
By Gerri Tipton

    Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month is a month-long celebration be-
ginning May 1st. During this time, we 
learn about Asian and Pacific Islander 
history, cultural influence, achieve-
ments and contributions they’ve had 
in the United States. It first originated 
when Representative Frank Horton 
of New York introduced House Joint 
Resolution 540. This was to proclaim 
the first 10 days of May as Pacific/
Asian American Heritage week. 
     It wasn’t long after that when Sen-
ator Daniel Inouye introduced some-
thing similar called the Senate Joint 
Resolution 72 (www.asianpacificher-
itage.gov). But when neither resolu-
tion passed, Rep. Horton introduced 
a new resolution, the House Joint 
Resolution 1007. This proposed that 
the president should proclaim a new 
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Hazelwood Meals on Wheels Celebrates Serving the Community for 50 Years

week that would include the 7th and 
the 10th of the month. This was ap-
proved and signed by President Jim-
my Carter. As time went on, oncoming 
presidents have passed annual proc-
lamations for Asian Pacific Heritage 
Week until 1990. It wasn’t until 1992 

when Congress passed Public Law to 
expand the observance from a week 
to a month. May was chosen as Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month to 
“commemorate the immigration of 
the first Japanese to the United States 
on May 7, 1843.”  

     Last month, Hazelwood Local 
hosted a virtual open mic night where 
people showcased their talent in a 
form of expression. One woman that 
stood out to me was Samantha Park, 
an Asian woman who currently lives 
in New York. During her section of 
the open mic night, she recited two 
poems, one of which talked about the 
shooting of Asian Americans in an 
Atlanta mall. “After catching news 
about the Atlanta shootings, the first 
emotions I felt were fear and heavy 
loss. In my poem, I began writing 
about the current events, but it intu-
itively led to reflection upon my own 
experiences,” said Park.
     Even though Park is grateful that 
none of her personal experiences 
have been dangerous, she knows that 

Meals on Wheels volunteers ready to depart from The Spartan Center on special 
"lunch with a neighbor" companionship visits with homebound and senior individuals 
in January 2020.

Continued on Page Nine

Source: asianpacificheritage.gov

By Kristina DiPietro

    In the Spring of 1971, a group of 
neighborhood clergy working with 
the Lutheran Service Society of West-
ern Pennsylvania formed our com-
munity Meals on Wheels Program. 
The clergy recognized the need for 
homebound elderly residents to have 
nutritious home delivered meals. The 
Meals on Wheels Program was a na-
tional program. Under the auspices of 
the Lutheran Service Society, a neigh-
borhood board was established, and a 
part time cook was hired. Collabora-
tion was the key to get this program 
started and collaboration continues 
today. The program’s workforce was 
a group of community volunteers as-
sisting the cook in the kitchen, pack-
ing the hot meals and bagged lunches, 
and delivering them to eligible elder-
ly residents. During the ‘80s, 6th - 
8th grade students from St. Stephen’s 
School volunteered to deliver meals, 
and our clients enjoyed the young 
people’s enthusiasm.
      Not much has changed over these 
fifty years. We still depend on a part 
time cook and a local board of di-

rectors serve. The heartbeat of the 
program is the dedicated volunteers 
working in the kitchen and delivering 
the meals. The organization has ex-
perienced many challenges. In 2015, 
The Lutheran Service Society with-
drew from our program. This created 
an enormous challenge. Fundraising 
was key to keeping this service for the 
most vulnerable of our community. 
How would we continue? How would 

we be able to maintain our invaluable 
volunteers? This service of providing 
nutritious food for our needy elderly 
could not be abandoned!
    With the assistance of the Hazel-
wood Initiative, we reached out to 
Fishes & Loaves Cooperative Min-
istries to adopt our Meals on Wheels 
Program. This was the savior of the 
program. Since August 2015, the Ha-
zelwood-Greenfield Meals on Wheels 

Program has been thriving under the 
steady and strong direction of Fish-
es & Loaves Cooperative Ministries 
operating out of the Spartan Cen-
ter. I must note, through these many 
challenges, I say with great pride, we 
have never missed serving our most 
vulnerable neighbors. A true accom-
plishment!
     Without volunteers our program 
would not be able to do its job of serv-
ing our neighbors. Currently, we have 
over 30 volunteers providing prepa-
ration of meals in the kitchen, deliv-
ering of meals throughout the greater 
Hazelwood and Greenfield communi-
ties and our Fishes & Loaves Board 
of Directors. We also could not sur-
vive without generous and committed 
donors, and foundations providing the 
necessary funds.
    On a personal note, I would like 
to share with you why we—my hus-
band, Carl and I—came to volunteer. 
In 2002, Carl was newly retired, and 
I took an early retirement. Sitting out 
on our backyard deck, we thought 

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month: History and Celebrating

Continued on Page Nine
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The Homepage encourages all residents of Hazel-
wood, Greenfield, Glen Hazel, Glenwood, Hays, 
New Homestead, and Lincoln Place, along with 
those who have an interest in these communi-
ties, to use this paper as a platform to promote 
resources, events, services, and community ini-
tiatives to further connecrt and strengthen their 
neighborhoods.

The Homepage reserves the right to decide what 
content is appropriate for publication and may 
edit submissions for length or form. The opinions 
expressed, whether by paid advertisement or edi-
torial content, do not necessarily reflect the views 
of this newspaper, the Hazelwood Initiative, Inc., 
the Greenfield Community Association, nor the 
31st Ward Community Action Group. 

The Homepage is published by the Hazel-
wood Initiative, Inc., a community based 

non-profit, and is made possible thanks to 
advertising revenue from local business and 

organizations. 

Editor
Alyse Richmond

Layout
Sarah Kanar

© Copyright 2021 all rights reserved.
Hazelwood Initiative, Inc.

4901 Second Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15207

(412) 421-7234
editor@hazelwoodinitiative.org

Email your letters to:
editor@hazelwoodinitiative.org

Our Mission Statement
       The mission of the Hazelwood Initiative, as 
a community based development corporation, is 
to  build a stronger Hazelwood through inclu-
sive community development.

A Message from Hazelwood Initiative

Send your Father's Day tributes to the Homepage! This is a community paper, so let's 
see you in it! Email up to two pictures of your dad with a short message (50 words or 
less) to editor@hazelwoodinitiative.org by May 15th for them to appear in our June 
edition.

Submit to the Homepage

It is with great pain that we find ourselves again forced to acknowledge how the legacy of 
white supremacy in this country denies people of color their humanity, silences their voices, 
and leads to their deaths. As a country, we must all take a stand against racism. As a commu-
nity, we must all stand up in defense of our neighbors.

Hazelwood Initiative stands in solidarity with our Asian American and Pacific Islander 
(AAPI) community members today, as we continue to do with our Black community mem-
bers, in calling for an end to all forms of racial violence and hate. People of many different 
races and ethnicities have contributed to the history, culture, and wealth of this country to 
make it the wonderfully diverse place that it is. 

WE ALL BELONG HERE.

Please take the time to study the history of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in this 
country and their contributions to our shared national history. Advocate for that history to be 
taught in our children’s classrooms. Donate your time and money to groups led by people of 
color that are helping the victims and fighting for a more just world. And stand up when you 
see someone making inappropriate comments or hurting someone. 

TOGETHER WE ARE STRONGER. 

We have made a donation to StopAAPIHate.org, one of the leading national organizations 
working on this issue. They have an excellent resources page that we encourage you to visit: 
stopaapihate.org/resources. Local Pittsburgh groups to reach out to include www.facebook.
com/ocapghpa and www.facebook.com/apalapgh. 



Page ThreeMay 2021

Houses of Worship

St. Stephen Catholic Church
5115 Second Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-9210

saintstephen@verizon.net
www.ststephen-hazelwood.org

Church of the Good Shepherd
124 Johnston Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-8497

hazelwoodgoodshepherd@gmail.com
www.hazelwoodgoodshepherd.org

Keystone Church of Hazelwood
161 Hazelwood Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-521-3468

First Hungarian Reformed Church 
of Pittsburgh

221 Johnston Avenue
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-421-0279

Holy Cross Evangelical 
Lutheran Chapel

5319 Second Avenue
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-521-0844
www.holycrosspgh.info

Morningstar Baptist Church
5524 Second Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-6269

St. John the Evangelist Baptist
4537 Chatsworth Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-521-0994

info@stjohnpgh.org
www.stjohnpgh.org

St. Rosalia’s Catholic Church
411 Greenfield Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-421-5766

strosaliaparish@gmail.com
www.strosaliaparish.org

Holy Angels Parish
408 Baldwin Road
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-461-6906
www.holyangelshays.org

Warriors of Holiness in Power
(W.H.I.P. Ministries)
1174 Mifflin Road
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-461-5572
whipwarriors@gmail.com
www.whipministries.org

Praise Temple Deliverance Church
5400 Glenwood Avenue

Pittsburgh, 15207
412-277-0113

Mary S. Brown-Ames United Methodist Church
*During construction of new building - 

