and other benefits related 
to educational needs, the language 
used in the decision suggests that 
the high court could challenge the 
NCAA policy prohibiting student 
athletes from profiting off their per-
formance, name, image, or likeness-
es. You can read the full decision 
here.
 
“The NCAA is a billion-dollar in-
dustry thanks to the college ath-
letes that bring in money for their 
schools. Yet, they are prohibited 
from doing something as simple as 
using their own name to make mon-
ey from their efforts,” Gainey said. 
“I applaud the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing, which notes that the NCAA has 
been getting away with not paying 
their workers for decades, some-
thing that you would never see any-
where else in this country. It’s time 
for that to change, and it can start 

with the General Assembly passing 
the Fair Pay for Play Act.”
 
Gainey and Miller’s legislation, 
known officially as H.B. 632, would 
allow college athletes in Pennsylva-
nia to sign endorsement deals, earn 
compensation for their name, image 
and likeness, and sign licensing con-
tracts that would allow them to earn 
money. It would also allow them 
to hire professional representation, 
like agents, to manage their con-
tracts and finances.
 
“It’s no secret -- the massive profits 
that schools and the NCAA collect 
off the hard work of student athletes 
far outweigh the current compen-
sation and protections extended to 
them, with disproportionate effects 
on our athletes of color,” Miller said. 
“The court’s ruling is a step towards 
correcting this wrong and paves the 

Eliminating community violence – it takes each one of us
OP-ED
State Rep. Jake Wheatley
D-Allegheny
www.pahouse.com/Wheatley

Less than one year ago, I remember 
speaking with the family of Zyki-
er Young, a one-year-old who was 
shot and killed in his home, and 
expressing my condolences and re-
affirming my commitment to ensure 
my colleagues and I would do all 
we could to reduce and eliminate 
senseless violence--especially gun 
violence--that injures and kills our 
babies. Fast forward to today, and 
just recently, more senseless vio-
lence has continued to destroy our 
communities and countries. Our cit-
ies and towns are experiencing what 
feels like a surge of increased vio-
lence. The pain and suffering must 
stop!  My heart goes out to the fam-
ilies who’ve lost loved ones behind 
violence of any kind. As an elected 
official, I feel compelled to do more 
to fight even harder to change the 
root causes that lead to, and make it 
easy, to hurt, harm, or kill.  

Many of you I know will question 
whether there is anything that can 
truly stop violence from happening.  
Some will push for stricter gun ac-

cess, some will advocate for harsh-
er punishments for those commit-
ting acts of violence, while still 
others will want to enact changes 
to social conditions to minimize 
or eliminate violence. I don’t be-
lieve there is one single answer to 
how we will change the realities 
that we are seeing in our homes, 
communities, and world.  What 
we can’t do is stop, get frustrated, 
or give up trying any and every 
means available to make sure our 
children are taught how to deal 
with the challenges in their lives 
without resorting to violence.
That means we must have appro-
priate resources in place for fam-
ilies to access food, housing, and 
their basic needs in ways that are 
life-affirming and not dismissive 
or demeaning. Our environments 
- both inside and outside of our 
homes - are tremendous influenc-
es as to how we see the world and 
interact with it. We must commit 
ourselves to making sure we create 
safe, nurturing, and deescalating 
environments within our homes 
while we also create those con-
ditions within our communities. 
None of this can be successful 
without governmental support and 
coordinated, targeted investments 
with community leadership.

We clearly have a problem with 
how easily people can access legal 
and illegal guns. We do need more  
resources to create, maintain and 
support safe spaces for youth and 
out of school time programming. 
We also need to increase our support 
for families who are suffering from 
a lack of quality, affordable housing 
and those who lack economic sta-
bility and family support. Creating 
a  workable, coordinated network of 
support to empower and assist fam-
ilies is certainly a step in the right 
direction. However, these efforts 
will not resolve our community’s 
violence challenges. 
 
I am convinced violence is a learned 
behavior, and we must do every-
thing we can to start the collective 
process of unlearning what we have 
been trained, shown, and reinforced 
to believe.  While I may be limited 
in what I can do with how you han-
dle your family culture as it relates 
to violence, I can advocate for poli-
cies and resources to assist you and 
your family to unlearn the behaviors 
and conditions that lead to violent 
responses. I can continue to work 
to ensure we have safe places and 
programs that provide the positive 
reinforcement our children need to 
be strong and productive. I can con-

tinue to address poverty and its as-
sociated conditions that cause many 
to lose hope.

What we cannot do is accept the vi-
olence we see far too often and treat 
it as normal. It’s certainly not nor-
mal and doing all we can to reduce 
and eliminate it is our collective 
responsibility. Government work-
ing with our families and commu-
nities is our only hope to eliminate 
violence in all forms from our daily 
lives. I remain committed to that 
goal.
 
Rep. Jake Wheatley is the Dem-
ocratic chairman of the Pa. House 
Professional Licensure Committee 
and represents the 19th Legislative 
District.

way for our bill to offer greater fi-
nancial opportunity and security 
for these athletes.”
 
To date, California, Colorado, 
Florida, Michigan, New Jersey, 
and Nebraska have passed sim-
ilar legislation. The Fair Pay to 
Play Act is currently sitting in 
the House Education Committee 
awaiting further action.
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Addiction medication at Allegheny County Jail could save lives. 
Advocates say little has been done as local overdoses rise.

Source: istock.com

Source: istock.com
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Landscaping On A Budget: 4 Ways to Cut Costs

 By Julie & Ted Block

With summer in full swing, you’re 
likely spending more time outside in 
the yard. 

And, if you’re anything like us, 
you’re never quite satisfied with your 
landscaping. 

Sure, we’ve managed to combine 
looks with functionality (we’re real-
ly excited about the zipline and a few 
other installations we’ve managed 
for the kids), but there always seems 
to be more work to do. 

And that can get expensive. 

With that in mind, we recently start-
ed exploring new ways to keep land-
scaping costs as low as possible. 
How to Lower Landscaping Costs
Here are a few strategies worth ex-
ploring this summer:

1. Consider using mulch alterna-
tives. Mulch can quickly drive up 
your landscaping expenses, and the 
average homeowner can easily spend 
hundreds of dollars on a single deliv-
ery of mulch. 

And although mulch looks and smells 
great, it’s main purpose is to cut down 
on watering and weeding. 

Two alternatives: leaves and news-
papers. If you have leaves left over 

3. Focus on water. 
Depending on how 
big your garden 
is, you could easi-
ly spend more than 
$100 a month on wa-
tering your plants!

Rain barrels con-
nected to your gut-
ters can help you 
collect fresh rain-
water to use later in 
your garden without 
spending a fortune 
on water from the 
tap.

Although some rain 
barrels start at around $20 each, many 
can cost hundreds of dollars. The 
good news is that you could end up 
saving that much or more by the end 
of a single summer!

4. Switch to a container garden. 
Filling your entire property line with 
beautiful flowers is time consuming 
and expensive. A container garden 
can be just as pretty and much more 
manageable since you have less area 
to nurture and fewer weeds to contend 
with. 

Plus, a great container garden looks 
great alongside your back porch and 
makes for a great conversation piece 
when you’re hosting friends! 

from the fall or even just sitting 
around your tree line, consider throw-
ing them through a woodchipper to 
shred them, then spread them as you 
would mulch. 

You can also spread a few layers of 
newspaper beneath your topsoil be-
fore planting to help keep down weeds 
and other undesirable plant life. You 
may still choose to spread traditional 
mulch on top to help your flower beds 
look their best, but the newspaper will 
offer a great weed barrier to get you 
started.

2. Use more stone. Stone gardens 
have exploded in popularity in recent 
years because they’re beautiful and 
environmentally friendly. 

Buying and installing the stone can 
be expensive initially, but the yearly 
maintenance costs of a stone garden 
is dramatically lower than a living 
garden! 

If you don’t have the budget or desire 
for a stone garden, consider install-
ing a simple fire pit (check your local 
laws beforehand so you know how far 
from the property line and structures 
your fire pit should sit). 