Temporarily meeting at:
515 West 8th Avenue
Homestead, PA 15120

412-421-4431
info@brightredfence.org
www.brightredfence.org

Squirrel Hill Christian Church
290 Bigelow Street
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-521-2447
www.squirrelhillcc.wixsite.com

COVID-19: Greater Hazelwood Food Distribution COVID-19: Greater Hazelwood Food Distribution 
Center of Life                                         Delivering prepared meals 
                                                                Monday – Friday  from 11am – 1pm
                              412-521-3468 

Community Delivery Hotline                 Grocery delivery 
                                                                412-568-3579

Fishes and Loaves                                   Prepared meals available for pick-up 
                                                                Monday - Friday from 11:30am – 1pm
                                                                Meals-on-Wheels also available for meal deliveries 
                                                                131 E Elizabeth – St. Stephens Pastoral Center
                                                                412-499-4313

Holy Cross Evangelical-Lutheran          Fresh and non-perishable food offered for free everyday
                                                                412-521-0844 / 5319 Second Ave (Opens 9:30am)

POORLAW                                             For Glen Hazel residents - poorlaw@gmail.com
       412-670-8421  or    412-478-8299

Praise Temple Deliverance Church         For Glenwood residents 
                                                                5400 Glenwood Ave 
                                                                412-277-0113                         

Hotlines, Alerts, & General Information
Allegheny County Health Dept.

24/7 hotline:
 888-856-2774

Phone Alerts:
www.alleghenycounty.us/alerts

General Information & Assistance:
Call 2-1-1

OR text your zip code to 898-211 
OR visit PA211sw.org

Center of Life
Covid-19 Online Resource Guide

centeroflifeonline.net/covid

Hazelwood Initiative Community Updates
facebook.com/hazelwoodinitiative

Praise Temple Community Hotline
*Answering M-F, 10am-2pm
Messages returned next day

 412-422-1983
Fountain of Life Church

247 Johnston Ave 
Pittsburgh, 15207

412-422-8794
www.fountainoflifepgh.com

Steel City Church
290 Bigelow Street
Pittsburgh, 15207

803-422-5855
info@thesteelcitychurch.com
www.thesteelcitychurch.com
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Local Announcements 
Happy Mother's Day to my wife, Lizann! And a Happy 39th 
Wedding Anniversary!

I am so extremely proud of my daughter, Shelby Nelson! 
She graduated from grade school! And stayed on honor roll 
all 8 years! Congratulations, baby!

I am so proud of you Madelyne, graduating Serra Catholic! I 
can't wait to see your next journey for college. Love, Mom

I am so proud of my baby girl! Erin Park graduates from 
Taylor Allderdice, and graduated army boot camp last
summer! Congratulations, honey!

I am a very proud mother of an honors student by the name of 
Christian Medeiros who’s graduating Taylor Allderdice on June 
13th. He has scholarships to attend Robert Morris in the fall. I 
am very blessed to have such a wonderful son, and I love him 
so much.

Congratulations Talia Johnson on graduating from Pittsburgh 
Obama. We love you! Mom & Dad.
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New Non-Profit Launches to Advance Economic Justice: 
Introducing Catapult Greater Pittsburgh (CGP)

By Catapult Staff

      Catapult Greater Pittsburgh (CGP) 
has launched to provide econom-
ic justice through personal growth 
opportunities, peer-to-peer support, 
wealth building, trauma informed 
financial literacy and policy advoca-
cy. CGP—formerly Circles Greater 
Pittsburgh—is led by Executive Di-
rector and Founder, Tammy Thomp-
son; a Poverty Expert and Creator of 
The Psychology of Poverty.
     Thompson says the new organi-
zation is designed to cater to specif-
ic community needs. “The program 
offerings will be more robust and 
better suited to the primarily Black 
clientele currently being served. 
The change will allow for the orga-
nization to move from a chapter of 
a national model into an indepen-
dent and scalable non-profit organi-
zation.” She added, “the Black and 
Latinx populations continue to be 
disproportionately represented in the 
population living below the pover-
ty line. Catapult Greater Pittsburgh 
will ensure systematically disenfran-
chised communities can meaning-
fully achieve economic justice and 
lead dignified and equitable lives. 
We are highly focused on providing 
economic justice opportunities for 
individuals who seek generational 
stability.”
     Experiencing poverty is not unique, 
but overcoming it and becoming a 
foremost expert is a rare outcome. 
Facing many of the common barriers 
of systemic racism, Thompson's path 
was paved with homelessness, food 
insecurity, job loss and countless 
other obstacles. She used her pain to 
turn her experiences into a story of 
triumph and has dedicated her life to 
empower and equip individuals and 
families to get out of poverty. She 
added that the organization does not 
want to see families devastated by 
temporary financial struggles.
“At Catapult, we do not want to see 
any individual or family lose their 
footing based on a temporary finan-
cial crisis. We are here to support 
the needs of those suffering through 
food insecurity, housing insecurity, 
benefit management, immediate cash 
flow issues and mental health needs,” 
Thompson said. The work of Cata-
pult Greater Pittsburgh is broken into 
5 areas of concentration: emergency 
support, peer-to-peer support, wealth 
building, trauma informed financial 
literacy and policy advocacy.

Catapult Peer to Peer Connection 
uses a robust curriculum to help in-
dividuals recognize and heal from 
the trauma of long-term exposure to 
poverty, create plans for future finan-
cial security, expand their social cap-
ital and develop lasting relationships 
for support and to realize long term 
stability.

Catapult Asset Building: At Cat-
apult, we support wealth building 
through paths to home ownership 
and entrepreneurialism. Building 
generational wealth is an important 
element in sustainable economic jus-
tice.

Catapult DOOR (Developing 
Ownership Opportunities for Res-
idents) provides a comprehensive 
plan to make the dream of first-time 
home ownership a reality. DOOR 
addresses the specific needs and 
challenges a prospective buyer may 
encounter, while supporting the buy-
er every step of the way. Catapult 
encourages home ownership as a 
means to empower individuals to-
wards growing family assets.

Catapult KEY (Keeping Equity 
Yours) equips homeowners to main-
tain their property and build upon 
their financial fortitude. Homeown-
ers attend seminars on achieving 
good credit, appropriate budgeting 
and saving programs. They will learn 
basic maintenance, how to avoid 
predatory lending, and how to do es-
tate planning. KEY strives to provide 
homeowners with tangible skills and 
tools to maintain and sustain respon-
sible homeownership.
    Catapult Trauma Informed Fi-
nancial Literacy is a strong foun-
dation of personal financial knowl-
edge and planning. We will provide 
workshops, one-on-one guidance 
and materials to keep our commu-
nity members financially informed 

and empowered. We address gener-
ational poverty through a trauma in-
formed approach which is unique to 
the Catapult model.

In addition, Catapult offers:

Catapult Startup to Storefront: A 
12-month business incubation strat-
egy for minority and women entre-
preneurs who want to start a busi-
ness, and existing businesses that 
want to grow. The Gallery on Penn 
is the first storefront space where 
each participant has access to selling 
and developing their product in the 
community. Each business graduates 
the program with a working business 
plan.

Catapult for Change works to im-
prove local and state policies and 
practices that are working against 
economic justice and the best inter-
est of the community. 

“We understand that it is going to 
take us working with one individu-
al at a time to pursue economic jus-
tice, and that it has to be done with 

compassion, flexibility, innovation 
and dignity, to create the desperate-
ly needed opportunities for personal 
growth in our communities.” –Tam-
my Thompson

About Tammy Thompson
In the United States, more women 
than men live in poverty. According 
to U.S. Census Bureau data, of the 
38.1 million people living in pover-
ty in 2018, 56 percent—or 21.4 mil-
lion—were women. Tammy Thomp-
son’s own life once emulated those 
statistics. Her personal journey was 
paved with unfortunate occurrenc-
es, homelessness, loss and countless 
obstacles—a story so many women 
unfortunately can relate too. How-
ever, she used her pain to turn it 
into a story of triumph with “One 
Can of Carrots” her signature talk, 
life-altering workshop and curricu-
lum rooted in her expertise of what 
she has entitled, The Psychology of 
Poverty. The Psychology of Poverty 
training gives participants an oppor-
tunity to shift their perspectives and 
recreate how they’ve been impacted 
by the psychological implications of 
poverty—it provides an avenue to 
re-route their relationship with mon-
ey. As she says, “Poverty is not just 
about NOT HAVING MONEY.”

For more information about Cata-
pult Greater Pittsburgh, visit their 
website Catapultpittsburgh.org and 
follow Catapult Greater Pittsburgh 
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

Media Contacts:
Marla Werner (412) 656-7736
Orlana Darkins Drewery (412) 608-
9643

Local Announcements 

Credit: Catapult Greater Pittsburgh
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          Lincoln Presbyterian Church,
             1202 Muldowney Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15207

*Monthly meetings every 2nd Tuesday at 7 PM 
Social Hall of LP Presbyterian Church. 