You can find fire pits or stones for a 
fire pit at nearly any hardware store, 
and you can finish your installation in 
a single afternoon. 

As an added bonus, container gardens 
are ideal for individuals who have 
trouble kneeling or squatting for long 
periods of time while gardening. 
Have Any Other Tips?
If you have any other tips on land-
scaping on a budget, we’d love to 
hear from you! Feel free to send us 
an email at theblocks@blocksinthe-
burgh.com.

Cheers,

Julie & Ted Block

This article was an excerpt from a 
longer post on our blog. To read more, 
visit www.blocksintheburgh.com.

    

The UPMC Living-at-Home Program is a 
geriatric care management program.

• Comprehensive in-home assessment

• Free to eligible seniors 70 or older who 
   live in one of 23 surrounding Pittsburgh 
   neighborhoods

For more information, call 412-723-6200 
or visit UPMC.com/livingathome.

UPMC LIVING-AT-HOME 
PROGRAM

Coordinated Care 
Helping Seniors 
Stay Healthy at Home
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Carlow Awarded Two $225k Grants to Provide Teaching 
Certification for Educators of Color

Sean McFarland, MA
Public Relations &
Communications Manager
Email: sdmcfarland@carlow.edu

PITTSBURGH, Pa. – Carlow Uni-
versity has been awarded a total of 
$450,000 from two grants to back 
the education department’s “Power 
of One” project, aimed at providing 
teacher certification for educators 
of color in Pittsburgh. Each respec-
tive $225,000 grant was awarded 
by the McElhattan Foundation and 
the Grable Foundation to support a 
strategic partnership between Car-
low and the nearby Sto-Rox school 
district. 
The “Power of One” grant will al-
low Carlow and Sto-Rox to offer 

a seamless and supportive degree 
pathway for initial teacher certifica-
tion for Black and Indigenous peo-
ple of color. In total, the program 
anticipates the certification of 18 
teachers. 
“We are incredibly grateful for the 
support of these two foundations to 
support diversity among teachers,” 
said Keely Baronak, chair of Car-
low University’s education depart-
ment. “The Power of One project 
will have a tangible impact on in-
creasing the number of educators of 
color in a district where 73% of stu-
dents identify as Black and multi-ra-
cial and further solidify the already 
strong relationship between Carlow 
and Sto-Rox.”
”Power of One” is named to high-

light the power of a single teacher 
or educator to positively impact the 
trajectory of a child’s life. The pro-
gram offers different pathways to 
certification based on an individual 
applicant’s previous education ex-
perience. Initial teaching certifica-
tion is available for specialization in 
early childhood, reading specialists, 
special education, art education or 
secondary education.
"The Power of One project is a great 
opportunity not only for the stu-
dents of the Sto-Rox School District 
but also for the community of Sto-
Rox,” said Frank Dalmas, Sto-Rox 
superintendent. “The Power of One 
provides opportunities and profes-
sional growth to our local residents 
who in turn want to give back to the 

children of the Sto-Rox Communi-
ty. I can't express my appreciation 
enough for all the individuals at 
Carlow University who support our 
school and community and go the 
extra mile for us.”
The opportunity is a boon to the al-
ready strong relationship between 
Carlow and Sto-Rox. The school 
district will provide continuing full-
time employment throughout the 
length of the program for Power of 
One participants as they complete 
student teaching for teacher certifi-
cation. 
About Carlow University

kicked off of Suboxone, forced into 
withdrawal, and have to start from 
scratch, if they don’t die of an over-
dose first,” she said.

If the county was as serious about 
the opioid epidemic as it was the 
COVID-19 pandemic, she said, it 
would be moving a lot faster. The 
difference is that the coronavirus can 
affect anyone, but there is still stig-
ma against drug users. “If we really 
think this is an epidemic, we need to 
act like it’s an epidemic,” she said. 
“We need to move quickly and use 
the tools that are well documented 
to be effective.”

Eric Hulsey, who also signed the let-
ter and works as a senior technical 
advisor in the overdose prevention 
program at Vital Strategies, said that 
incarcerated patients who take drugs 
like Suboxone and methadone are 
less likely to commit further crimes 
or overdose once they leave. More 
than 1,000 children in Allegheny 
County lost a parent to an overdose 
between 2002 and 2017, according 
to a research letter Hulsey published 
in the Journal of American Medi-
cal Association - Pediatrics. Hulsey 
said his involvement in the letter 
campaign is as a concerned citizen 
and not in conjunction with his job.

Formerly incarcerated people who 
seek treatment after being released 
from state prisons are often in a 
better place than people who come 
from the county jail, according to 

Alex Perla, who signed the letter 
and works as director of admissions 
and marketing at Jade Wellness 
Center, a substance abuse treatment 
center in Allegheny County. 

Many of the state prisons, Perla 
said, connect the individuals to 
therapists and follow-up treatment, 
in addition to stabilizing medica-
tions like Suboxone. But many 
of the people who were forced to 
detox in jail, never even show up 
to their appointments after their 
release, Perla said.

“There are systems doing it and 
they are doing it well,” Perla said. 
“We are not creating a wheel here, 
we just have to adapt it to our own 
jail population.”

Jail progress?
At Thursday’s Jail Oversight Board 
meeting, jail officials outlined the 
plan for expanding its medication 
assisted treatment program and 
explained some of the challenges 
that have kept them from offering 
treatment to everyone who needs it. 
The board voted down a proposal to 
immediately expand the treatments 
because of logistical and legal 
hurdles.

During the meeting, board member 
Bethany Hallam introduced a mo-
tion to expand the use of medica-
tions for opioid use disorder to any-
one who has it already prescribed 
to them. The jail has a contract 

with Tadiso, an outpatient opioid 
treatment facility in the North Side, 
which enables the company to 
provide methadone to people at the 
jail. In the past, the recipients have 
been limited to pregnant women.

Hallam’s motion was in part 
prompted by a letter from the PA 
Institutional Law Project about a 
71-year-old man who was denied 
methadone while in jail.

At the March board meeting, 
Hallam urged jail administration to 
move faster to expand treatment to 
everyone who needs it. “To know 
that there are people going through 
this right now, month after month 
after month, and we say ‘Oh it is 
in the works.’ The RFP still has not 
gone out,” she said.

Williams said the motion to im-
mediately expand treatment would 
present logistical challenges, such 
as requiring the jail to renegotiate 
its contract with Tadiso and hiring 
additional staff to provide required 
accompanying counseling services. 

The motion failed in a 2-2 vote.

“My heart is there,” said board 
member Terri Klein, who abstained 
from voting. 

“I think it’s the right thing to do, 
but I am so conflicted if we can’t 
implement it the way the regula-
tions state.”

Former medical employees and 
formerly incarcerated people told 
PublicSource individuals often 
must wait in the jail’s intake depart-
ment while enduring severe detox 
symptoms, without proper medical 
oversight. 

Advocates and health providers 
have fought to provide medicines 
like methadone and Suboxone at 
the jail for years. Nurse practitioner 
Allie Palm, who signed the letter 
and worked at the jail in 2016, said 
she pushed to provide naltrexone to 
individuals with opioid use disor-
der but was met with resistance by 
other medical staff. “It was just a 
fighting battle,” Palm said. 

Correction (5/12/2021): This story 
previously misstated the funding 
source for the jail's new substance 
use case manager position.

Oliver Morrison is PublicSource’s 
environment and health report-
er. He can be reached at oliver@
publicsource.org or on Twitter @
ORMorrison.

Juliette Rihl is a reporter for Pub-
licSource. She can be reached at 
juliette@publicsource.org or on 
Twitter @JulietteRihl.

Addiction -  Continued from Page Fourteen

 Continued  on Page Nineteen
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EMERGENCY RENTAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(ERAP)

DON'T GET EVICTED! GET HELP!

https://covidrentrelief.alleghenycounty.us/

For more neighborhood housing and event info visit

https://hazelwoodinitiative.org or follow us on Facebook.

Phone: (412) 421-7234.