Enter on Cooley Way

31st Ward CAG Corner
Join us for community planning and events, discussion of current concerns and and goals, as well as 

updates from Zone 4 Police, the Office of Councilman O’Connor, and the Mayor’s Office 

Our Mission: 
The 31st Ward Community Action Group 
was established to bring the residents of our 
community together, advocate for the neigh-
borhoods’ needs, and to support the youth, 
veterans, and senior citizens of the 31st Ward 
and surrounding areas.

Contact us: Contact us: 
Email: executiveboard@31WardCag.org     Website: 31stwardcag.org           Find us on Facebook!Email: executiveboard@31WardCag.org     Website: 31stwardcag.org           Find us on Facebook!

31st Ward Flag Fund
Your donation will help our volunteers to install and mantian Ameri-

can flags that line the streets of the 31st Ward. 

Please make checks payable tp the 31st Ward Community Action 
Group and mail to 944 Sunglow St, Munhall, PA 15120. Include a 
return mailing address if you would like a receipt of your donation.

Send a donation via Venmo to @Pgh31stWardCAG 
www.venmo.com/Pgh31stWardCAG3131stst Ward Churches Ward Churches

 Holy Angels Parish Holy Angels Parish
 408 Baldwin Road 408 Baldwin Road
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-461-6906 412-461-6906
 www.holyangelshays.org www.holyangelshays.org

  Lincoln Place Church of the NazareneLincoln Place Church of the Nazarene
  5604 Interboro Avenue5604 Interboro Avenue
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-462-2524 412-462-2524
 www.ipnaz.org www.ipnaz.org

  Lincoln Place Presbyterian ChurchLincoln Place Presbyterian Church
  1202 Muldowney Avenue1202 Muldowney Avenue
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-461-3377 412-461-3377

 Mt. Rise Baptist Church Mt. Rise Baptist Church
  80 Ingot Street80 Ingot Street
 Pittsburgh, PA 15120 Pittsburgh, PA 15120
412-462-8333412-462-8333
  
  Maoz Tzur - Rock of Ages Messianic          Maoz Tzur - Rock of Ages Messianic          
 Jewish Congregation at Lincoln Place Jewish Congregation at Lincoln Place
 Church of the Nazarene Church of the Nazarene
  5604 Interboro Avenue5604 Interboro Avenue
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-609-1117 412-609-1117

  St. John the Baptist Byzantine CathedralSt. John the Baptist Byzantine Cathedral
 210 Greentree Road 210 Greentree Road
 Munhall, PA 15120 Munhall, PA 15120
 412-461-0944 412-461-0944

 Warriors of Holiness in Power  Warriors of Holiness in Power 
 (W.H.I.P. Ministries) (W.H.I.P. Ministries)
 1174 Mifflin Road 1174 Mifflin Road
 Pittsburgh, PA 15207 Pittsburgh, PA 15207
 412-461-5571 412-461-5571

llion-dollar project involving autonomous 
shuttles and a road that would go through 
her neighborhood and part of Schenley Park. 
Warwick says her community does not want 
or need the road, which would permanently 
degrade the park. “With every heavy rain, 
water fills our streets and our homes. Man-
hole covers blow into the air. People have 
been trapped 

May 2021

Tuesday - 8:00 AM
Thursday- 8:00 AM
Friday -  8:00 AM
Saturday- 8:00AM

Saturday Vigil- 6:00 AM
Sunday - 9:30 AM

Confession: Saturdays after 8am ‘til 9am

Lincoln Place 
Church of the Nazarene

Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30 AM
Children’s Church - 10:30 AM
Morninig Worship - 10:30 AM

Evening Service - 6:30 PM

Monthly food pantry - 3rd Saturday (8:30 AM)
at Lincoln Place Presbyterian

Need a ride to church? 
Call Darrel at 412-461-6742

Holy Angels ParishHoly Angels Parish

Lincoln Place 
Presbyterian Church
Sunday Worship Service - 9:30 AM

Monday - NA’s 7:00 PM
Tuesday - Senior Lunch & more 12:00-2:00 PM

For more info call: 412-461-3377
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The Lincoln Place World War II Memorial
By Edward Salaj

   The Lincoln Place World War II 
memorial was constructed in 1942 
in time for the Fourth of July. The 
World War I memorial was located 
in the Mifflin School, according to 
accounts of May 1946. The World 
War II Memorial was located at the 
corner of Mifflin Road and Beggs 
Street on a 25-foot square plot of 
ground donated by Pete Keller, 
neighborhood shoemaker. The first 
community Fourth of July celebra-
tion to be staged at Lincoln Place 
was in 1942 and sponsored by the 
31st Ward Patriotic Organization. 
Mr. John Jones of Lincoln Place, 
World War I veteran, was the master 
of ceremonies. A large parade trav-
eled through Lincoln Place ending 
at the memorial site where a service 
flag was dedicated. Lincoln Place 
selectees/draftees were also hon-
ored and given pencils and other 

gifts by the Patriotic Organization. 
A program of speeches, blessings 
and music was rendered.
   In October 1945, a group was 
formed to secure a plot of ground 
in Lincoln Place for the Honor Roll. 
The site where the Honor Roll now 
stands has been sold. Also in Octo-
ber of 1945, a second group—the 
Lincoln Place Memorial Commit-
tee—were meeting to plan to pur-
chase a plot of ground behind Mif-
flin School on which they will build 
a Memorial House. Those attending 
were Ralph Jack, Robert Finlayson, 
John Ross, Edwin Powell, Earl Wil-
liams, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hayden, 
Harvey Morgan, Ray McCarty, 
William Paris, Thomas Hewitt, and 
George Halt.
   In November 1945, the Lincoln 
Place Memorial Committee, also 
called the Patriotic Organization, 
purchased ground on Elwell Street, 
75 by 300 feet, for the memorial 

house. A membership of 705 was 
claimed. Returning veterans began 
planning for a veterans VFW orga-
nization. Involved were Francis A. 
Bruce, Stuart Obringer, John Weiss, 
Claude, Russel Davison, Frances 
Rogers, Corrie Stuedler and James 
Gunther. Every returned veter-
an who served outside the United 
States was urged to secure applica-
tion blanks from these men so the 
post may be successful in securing 
a charter.
    The World War II Memorial was 

moved to the Duquesne Light Tow-
er sometime before 1950. In No-
vember 1950, a heavy snow fell and 
photos were taken, and the now-new 
and expanded memorial can be seen 
even over deep snow. The Memorial 
House that was to be built on Elwell 
Street was never built. That property 
is now a playground owned by the 
City of Pittsburgh. The World War 
II Memorial has been missing for 
years. Any information to its where-
abouts, please notify 31st Ward Ac-
tion Group.
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What's Happening in Hazelwood

Community Kitchen Launches 
Barbecue Program

Heritage Month

 Augusta Rae, Mike Wilson and Matt Peters check out the 
rain barrel at theGlen Hazel Community Garden. Credit: Al 
Ferguson

Family Hike with Venture Outdoors on March 27th

The trees along the Blair Street Trail are in bloom this 
springOn Saturday, April 3, the Arts Excursions Unlimited 

Spring Mascot delivered baskets to young and old in 
Greater Hazelwood. The first stop was the Murrays 
on Hazelwood Avenue. The Bunny paused in this col-
orful art filled yard for the paparazzi

Pitt students volunteering at the YMCA Garden

Greater Hazelwood Prayer Initiative 
 

 

 

 

Greetings in Jesus’ Name,  

We would like to invite you, your church members, and your neighbors 
to join us on the Greater Hazelwood monthly prayer line. This 
conference call prayer line is open to ALL! Mark your calendar and join 
us on May 18th@ 7:00pm.  (3rd Tuesday monthly) 

 

The number to call in 425-436-6395, 257175#. This is a toll-free call.  

Prayer for family, friends, the country, sick and shut- in, youth, jobs, 
addictions, military, churches, community business, seniors, COVID-19, 
first responders, our neighbors, and all other requests… 

Spread the word and join your community in prayer. A Family that prays 
together stays together.   