W-2 or 1040 or 1099 tax forms, paystubs
SSI or Unemployment determination letter
Lease agreement signed by landlord and tenant
Utility bills and statement of back-owed rent

Rental and utility assistance is now available for those
who have suffered a loss of income, OR increased expenses
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. (Ex: higher utility bills
because you are home all day>)

Up to 12 months of late rent payments and 3 months
of future payments can be made--typically within 2 weeks
of application. You must apply online. 

If you don't have a computer or mobile device, you can go to a drop-
in center or make an appointment for a phone intake (slightly slower)
by calling Action Housing at (412) 248-0021.

You do not need to be a citizen. Interpretation services
available. A social security number is not required.

Documents needed:

Carlow

REP IS COMING TO
HAZELWOOD!

NOW COLLABORATING WITH
HAZELWOOD INITIATIVE AND

CENTER OF LIFE

Research for Equity and Power (REP)...
Engages youth and adult residents in Community
Conversations about ways they can influence equitable
development.

Empowers residents to develop an Equitable
Development Playbook to influence positive
neighborhood change, supporting local plans like the
Greater Hazelwood Neighborhood Plan.

How can you get involved now? 
REP needs community members to shape and inform the
project by joining a Community Advisory Board (CAB).

 The CAB will meet for about 1 hour, 1-2 times a month throughout the
project, and CAB members will receive $20 per meeting. 

 
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED, CONTACT:

 
 

A PITT AND HOMEWOOD
CHILDREN'S VILLAGE PROJECT
THAT STARTED IN HOMEWOOD 

KATIE HOLLER:
KMD196@PITT.EDU

MARY OHMER: 
 MLO51@PITT.EDU

SHANNAH THARP-GILLIAM:
SGILLIAM@HCV.ORG

TIFFANY TAULTON:
TTAULTON@HAZELWOODINITIATIVE.ORG;

412-392-7427
DANIELLE.CHAYKOWSKY@

CENTEROFLIFE.NET
 KIYOMI.KNOX@CENTEROFLIFE.NET.
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Carlow
Carlow is a private, co-educational, 
Catholic university located in the 
heart of Pittsburgh’s “Eds, Meds, 
and Tech” district. Founded by the 
Sisters of Mercy in 1929, Carlow’s 
curricula and partnerships reflect its 
strong commitment to social jus-
tice; ethical, forward-thinking and 
responsible leadership; and service 
to the community that has a mean-
ingful impact. Undergraduate and 
graduate degrees are offered in two 
colleges: the College of Health and 
Wellness and the College of Arts 
and Sciences. The College of Health 
and Wellness includes the depart-
ments of Nursing, Respiratory Care, 
Healthcare Data Analytics, Health 
Management, and graduate degrees 

in Speech-Language Pathology and 
the Physician Assistant programs. 
Graduate programs in Occupational 
Therapy and Physical Therapy will 
soon be added.
Carlow University also believes in 
the education and growth of students 
both inside and outside the class-
room, where they can join student 
government, clubs, and academic 
honorary societies where they can 
develop skills in judgment, leader-
ship, analysis, decision-making, and 
communication. For student-ath-
letes, Carlow’s 14 athletic teams are 
known as the Celtics, a reflection of 
the university’s Irish heritage and 
roots.

  

-  Continued from Page Seventeen
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 By Gerri Tipton

     The Fourth of July is the one 
of the most celebrated and popular 
holidays of the summer. Almost ev-
eryone celebrates this day by hav-
ing a cookout gathering, lighting 
fireworks, hanging out with friends 
and family, or traveling. People look 
forward to nice warm weather, good 
food and drinks, and just having a 
good time overall.
      The history of July 4th goes 
back to when the Revolutionary 
War broke out in 1775. Initially, few 
colonists desired independence, but 
this perspective changed as the war 
raged on. Colonists had a desire to 
be independent from Great Britain. 
This prompted Richard Lee Henry 
to introduce a motion calling for 13 
colonies to gain independence. On 
June 7, 1776, the Continental Con-
gress met at the Pennsylvania state 
house in Philadelphia and Virgina 
delegate, Richard Lee Henry intro-
duced a motion for independence. 
The Continental Congress voted 
in favor of independence on July 
2, 1776. Two days’ later, delegates 
from the 13 colonies adopted the 
Declaration of Independence that 

was drafted by Thomas Jefferson. 
From then on, July 4th has been 
celebrated as Independence Day 
(https://www.history.com/topics/
holidays/july-4th ).
 The early celebrations of 
this holiday included concerts, bon-
fires, parades, firing cannons and 
public readings. Similar to what 
we do now, fire works are the main 
source of entertainment people love 
to enjoy. A co-worker told me that 
her and her husband get their head 
start on fireworks by purchasing 
them months ahead of time.
 “My husband and I travel a 
lot, so we’ll sometimes go to Ohio 
or West Virginia to get fireworks 
from one of the vendors”, said Am-
ber Wilson. “We get a head start as 
soon as the summer hits to avoid the 
crowds.
 Popular fireworks store 
Phantom Fireworks is open all year 
around. This is beneficial for cus-
tomers like Wilson to get fire works 
anytime of the year, especially for 
other holidays like Memorial and 
Labor Day.
 “If we don’t make it out 
of town for fireworks, we’ll go to 
Phantom Fireworks, but it’s early 

in the morning. The line is wrapped 
around the building every time you 
pull up”.
 For food, people make the 
common ‘grilling out food’ such as 
burgers, hot dogs, ribs, corn, baked 
beans and potato salad, just to name 
a few. A friend of mine likes to make 
flag inspired caprese salad, with a 
red, white and blue cocktail.
 “The caprese salad is very 
creative, and tasty”, said Sissy Al-
len. “And the cocktail is fascinating. 
Everyone loves it”.
 When I was younger, my 
parents would have a cookout at our 
house. Family and friends would 
come over, loud music would be 
playing, everyone would be dancing 
in our backyard; just chilling enjoy-
ing each other’s company. We had 
an inflatable pool in our backyard 
and a hose hooked up on the side 
of the house, where we would spray 
each other and get wet. It was need-
ed being that July is the absolute 
hottest month of the summer. The 
memories from those cookouts were 
endless, which is what holidays are 
about.
 What’s most enjoyable about 
celebrating July 4 is the fun every-

one gets to have with each other. 
Now that the world is opening back 
up and restrictions are being lifted, 
people will feel more comfortable 
going to gatherings where there may 
be a lot of people. Not to mention, 
people will most likely be outside 
for the festivities.
 Whatever you are doing for 
the holiday, make sure you have fun 
and most importantly be safe. 

wood donated by the Penguins who 
also volunteered hours to install it, 
the rink was finally ready—only 
to have its opening delayed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Nothing 
could dampen the excitement by 
the kids, however, who had the op-
portunity to hold the scissors during 
the ribbon cutting and quickly 
jumped in to play some games 
afterwards! 
“This is the first major investment 

Happy Fourth of July: History and Celebration

New Dek Hockey Rink for the 31st Ward
By Tiffany Taulton

On Wednesday, June 9th, the Mc-
Bride Dek Hockey Rink in Lincoln 
Place had its ribbon cutting cere-
mony. The opening was the culmi-
nation of nearly three years of work 
by Councilman Corey O’Connor 
and Patrick Stack, Vice President of 
the 31st Ward Community Action 
Group. With funding secured by the 
City and other donors, as well as 

in the 31st Ward in a very long 
time. Traditionally, this ward has 
been ignored, almost forgotten, 
due to its location in the City. This 
Dek Hockey Rink is huge for the 
neighborhood, especially for the 
kids.  I think this represents the 
first steps towards revitalizing our 
ward and local businesses,  as we 
begin to utilize the rink for leagues 
and tournaments,” remarked Ryan 
Herbinko, President of the 31st 

Ward Community Action Group. 
Catered by Porked, the event had 
over 70 people in attendance—in-
cluding over 30 children. Officials 
at the event included Mayor Bill 
Peduto, Councilman O’Connor, 
Kevin Acklin from the Penguins, 
and the City’s Department of Pub-
lic Works.
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FREE TO
Connect your student with the remote learning support and 
homework help that they need to succeed. Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh is your source for resources for learners of all ages 
and unique needs. Our learning support meets you wherever you 
are... online, by phone, text or in-person.