 
 Please announce and post on your church announcements  
                       Questions or contacts jjeffries339@aol.com or juan-ita52@comcast.net 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA 
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Community Kitchen Launches 
Barbecue Program

By Community Kitchen Pittsburgh

     Following the popular Friday Fish Frys during Lent is the perfect time to 
launch Community Kitchen Pittsburgh’s new BBQ program featuring Roll-
ing Smoke BBQ by Bambino Foods, LLC. Hoping to repeat the success of 
the fish frys, CKP will be offering a rotating BBQ menu over the next fore-
seeable Fridays from 4-7 p.m. at the kitchen training facility at 107 Flowers 
Avenue in Hazelwood. Proceeds from the fish frys and BBQ provide critical 
support for the programs and students of CKP.
    CKP offers culinary workforce development programs, catering services, 
restaurant management services, and co-packing partnerships, all of which 
provide training opportunities and experiential learning for students who face 
barriers to employment. CKP students strive towards achieving professional 
advancement, wage progression, and gaining the stability in their lives need-
ed to succeed. Enrollment is free, and classes begin every four weeks. For 
more information about CKP or how to enroll in our classes, please call Sara 
Nevels at 412.206.2935 or email snevels@ckpgh.org.

the fear the victims had was not the 
same as when she was being followed 
or harassed. “At the end of my poem, 
I note that I am not naturally an an-
gry person, and the ways I prefer to 
create change are at the personal and 
institutional level. Being Asian is not 
an option, and therefore I am always 
defying the constructs of this society. 
Although I am scrutinized for it, I ar-
dently take pride and I advocate for 
myself through my poetry because it’s 
the truest way I can express myself 
and be heard.”                        
       It is important to know about 
Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month to educate ourselves. Learning 
and embracing another culture shows 
gratitude, interest and battles igno-
rance. Park says, “Being Asian brings 
its own intricate experiences, and by 
celebrating it, we acknowledge the 
academic, artistic and economic con-
tributions from our unique history 
that shapes a common future.”                                                 
       So, what are some ways you can 
celebrate? You can explore Asian 
American history, try making an 
Asian dish, watch a movie produced 
by Asian creator but, no matter what, 
you should support our AAPI com-
munity. Park encourages everyone to 
support local Asian businesses. “Sup-
port local Asian businesses, Asian art-
ists, AAPI-led organizations, and un-
derstand that appropriation is not the 

same as appreciation. Get curious 
with the intent of respect and edu-
cate yourself on the history of AAPI 
people.” 
       What Park likes most about Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month is 
that it puts focus on the issues Asian 
Americans face, as well as their heri-
tage and achievements, while giving 
them a platform to speak about it. “I 
appreciate that there is a spotlight on 
our issues, and that people are more 
willing to celebrate and appreciate 
the Asian people around them that 
often go by unnoticed. Asian Pacific 
Heritage Month gives AAPI people 
a platform to use our voices and the 
visibility to honor the work we do 
on a daily basis.                       
    The best way to bring aware-
ness to the issues and problems that 
Asian Americans have faced is just 
to listen. Park encourages people to 
speak out about crimes committed 
against Asian Americans and defend 
them. Also, acknowledge their ex-
periences as if they were your own. 
“Realize the toxic stereotypes that 
have been taught and work every-
day to unlearn the racist rhetoric that 
has become ingrained in the Ameri-
can way of life. This self-education 
takes longer than a month to become 
instinct but boosting the visibility 
of Asian Americans this month is a 
great place to start.”

Heritage Month
about how blessed we were, wonder-
ing how we could give back to our 
community we loved so much. We 
saw in our church bulletin a request 
of volunteers for the Meals on Wheels 
Program. We realized we could make 
a commitment to volunteer. The vol-
unteer experience has been so gratify-
ing. It truly gives back more than any 
time spent doing the work. To volun-
teer takes little time and the rewards 
are boundless. I invite you to give it 
a try! You will never regret the time 
spent volunteering for your neighbors.
The Covid-19 Pandemic created a 
challenge. Providing nutritious meals 
and keeping our staff and volunteers 
safe as well as our clients, made us 
think outside of the box. Some of our 
volunteers could not deliver due to 
age and concern for their health. We 
are proud to say, we have been able to 
continue our preparation and delivery 
of meals in a safe manner for all con-
cerned.
    Fishes & Loaves Cooperative Min-
istries Meals on Wheels Program is 
always in need of more volunteers. 

Please contact us by telephone at 
412-499-4313 or email at flcmvista@
gmail.com to volunteer. To donate, 
please make your check out to Fish-
es & Loaves Cooperative Ministries 
with Meals on Wheels in the memo 
line. Mail your contribution to FLCM, 
131 East Elizabeth Street, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15207, or visit our website or 
Facebook page. Your contribution of 
time, talent and money (no matter 
how much) will enable us to contin-
ue serving the community of Greater 
Hazelwood and Greenfield for many 
years to come.
    If you have a neighbor or family 
member in need of Meals on Wheels, 
or want more information about our 
programs, contact us at 412-499-4313 
or email at flcmvista@gmail.com. 
The Mission of Fishes & Loaves Co-
operative Ministries is to bring fresh, 
healthy food into the Greater Hazel-
wood community at reasonable pric-
es to meet the need for fresh foods, 
healthy options and social support in 
an urban food desert. 
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Quessons? Call 412-408-3388 or email hiring@threeriversvillageschool.org
To apply please go to our website, www.threeriversvillageschool.org.

● Commitment to deepening one's own understanding, internalizason and knowledge of self-directed educason 
environments
● Strong self-management skills, including high levels of inisasve and ability to authenscally and effecsvely priorisze
● Belief in the natural impulse of children (and adults!) to strive for personal growth, and commitment to one’s own 
personal growth
● Must be extremely reliable, punctual, and safety-conscious
● ● Possess high levels of professionalism, adaptability, and personal maturity
● Excellent communicason and literacy skills, including abilises to express thoughts in wrisng, tailor communicason 
levels for different age groups and developmental levels, and interact effecsvely with children and adults from a wide 
variety of backgrounds
● Be an interested, interessng, engaged, and passionate person
● High level of computer literacy, including fluency with the Microsoo suite and more
● Ability to pass required background checks
● Gene● General ability to physically parscipate in the school’s program, including the ability to walk around the school 
premises regularly and take walks to local businesses and the nature trail.

Required Qualificaaons:

Compensason is $15/ hour plus paid holidays, 10 days of PTO per school year, and 10 days of paid summer work. 
Employees children may qualify for addisonal financial aid, depending on household income.

Three Rivers Village School is looking for a full or part-sme staff member for the 2021-2022 school year and beyond! 
TRVS is a self directed, democrascally run, mixed-age school for students ages 5 - 18. We are looking for applicants 
who are highly self-mosvated, organized, and passionate about respecsng and supporsng kids. Staff members act as 
dependable stewards of the school in a variety of manners. Some responsibilises include student support and 
instrucson, office administrason, parent communicason and outreach. This job is great for someone who loves 
working with kids in an alternasve educasonal seeng and who is excited to expand their understanding of what 
learning learning can look like. There is no degree or cersficason requirement for this posison. Most work hours fall between 
the regular school hours of 8:00am and 4:00pm, but a willingness to occasionally work addisonal hours on an as needed 
basis for staff and commiiee meesngs, public relasons, family events, etc. is required.

The Three Rivers Village School is an equal opportunity employer. We do not discriminate in employment, recruitment, 
compensaaon, terminaaon, promoaons, and other condiaons of employment against any employee or job applicant 
on the basis of race, color, gender, naaonal origin, age, religion, creed, disability, veteran’s status, sexual orientaaon, 
gender idenaty, or gender expression.

Applicaaon Deadline is Sunday, May 16th.

is hiring for a full or part-ame staff posiaon 
for the 2021-2022 School Year



Bill Seeks Additional Funds for Mon-Oakland Connector
duction in flooding when com-
paring the “current state” (doing 
nothing) to their model, the road’s 
true impact on flooding cannot be 
measured without an MOC-free 
project model. Second, the PWSA 
stormwater project has removed 
green infrastructure from its design 
since the original bill was written in 
2018. Bill 1366 also asserts that the 
MOC will “ensure safe travel” and 
“protect local neighborhoods” even 
though the MOC forces cyclists to 
share space with motorized vehicles 
in Schenley Park and commandeers 
streets in The Run neighborhood. Of 
concern to all affected communities, 
linear transportation projects like 
the MOC tend to gentrify surround-
ing neighborhoods.
    Less than five months ago, City 
Council unanimously passed a bud-
get amendment that shifted $4.15 
million away from the resident-op-
posed project. $1.2 million of that 
money was allocated to creating a 
Sylvan Ave. trail for cyclists and 
pedestrians, as well as Hazelwood 
Complete Streets. Residents of Ha-
zelwood and The Run prioritized 
neighborhood repairs to fund—a 
Sylvan Ave. trail did not make the 
list. $1.2 million would not even 
cover key projects like safe street 