CLP – Homework Help/Learning Support
Call: 412-622-3114
Text: 412-775-3900
carnegielibrary.org/kids-teens 

FREE TO THE PEOPLE

discover   learn   CONNECT   succeed

Reader Call: The Six Word Challenge

A pet you'll always remember
 
My kitty joy, little Skippy boy.
 
 
A decision that took you someplace 
unexpected
 
Left a small town, Pittsburgh bound!
 
 
Something old you can't bring your-
self to get rid of
 
I'll fit into those jeans again!
 
 
By:
Miss Bea

#1 - Pet

Sweet Gracie Mae,
Loved to play!

#2 - Decision

Enlisted, Indiana;
Wound up in, Pennsylvania!

#3 - Something old

Daddy's rocking chair,
Sweet memories everywhere.

By: Sgt "J"

A pet you'll always remember.

Bud, played in mud.  Little stud.

A decision that took you some-
where unexpected.

Left. Now love of life blessed.

Something old you can't seem to 
get rid of.

Dad's old chair, sitting in solitaire.

By: MaryAnn Majcher

New Dek Hockey Rink for the 31st Ward

Here are your prompt for next month's issue! Please submit 
your work by July 15th

Write a 6-word poem about:
• A severe storm
• Post-pandemic travel plans
• Your favorite summer holiday

     The concept of distilling a story or poem down to a mere six words has ex-
isted for several decades, with the first well-known example being attributed 
to Ernest Hemingway in the 1920's (though there is no official record of him 
writing any six-word stories). For years, Eric Boyd wrote one or more six-
word pieces a day, often by request. People wrote to him with long, complicat-
ed prompts or real-life experiences which they wanted to see condensed into 
six words. Often these were philosophical or deeply personal, sometimes they 
were downright absurd. Readers of The Homepage are continually invited to 
reach out, participate and request such works as well! Please email editor@
hazelwoodinitiative.org with your prompts, challenges, or real-world scenari-
os to be turned into a six-word story/poem.  

Check out the latest prompt submissions and the poems created by local writ-
ers below!

This month’s prompts: Write a 6-word poem about… 

• A pet you'll always remember
•  A decesion that took you someplace unexpected
•  Something old you can't bring yourself to get rid of 
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Fourth of July Recipe: Dessert Edition
Red, White and Blue Shortcakes

By: Gerri Tipton

Happy Fourth of July! This holi-
day is one of my favorites because 
it’s smack dab in the middle of the 
summer. I don’t know about you, 
but barbecue tastes even better on 
this holiday than any other one. The 
sound of the fireworks, the smell 
of the food cooking on the grill, 
and the mingling with friends and 
family on a nice summer day is 
something I always look forward to 
this time of year.
 
For my recipe edition for this 
month, I wanted to switch it up 
a bit. I feel like we always know 
what side dishes and meats to make 
for the fourth, but no one really 
talks about the desserts. That could 
be because of all the other food we 
make on the menu, we’ll settle for 
some store bought cookies or cup-
cakes for that sweet tooth craving.
 
The recipe I decided to go for this 
month are red, white, and blue 
shortcakes. These little cakes are 
built in mason jar filled with pure 
goodness of cream, strawberries, 
blueberries and pound cake; the 
right amount of serving for one 
person. These are the perfect treats 
for guests if you plan to have a 
small gathering if you didn’t want 
to make a big cake. Not to mention, 
they are absolutely beautiful to 
present.

 The short cake and whipped 
cream mixture are both homemade. 
The ingredients and appliances 

needed are as follows:

Appliances/Tools
• Pastry cutter or fork
• 3 mixing bowls
• Rolling pin
• 8 oz. mason jars (6 for this 
recipe)
• Whisk
• Baking sheet

Ingredients
• 4 cups of flour
• 1 egg
• 1 ½ tablespoons of baking 
powder
• ¼ tablespoon of sugar
• 1 teaspoon of salt
• ½ cup of cold butter, cubed
• 2 cups of cold heavy whip-
ping cream
• 1 cup of cold milk
• ½ cup of vanilla extract
• 1 container of strawberries
• 1 container of blueberries
 