By Junction Coalition

   Bill 1366, first presented at City 
Council’s April 6 meeting, would 
award $396,223.31 to Michael Bak-
er International for work on the hot-
ly contested Mon-Oakland Connec-
tor (MOC). The MOC, a new road 
through Schenley Park and two adja-
cent neighborhoods, is designed to ac-
commodate privately operated shut-
tles between the Hazelwood Green 
(HG) development and the Oakland 
universities where HG’s desired ten-
ants work and learn. The bill amends 
one that City Council first passed in 
December 2018. The original bill 
called for “payment of the cost not to 
exceed $1,346,644.10.” In 2020, City 
Council voted for an amendment that 
added $289,037.40. Bill 1366 brings 
the total to $2,031,904.81 for Michael 
Baker.
   Bill 1366 retains wording from pre-
vious versions that states the MOC 
will “support green infrastructure,” 
which is false on two counts. First, 
asphalt surfaces like parking lots and 
roads add runoff that contributes to 
flooding in The Run. The proposed 
shuttle road adds at least 0.80 acres 
(34,850 square feet) of paving to 
Junction Hollow. Although PWSA 
representatives tout a projected re-

crossings in Hazelwood’s business 
district and an Irvine St./Second Ave. 
sidewalk upgrade to ADA standards. 
Yet City Council is considering a bill 
that would use one third of the MOC 
funds “reallocated” to Hazelwood on 
consulting/engineering work already 
planned for the phase 2/Sylvan Ave. 
stretch of the MOC. The MOC also 
has in its coffers an unknown portion 
of $14.5 million from the 2018 and 
2019 budgets.
     At the April 14 City Council Stand-
ing Meeting, Councilman O’Connor 
said of Bill 1366, “The title of it, I 
don’t like and I don’t think the neigh-
borhood likes, but this is part of an 
extended agreement with Michael 
Baker, who’s the lead engineer with 
PWSA as well, so there’s a storm-
water piece that is supported.” He 
asked Department of Mobility and 
Infrastructure Director Karina Ricks 
to “confirm that the money goes to 
the geotech on Sylvan to make sure 
it’s stable and the second piece if you 
can just explain briefly the stormwa-
ter, ’cause I know we’re working with 
PWSA on that.” Ricks replied, “This 
supplement is to complete additional 
geotechnical evaluation of Sylvan; it’s 
a complex hillside and requires—has 
been closed for 30 years at this point, 
so we’re needing to do additional ex-

ploration to make sure that that is sta-
ble and that we’re able to reopen that 
for the community plan as the Sylvan 
Connector and then the other piece of 
this is to complete work on an associ-
ate permit for the stormwater imple-
mentation that PWSA is leading.”
    Bill 1366 plainly states that it funds 
the MOC, and all work identified at 
the April 14 meeting is needed to ac-
commodate the MOC. What’s more, 
it leaves less than $1 million to fix 
unsafe infrastructure throughout Ha-
zelwood. The bill is listed as “affirma-
tively recommended” on the City of 
Pittsburgh Legistar website, but has 
not yet been put to a vote. Residents 
are encouraging Councilman O’Con-
nor to oppose Bill 1366 and continue 
working with City Council to fund 
community-identified needs instead 
of the MOC, which benefits the HG 
development at the expense of its 
neighbors. You can contact Council-
man O’Connor at 412-255-8965 or 
corey.oconnor@pittsburghpa.gov.

You can read this article with links 
to source material at junctionco-
alition.org/2021/04/16/bill-seeks-
additional-funds-for-mon-oakland-
connector.
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By Naomi Harris

    After the statements of solidarity 
are put out and calls for justice ring in 
the air, the feelings of grief and pain 
linger. Earlier this year, the public 
turned to the Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander community after a tragic 
mass shooting in Atlanta and a noted 
increase in anti-Asian violence. But 
for this diverse community, which 
spans many cultures and nations, vi-
olence and racism in a time of hateful 
rhetoric is not new. Being stared at on 
a bus or feeling a personal connection 
to the stories of victims is an all-too-
common experience. At Pittsburgh’s 
universities, students and instructors 
responded with activism to call for 
justice and create a safe space to heal. 
Their work is both community-orient-
ed and deeply personal. Here are four 
of their stories. 

Samantha Huynh: The experience 
of normalized racism

    The shift was small but noticeable. 
When Samantha Huynh, a 20-year-
old Cambodian American, returned to 
the University of Pittsburgh campus 
at the start of 2020, she heard people 

talking about the coronavirus — 
and always connecting it to China. 
People called it a China virus. A 
China disease. “People didn’t see 
it being used harmfully at all,” she 
said. “At first, we weren’t looking at 
it through a racial lens, but now — 
how could we not?”
      As the pandemic took root, so did 
the discomfort. Her Asian friends 
mentioned getting double glances 
or seeing people readjusting their 
masks near them. Huynh started get-
ting looks when she rode the bus. In 
group chats, her friends talked about 
weird interactions bundled with the 
realization that feeling like an “oth-
er” is almost normalized and ex-

pected for marginalized people. “We 
don’t even recognize when they hap-
pen, or we just don’t feel like talking 
about it because we feel like it's not 
worth it,” she said.  Now, more than 
a year into the pandemic, the country 
has seen an increased number of rac-
ist and biased incidents against Asian 
Americans.
     A national organization, Stop AAPI 
Hate, tracked the amount of violence 
and harassment against Asian Amer-
icans and Pacific Islanders, docu-
menting nearly 3,800 instances in 
the past year. Weeks after the report 
was published, a white man in Atlan-
ta killed eight people, including six 
Asian women, on March 16. The inci-

dent galvanized protests as the Asian 
community grieved for their loss and 
spoke out about the harms of preju-
dice they see every day.
     Confronting racism, like after hear-
ing about the violent attacks in Atlan-
ta and especially the news of targeted 
violence against elderly Asian Amer-
icans, left Huynh feeling detached. “I 
don’t want to engage with it anymore, 
even though it is heartbreaking,” she 
said. To get through the day as a stu-
dent, she said she tried to avoid think-
ing about the attacks. When she did, 
she felt the hurt and sadness. “Pro-
cessing for me really happens when 
someone asks me to explain some-
thing, and I kind of shut down about 
that. And I get teary eyed about it,” 
Huynh said, adding that it is import-
ant to both process and confront the 
attacks and racism.
     Huynh has found a space with the 
campus AQUARIUS club, one that 
empowers the queer Asian communi-
ty. She has helped build connections 
with others who have similar lived 
experiences. “I’ll take it upon myself 
to create a space with me and whoev-
er needs it,” she said.
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Protect, Preserve, Regenerate
By Jeff Karwoski
                        
   Hello, everyone. Welcome to an-
other lovely, and then not lovely 
and then pretty nice, and then really 
ugly and then really nice springtime 
in Western Pennsylvania. Since I 
work outside, I get to experience all 
of Mother Nature’s emotions first-
hand. Being an arborist in the spring 
means you have to work in less than 
favorable conditions. That’s alright 
by me. I’m an outdoor cat. I don’t 
mind getting wet and feeling cold. 
It keeps me grounded. Starting my 
day at 40 degrees and ending it in 
a t-shirt at 72 degrees feels great. 
I can feel the promise in the air of 
warm months to come.
      This is an exciting time for plants. 
After a winter of dormancy, they 
have regenerated their leafy canopy 
and mated with each other in spec-
tacular floral fashion. Next come 
the seeds. An uncountable number 
of seeds are produced and distrib-
uted through ingenious ways to be 
eaten by wildlife or germinate into a 
gazillion little seedlings on the forest 
floor. Most of these seedlings will 
live a short life as they become food 
for deer and other animals, save but 
a lucky few that will manage to slip 
out of the buffet and take their shot 
at living with their elders. Interest-
ingly, some of these seedlings can 
remain small for many years, wait-
ing for a break in the canopy. When 
a storm breaks some branches or 
knocks trees down, sunlight reaches 
these giants in waiting and beckons 
them to reach for the sky. The seed-
lings which have been nursed for 
years by their mothers gladly accept 

the invitation and accelerate their 
growth in a bid to close the gap in 
the canopy.
    This is the way of planet Earth. In 
its natural form, it is a planet of vast 
oceans with lands covered in vast 
forests, but we have changed that. 
We have broken open the canopy 
in a big way and now we are in big 
trouble. Think of the canopy like a 
force field. The structure of the can-
opy is designed to be a protective 
barrier for our planet. This barrier 
can be thought of as an enormous 
regulatory machine, processing and 
producing gasses that make the at-
mosphere, well, atmospheric. With-
out this planet-covering structure, 
all kinds of gasses are left to their 
own devices and we all know what 
happens when gasses are left to their 
own devices. That’s right! Chaos.
Humans have fractured the struc-
ture that stabilizes our planet. We 
have crippled the machine that 
makes our lives on this planet possi-
ble. There is a world class, free for 
all, tree cutting extravaganza going 
on—a global army of tree cutting 
soldiers taking their chainsaws with 
them to battle the planet daily. The 
planet fights back, except it doesn’t 
really fight back so much as love 
back. It does that by a stalwart effort 
to create life. In the face of adversi-
ty and increasingly insurmountable 
obstacles, nature continues to pour 
a bounty over the land.
     That is why I admire trees. They 
don’t hold a grudge. Trees take 
faithful care of us even though we 
are not always kind to them. Trees 
do their best every day. They don’t 
ever phone it in or sleep in late. They 

trying so hard to do their best. See 
them as protectors. Give them val-
ue. Keep them well. Speak not ill 
of them for they are your guardians, 
and for goodness’ sake, stop “man-
aging” them. No offense, but you 
are not very good at it. The trees can 
manage themselves. Let go of the 
heavy-handed approach you have 
with them and soak up the good 
vibes they give out instead.
    It’s up to you. It’s up to all of us. 
We know what we have to do now: 
allow the canopy to return. On a 
level of selfishness, this will allow 
mankind his place on a habitable 
Earth. On a more philanthropic lev-
el, it will recreate thriving ecosys-
tems for all of life on Earth. It’s in 
the palm of our hands, this ability 
to regenerate the natural world. We 
all hold it. The question is, what will 
you do with it? Can you recognize 
the power that you hold and wield 
it to the betterment of the world, or 
will you join the hordes of destroy-
ers who are damaging our structure? 
It’s time to choose a side—one that 
will be remembered for history to 
come. If you love your family and 
you love your life and you want 
the world to be a better place, then 
stand up now. Preserve, Protect, Re-
generate. This is who we are. This is 
what we do.

strive to perform their important 
functions without complaint. They 
never give up on their quest to cover 
the Earth in a protective structure of 
gas-regulating greenery. Now, if we 
could only get out of their way and 
let them do their job.
     It has become apparent to me over 
the years of working with them that 
this is the way it’s meant to be—a 
world covered in trees. Sure, we 
can have houses and roads. All ani-
mals do. We can have shopping and 
dining and sports arenas, all under 
this protective canopy. We can drive 
down highways lined with forests 
instead of grass and wash away the 
stresses of life listening to the wind 
blow through their leaves. This is an 
ideal world. This is the world that 
I envision for the future of people 
and the planet. That is why I have 
dedicated myself to protecting, pre-
serving and planting trees. I am not 
The Lorax, but I can still speak for 
them and advocate for us to increase 
their numbers because we only 
stand to gain from doing this. The 
vast wealth of benefits trees provide 
can and should be at the tips of ev-
ery man’s fingers.
    We could surround ourselves 
with the luxury trees provide if we 
let go of our misconceptions about 
them. There is a new science sur-
rounding trees, and they are finally 
getting the recognition they deserve 
as intelligent, irreplaceable cogs in 
the environmental wheel we are all 
a part of. Feel free to let go of the 
shared misconceptions you may 
have and embrace new and fascinat-
ing discoveries. Don’t look at trees 
as a nuisance. Remember, they are 

is an all hands-on-deck situation. 
We need everybody to work togeth-
er or we're all going to die. We can't 
afford to give up. There is plenty of 
work to do; our economic system 
has to be changed to one in which 
love rather than fear makes the mon-
ey.

the plants there, is being destroyed 
even faster than before (20% more 
in 2020 than in the previous year). 
We all have the same fear-caused 
greed slowing down the transition 
away from fossil fuels. The larger 
life forms, such as us humans, are in-
creasingly being threatened so that, 
for instance, there are many fewer 
birds than there used to be. And not 
only are the changes happening, but 
the speed at which they're coming is 
increasing. It's like we're driving a 
car towards a cliff and, even though 
many can see it, we're not hitting the 
brakes but stepping on the gas.
Tipping points are kicking in. This 

 

  There is something creating our 
material world. The incredible beau-
ty and complexity of things seems 
to me to be saying something. Our 
technology also is incredibly com-
plex and, if you think about it, beau-
tiful. That there is a massive amount 
of change going on at this point in 
Earth's history is not a bad thing. 
Yes, the ecosystem is collapsing. 
Yes, the climate is changing. Yes, 
the planet is warming. No, we are 
not, on the whole, solving the prob-
lems.
   The rainforest, described as the 
lungs of the Earth because of the 
amount of our oxygen that is made by 
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Lena Chen: Complicated labor of 
love

When Lena Chen heard about the 
Atlanta shootings, it felt like every-
thing collapsed. She had been coping 
with the high expectations of gradu-
ate school — the intense pace it re-
quired. But then, for days after hear-
ing the news, she canceled meetings. 
She emailed her professors to say 
she could not go to class. She hung 
out with a friend, who is Korean, and 
together they ate Korean food. Chen 
made a Chinese dish. And they sat on 
her back patio, talked and journaled. 
She sees so many parallels between 
her story, her mother’s story and the 
stories of the victims in Atlanta.
   “I'm a sex worker. I’m Asian Amer-
ican. I'm the daughter of immigrants. 
I’m a trauma survivor. What happened 
in Atlanta touches upon various as-
pects of my identity,” she said. “Some 
immigrants are working in dangerous 
environments with fear of arrest or 
deportation all while trying to support 
their families,” Chen said. Chen’s 
mother went to graduate school for 
environmental science in China, but 
when she moved to the United States, 
she took up different kinds of jobs 
like working in restaurants, laundro-
mats and hotels. Chen is an artist with 
work that touches on gender, sexuali-
ty, technology and labor — though it 
doesn’t solely pay the bills. Her moth-
er helped her pay rent and for other 
basic necessities, though Chen did 
not want to rely on her mother as she 
pursues her master's degree at Carne-
gie Mellon University. “When I came 
back to the states, I did start stripping, 
partly because I didn’t want to rely 
on my mother supporting me through 
graduate school,” she said.
    Before the pandemic, Chen said, 
she could make the same amount 
of money stripping in one weekend 
compared to a month's worth of art. 
The connection between the labor she 
puts in and the sacrifices her moth-
er made so Chen could be an artist 
is one she does not take for granted. 
“She could have stayed in China and 
become, like, an environmental sci-
entist,” Chen said. “That's what she 
studied, but she chose to leave China 
and because she chose to leave China, 
I can go to school and be an artist and 
study gender and sexuality and make 
crazy art.”
    When people discuss violence 
against Asian women, Chen said it 
is important to see the connection 
between labor and the history of vi-
olent racism in the United States. She 
points to the exploitation of Chinese 

labor in the 19th century because the 
workforce was considered cheap and 
useful, until it was not. And she points 
to the 1982 murder of Vincent Chin 
in Detroit by white men who, despite 
Chin being Chinese, blamed Japan for 
the loss of American auto jobs. “It’s 
a repetition of stuff that has already 
happened in history, like a million 
times. So it's not new,” she said.
To help the community heal and re-
cover after the Atlanta shooting, 
Chen helped put on an event with Sex 
Workers Outreach and other AAPI 
artists called “Rest: A Day of Healing 
& Art.” “It was a good opportunity for 
a lot of people to be in a setting where 
they were with community,” she said, 
emphasizing that there is time for 
protest and time to heal with activities 
like yoga. “It’s important to have a 
balance. Sometimes the rallies, there 
is a lot of anger and activity, which is 
super necessary. But you have to also 
have a balance with something more 
calm and more soothing.”

Tyler Phan: A family legacy

The tension toward Asian Americans 
is nothing new — after all, the Chi-
nese Exclusion Act wasn’t repealed 
until 1943. But Tyler Phan felt it had 
heightened during the rise of Trump-
ism. In 2018, Phan was driving to 
drop off his son at daycare in the 
North Side. After waiting for a bit at 
a green light, he honked his horn to 
alert the driver in front of him to turn. 
A white man got out of his car and 
started punching Phan’s car window 
and yelling racial slurs. “Then the 
next thing I knew when I was look-
ing forward, he aimed his pistol at me, 
and he was about to shoot me,” Phan 
said. His son, sitting in the backseat, 
began to flail, and the man — seeing 
the young boy in the back — ran back 
to his car and drove off.
From small microaggressions — like 
white men explaining religions that 
Phan has extensively studied and 
personally lived by — to the phys-
ical threat to his safety, the 35-year-
old is well aware of how he is seen. 
“The white gaze of how they perceive 
Asian-American men have always 
been subservient. We're always below 
white men,” Phan said. Phan, who is 
a visiting anthropology lecturer at the 
University of Pittsburgh, speaks open-
ly about his own experiences dealing 
with oppressive issues like white su-
premacy, racism and classism.
     Pittsburgh has several ethnic Asian 
communities, including Vietnamese, 
Chinese and Thai. They each navigate 
racism from others all while dealing 
with being stripped of their identi-

ties and lumped into one category 
— Asian. At the same time, the many 
universities and colleges in the city do 
not have a dedicated Asian American 
studies program, something Phan ad-
vocates for at Pitt. Phan has had stu-
dents come up and talk about how it 
felt to have a professor discuss code 
switching. In his Asian medical sys-
tems class, it is common for students 
to talk about how parents recommend 
traditional herbs. In March, Phan 
spoke up at one of the anti-Asian hate 
rallies in Oakland, partly as an exam-
ple for his 6-year-old son, Ashoka. 
“My son has to see me stick up for his 
future,” Phan said.
     Advocating for change began back 
when Phan was 16, he said. His fa-
ther, a union steward at General Elec-
tric, used to take him to union rallies. 
He also shared Buddhism with Phan 
by gifting him with a statue. And part 
of the religion to stick up for others 
stayed with Phan. “You have an ob-
ligation being born into this world to 
help and protect others,” he said. And 
now with his son, Phan is open and 
honest about inequalities and being 
marginalized. He reckons that sugar-
coating a different reality for Ashoka 
would be a lie. “I’d rather prepare him 
now, and he has the tools and knows 
how to deal with those situations now 
than when he's grown up and not 
knowing how to navigate any of these 
things.”
     And part of that reality is acknowl-
edging the cross sections of his iden-
tities and his own family history. It 
means responding to the intergener-
ational trauma and asking the ques-
tion: How can we actually heal? “I'm 
going to be 36 years old. I'm a single 
dad. I'm a professor. I come from a 
working class family of Vietnamese 
immigrants who came to this country 
with $1,” he said. “I know the realities 
of living in this country as an Asian 
American.”