Directions
• Preheat your oven to 425 
degrees.
• Whisk all dry ingredients 
together and place in bowl.
•  Put the diced unsalted but-
ter in the bowl.
• Mix together until you form 
a crumbly mixture. 
• Add in the wet ingredients: 
whipping cream, milk, egg and 
vanilla extract. Mix everything 
together.
• Once the dough is formed, 

place it on a well-floured surface.
• Press the dough together, 
sprinkle with flour, and continue to 
press. Roll out the dough.
• Use the mason cutter on the 
dough and place on baking sheet. 
Leftover dough can be re-rolled 
and patted out. Use until all of the 
dough is gone. 
• Sprinkle a little bit of sugar 
on top of the dough. Bake for 15 
minutes.
• While the dough is baking, 
slice strawberries vertically and 
place in a mixing bowl. Sprinkle 
sugar on top and lightly mix togeth-
er. Place to the side. 
• For your whipped cream 
mixture, mix together 1 ½ cups of 
heavy whipping cream, 2 table-
spoons of sugar, and 1 teaspoon of 
vanilla until a thick creamy mixture 
is formed. Put the whipped cream 
in a pastry bag or ziplock bag (cut a 
small corner at the end) for dispens-
ing cream.

Assemble
• When the biscuits are fin-
ished, take them out of the oven. 
Wait until they’re cool and cut in 

half, or in fourths.
• Place the cut up biscuits 
in the jar bottom of the jar first, 
followed by the whipping cream, 
strawberries and blueberries. Re-
peat the process until you get to the 
top- the blueberries and strawber-
ries should be at the top of the jar.
• Serve and enjoy! 

 
 

5319 Second Ave 
(along Mansion 

St.) 

Holy Cross 
Community 

Festival 
Join us for fun and fellowship! 

We will have a moon bounce, 
children’s games and crafts, music, 

food, and bingo! 

July 31, 2021 
11 AM – 7 PM  
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www.elmerhermanfuneralhome.com 
"Over paying is not cool"

Elmer L. Herman Funeral HomeElmer L. Herman Funeral Home

New Location - located at:  
828 Richford Street at Commonwealth Avenue  

Duquesne/West Mifflin, PA 15110
Near Kennywood Park and West Mifflin High School.

John N. Bauer
Funeral Director  
412-521-2768

“Dignified Funerals, Celebrations of Life,  
Green Burials and Cremations with Care” 

Established in 1862

 Planned Parenthood of Western 
Pennsylvania is hiring a Part-Time 

Community Health Worker from 
Hazelwood! 

Looking for someone to assist at the Hazelwood youth 
drop-in center, create a welcoming, youth-friendly environ-
ment, help direct youth and other community members to 

resources at the center, answer questions about sexual health 
and Planned Parenthood services, and teach a comprehen-

sive sex ed curricula or facilitate other programming.

$15/hour, 28 hours/week and benefits

Mondays-Thursdays 9-5

“Go to “Jobs” on our website (www.PPWP.org) for more 
details, or click here https://jobs.lever.co/ppwp to apply directly
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SOLD SOLD
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The Preferred Realty
412-521-5500

City of Pittsburgh Regional Office  •  5801 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217  •  At the corner of Forbes & Murray

#1 REAL ESTATE COMPANY
IN HOME SALES

Emily Bua
  724-355-8981

Caroline Chaddad
203-435-0403

Kimberly Fulcher Lee
 814-254-5047

Brendan McKenzie
 412-427-9211

Michael Satira
 412-961-2897

 Tatjana Douglas
412-607-6152

Eleazer Gorenstein
732-261-3373 

Susan Cornetto
412-403-1983

Zack Cossick
724-331-4976

Joe Pegher
412-295-5275 

Ellen Livingston
412-670-1366

Eileen Doheny
412-759-7568

Berni Bishop Pirollo
412-638-1988

WE’RE HIRING!
THE BEST AGENTS WORK HERE AND 

SO SHOULD YOU!

Contact Shanna for more information

Shanna Chotiner
Associate Broker, Manager

We’re here for all your home buying and selling needs!
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