Karen Enomoto: Rooted issues of 
anti-Asian racism

Karen Enomoto, a first-generation 
Asian American, has participated in 
advocacy work since her freshman 
year at the University of Pittsburgh. 
As a pre-law junior, she commonly 
talks about making policy and politics 
more personal and inclusive, in and 
out of her classes. Part of her moti-
vation comes from wanting to make 
the Asian community better informed 
on social causes and the root causes 
of discrimination. “If we have oppres-
sion running within our circles, there 
can be no collective action against the 
bigger problems of heteropatriarchy 

and white supremacy,” Enomoto said, 
referring to issues like anti-Blackness 
and homophobia within Asian com-
munities. “A lot of my work has been 
focused on making sure that our com-
munity is a safer place and a place 
that can be more productive.”
    At Pitt, Enomoto helped put to-
gether workshops and panels that get 
at the heart of issues of xenophobia, 
racism and anti-Asian violence, now 
serving as advocacy chair of the Asian 
Student Alliance. With the increased 
attention on hate crimes against 
Asian Americans, Enomoto said it is 
crucial that people understand how 
anti-Asian violence is connected to 
larger problems of white supremacy, 
classism and misogyny. But she feels 
the media, universities and politicians 
often miss those connections. For 
example, Enomoto underscores the 
connection between oppressive acts 
against the Asian American commu-
nity and the history of legislation like 
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, 
which restricted immigration from 
China. The “model minority” stereo-
type is also harmful because it cre-
ates a misleading image of the Asian 
Americans by focusing on the most 
well-off communities, at the expense 
of other minority groups. “It ignores 
all the refugees that had to come here 
because of American imperialism and 
interventionism,” Enomoto said.
    It is also important to see why peo-
ple have rallied together and attended 
protests with signs in support of the 
Asian community — an opportunity 
to hear from many different per-
spectives. Though the work can be 
rewarding, she sometimes has to take 
a step back and take time to heal. In 
a recent online workshop, Enomoto 
had a chance to decompress from the 
dire news about elderly Asian Amer-
icans being attacked by focusing 
on her own emotions. “I think that, 
for me, having that space was really 
good,” she said. “Allowing myself to 
be able to step back and kind of talk 
about myself in a more vulnerable 
way than just strictly talking policy.” 

Clarification (4/20/2021): This story 
has been updated to clarify Lena 
Chen's living expenses and the orga-
nizers she worked with for A Day of 
Healing and Art.

Naomi Harris covers higher educa-
tion at PublicSource, in partnership 
with Open Campus. She can be 
reached at naomi@publicsource.org.

This article was originally published 
via PublicSource on April 20, 2021.
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Abriola’s Auto Parts......................................................(412) 421-8100
Allegheny Fence............................................................(412) 421-6005
Automotive Medic........................................................(412) 422-2886
Brad Rosen Landscaping.............................................(412) 421-4330
C&D’s Kitchen...............................................................(412) 224-2658
Carpets & Things..........................................................(412) 401-8049
Christian Cleaning Services........................................(412) 781-5989
Colwell Automotive......................................................(412) 422-2658
Community Kitchen Pittsburgh.................................(412) 246-4736
Dylamato’s Market........................................................(412) 521-1351
Easy Does it Lawn Care...............................................(412) 708-3586
Elevationz:  MoNae’s Hair Studio , Killa Kutz , New 2 You     &

The Diamond Room...................................................(412) 235-7033 
Elizabeth Pharmacy......................................................(412) 421-0114
Elmer Herman Funeral Home....................................(412) 521-2768
Floriated Interpretations..............................................(412) 607-7886
General Contractor - Mike Lignini............................(412) 600-1969
Graphics 22 Signs, Inc..................................................(412) 422-1125
Gray’s Tidy Up Services...............................................(412) 819-5597
Greenfield Jewelers.......................................................(412) 904-3589
Halbleib’s Auto Body....................................................(412) 422-4665
Hazelwood Family Health Center..............................(412) 422-9420
Inspirational Wear.......................................................(412) 218-4782
Italian Village Pizza......................................................(412) 521-1900
Marks Fantastic Photos................................................(412) 403-9247
MDT Home Remodeling & Repair............................(412) 467-9577
Jimmy Cohen Plumbing,Heating and Mechanical..(412) 421-2208
John D. O’Connor & Son Funeral Home..................(412) 521-8116
Jozsa Corner Hungarian Restaurant..........................(412) 422-1886
K & M Clean Fix LLC (Handyman Services).............(937) 369-8364
K & T Cleaning..............................................................(412) 337-7903
Key Bank ........................................................................(412) 422-7420
Kruszka’s Auto................................................................(412) 521-8911
La Gourmandine............................................................(412) 291-8146
Lytle Cafe........................................................................(412) 421-4881
Odell Minniefield Construction and Services.............(412) 421-6662
Phyl’s Cleaning and De’cor............................................(412) 708-3586
The Pittsburgh Stop........................................................(412) 969-7488
Reed’s Sweet Treats.........................................................(412) 449-9338
Renee’ Roma Personal Training....................................(412) 443-6957
Rite Aid............................................................................(412) 421-6948
Smuts Brothers Debris Removal...................................(412) 512-7739
We Care Chiropractic.....................................................(412)-521-8890
Webster Electric..............................................................(412)-290-1112

Want your business listed for FREE?
Call 412-421-7234 or email skanar@hazelwoodinitiative.org

Support Your
Local businesses 

May 2021
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Real Estate Marketing Lessons Learned During Covid That Will 
Remain Useful Post-Pandemic

By Julie & Ted Block

  Spring of 2020 was a season of con-
stant change. As the pandemic hit our 
region, guidelines seemed to change 
by the minute, and as real estate 
agents, we were forced to adapt our 
workflow for marketing and show-
ing houses to help people continue 
reaching their goals while staying 
safe. Julie’s mom helped sew masks 
for us during the mask shortage, and 
we waited for weeks for our supply 
of gloves, Lysol, and booties to be 
delivered. As we cautiously eased 
back into showing houses again, we 
learned a lot about emerging tech and 
were able to add some great tools 
to our toolkit that empowered us to 
help both buyers and sellers. While 
we won’t miss masks hiding people’s 
smiles when they find a house they 
love, there are plenty of lessons we 
learned from Covid that we hope to 
keep long after the pandemic is be-
hind us.

3D Walkthroughs: We invested in 
3D walkthrough equipment last year, 
and it’s something we’ll continue to 
use well into the future. By taking 
3D snapshots of every room in your 
home, potential buyers can explore 
your home in their phone or laptop 

across town without 
driving all over the 
city. 

Virtual Consulta-
tions: Our favorite 
place to meet new 
clients will always 
be a local coffee 
shop, but when we 
were forced to find 
creative ways to 
connect, it became 
common for us to 
start a buyer or sell-
er’s journey through 
a Zoom call instead. 
This was especially 
helpful with clients 
relocating from across the country, 
and it also offered us more flexibili-
ty in scheduling. While we still look 
forward to meeting at local business-
es again in the near future, we’ll be 
sure to keep virtual consultations as 
a convenient option moving forward 
and will just have to pour our own cup 
of joe!

Planning Ahead: Covid certainly 
threw us a few curve balls last year, 
but we’ve adapted at every stage, and 
the lessons we’ve learned will be in-
valuable moving forward. If you have 

browser. These 3D walkthroughs 
eliminate excessive foot traffic 
through your house while potential-
ly increasing the number of people 
who ultimately see it. When marketed 
properly, a 3D walkthrough can reach 
significantly more potential buyers 
than a traditional open house, opening 
the door for multiple offers! That’s a 
benefit that will continue long after 
Covid is gone.

Virtual Tours: Over the last year, 
we’ve worked with numerous buy-
ers who have enjoyed guided tours of 
homes all around Pittsburgh from the 
comfort of their living room couch, 
while we use our cameras inside the 
houses. These tours can be in an open 
house setting, where we share a Zoom 
link and potential buyers can eas-
ily drop in while we use our special 
camera equipment. We systematically 
move through each room and high-
light everything. Since you’re not 
actually stepping foot into the room 
with the ability to hone in on specific 
elements, you could potentially miss 
smaller details like dents in a door-
frame or a faint stain on the carpet. 
Since virtual tours don’t require any 
traveling on your part, they’re espe-
cially useful for folks who are mov-
ing to Pittsburgh or who want to move 

concerns about selling during Covid, 
contact us at theblocks@blocksinthe-
burgh.com.

This article is an excerpt from a blog 
post on Julie and Ted’s website. You 
can read the complete version at 
www.blocksintheburgh.com.
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Mother's Day Gifts and Celebration During the Pandemic
By Gerri Tipton

    Mother’s Day: the one day out of 
the year where you can show your 
mom a little extra love and appre-
ciation on the day that was created 
for her. A typical Mother’s Day cel-
ebration is spent going to brunches, 
dinners, a special event, or even 
having a gathering for family mem-
bers. But this year it may be a little 
bit different.
    It’s no surprise that due to Covid, 
businesses have been put on capaci-
ty restrictions. Although the capaci-
ty of gatherings and local restaurants 
has increased to 75%, some people 
still may feel a bit uneasy going out 
to public places. And, since Moth-
er’s Day is in May, the weather is 
expected to be nice, which could 
mean crowds and wait times in 
restaurants can become larger and 
longer. If you are one of those peo-
ple who want to avoid the crowds 
and wait times, there are plenty of 
of other ways you can celebrate.
    One way is to host a brunch or 
dinner. Small gatherings of family 
or friends are okay to have if ev-
eryone is vaccinated. Before the 

pandemic, my friend’s mom would 
have a Mother’s Day cookout in her 
backyard with a few close friends 
and family members. I feel that 
home gatherings are more personal 
and intimate than the typical going 
out to a restaurant gathering because 
you’re around your loved ones, 
cooking food from the heart and 
having some good laughs right in 
the comfort of your own home—not 
to mention, it’s cheaper than going 
out to eat. However, virtual gather-
ings have been the new norm when 
it comes to connecting with people. 
Zoom and Google Duo are the vir-
tual app gurus of the year when it 
comes to meetings and keeping in 
touch with your loved ones. This 
is also a safe way to celebrate with 
your mother, especially if she’s in 
a facility where they cannot accept 
visitors.
    As for Mother’s Day gifts, it’s 
never too late for some spring clean-
ing. Surprise mom with a bucket of 
cleaning supplies and help clean her 
home. Now I know this may not be 
the most exciting gift but help with 
housework—and a side of decorat-
ing and reorganizing—might get 

one more chore checked off her 
to-do list. Plus, she will be very 
thankful and appreciative for your 
services. If your mom is into plants 
and gardening, a good gift would 
be buying her some plants for her 
yard. Surprise her with a cute bas-
ket full of plants, gloves, plant food, 
gardening tools, and help make her 
dream garden come to life. Taking a 
stroll on the trail followed by a nice 
picnic lunch is another good way to 
celebrate. While it is still intimate, 
you get to enjoy the weather while 
remaining socially distanced.
    There are plenty of inexpensive 
gift ideas you can give your mom 
for Mother’s Day. Although I al-
ways give my mom flowers, I want-
ed to try something a bit different 
and more creative. A gift basket idea 
is always the best go-to. You can get 
cute baskets from Target, Walmart, 
or even the Dollar Tree, and fill 
them up with goodies like cookies, 
candles, make-up products, coffee, 
stuffed animals, and more. The ideas 
are endless, and that is what makes 
gift baskets so fun.
    If you don’t have time to go out 
and buy mom a gift, a gift card can 

always suffice. The only thing I 
would do differently is, instead of 
buying a card from the store, make 
your own. Yes, you got that right; 
we’re bringing it back to elementary 
school days where you had to make 
a homemade Mother’s Day card out 
of colored construction paper. Your 
mom will appreciate your creativity 
and sense of humor from making the 
card on your own.
    A gift idea I love even more than 
gift baskets is a personalized picture 
frame. One year, I gifted my mom 
with a picture frame with different 
pictures of me, her and my sib-
lings. I printed out the pictures from 
Walmart and bought the frame there 
for around $10. This keepsake is 
something that your mom can have 
hanging up on her wall that will for-
ever keep a smile on her face. What-
ever you do for Mother’s Day, make 
sure that it is special for the woman 
you love

Memorial Day Recipe: Stuffed Foil Pockets
By Gerri Tipton

     Memorial Day is the first holiday of the year to kick of the summer 
season. Your menu may consist of burgers and hotdogs, baked beans, 
corn, and linguine as your sides, and some cocktails to wash it all down. 
One of my favorite things to make are foil pockets on the grill. I’ve seen 
this recipe on YouTube, and you can also make them in the oven. Of 
course, the grill is preferable so that you get a nice, bold chargrilled flavor 
as the juices from the inside cook and marinate slowly into your indigents. 
You can put whatever you want in your foil pockets, but what I see people 
use the most is a protein (like chicken, shrimp or sausage) some veggies 
like corn, potatoes, peppers and onions, and a little butter for flavoring. 
Depending on how many you want to cook for you or your guests, I 
suggest prepping all of your ingredients the night before so that the next 
day you can just place them in your foil. Below is the recipe I used when I 
made them myself.

Ingredients:

- 1 pack of kielbasa (or whichever meat/protein you prefer)
- 1 onion
- 1 green pepper
- 1 red pepper
- 4 large potatoes
- half cup of minced garlic
- 6 small ears of corn
- half stick of butter
- salt and pepper to taste
- aluminum foil

Instructions:

- Chop up your meat and vegetables into small portions. Separate 
each ingredient into different bowls. This will make it easier to go 
back and forth when you distribute them into the foil. 

- Cut a piece of foil big enough to put your ingredients inside and 
still be able to close it. Place the ingredients onto the middle of the 
foil and cut a small piece of butter to place on top. Sprinkle a little 
bit of the minced garlic on top of the butter with salt and pepper to 
taste. 

- Next, take a spoon and mix it around a bit in the foil (don’t over 
mix it to where the butter is smashed. This is just to get the salt, 
pepper and garlic mixed in). When finished, fold the foil over from 
left to right, then take the top and fold it over the middle. Do the 
same with the bottom piece. Repeat this process with however many 
foil pockets you want to make. 

- Place the foil pockets on the grill and cook for 15 minutes. When 
the foil pockets are finished cooking, carefully remove them from 
the grill with a large pair of tongs and place on a cookie sheet. After 
cooling for a few minutes, open up the foil pockets of goodness and 
enjoy.
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Dear Friends,

    As I complete my 40th year of 
pharmacy practice, and my 14th 
year of business at Murray Avenue 
Apothecary, I am looking back at 
my pharmacy journey and living in 
Greenfield for the past 26 years. I 
have pharmacy in my blood. I grew 
up in my Dad’s pharmacy. I took my 
first steps there and started working 
there when I was only 10, standing 
on a milk crate at the candy counter! 
His pharmacy was part of the clas-
sic lineup of small family operated 
businesses: independent pharmacy, 
hardware store, beauty parlor, ice 
cream shop, and coin operated laun-
dromat.
    Greenfield, Squirrel Hill, and Ha-
zelwood are made up of many fam-
ily operated and owned businesses 
too. I graduated from the University 
of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy 
in 1981. I met my husband of 40 
years, Barry Merenstein (co-owner 
of 20/20 Opticians with his brother 
Evan) in my freshman year. Our kids 
and their spouses live in Greenfield 

and Wilkinsburg, and work in the 
city. Our son, Hersh, works for the 
Mayor and he and his wife Hillary 
are proud dog parents. Our daugh-
ter Shannon owns Hatch and The 
Creativity Project, and her husband 
Cole works at Intertek. We have two 
incredible grandkids ages 6 and 3! 
We are so blessed!
     Before opening Murray Avenue 
Apothecary, I had always worked 
at independent pharmacies. I felt a 
kinship and learned so much about 
“real life” pharmacy and people. I 
do not believe in the one-size-fits-
all philosophy—we are all individ-
uals. My last independent pharmacy 
job was at Community Drug where 
I was working on the prescription 
counter until the day our compound-
ing pharmacist quit. My boss asked 
me to work in the compounding 
lab in the basement—the ceilings 
were low, even for a short girl like 
me! Seven years later, in May 2007, 
I was armed with compounding 
knowledge: bioidentical hormones, 
dermatology, vet, and hair loss com-
pounds, and many novel formulas I 
developed myself. I had a thriving 
consultation practice where I coun-
seled hundreds of people in nutrition 
and hormone balancing and decided 
to buy the Community Drug Com-
pounding lab and open Murray Av-
enue Apothecary, right on Murray 
Avenue across from the Greenfield 
Giant Eagle. 
      Owning a business in Greenfield 
means so much more than anyone 
could imagine. The neighborhood 

is filled with friendly people who 
know you by name. A friendly greet-
ing means the world to me. It’s a 
wonderful place to live and work—a 
very friendly neighborhood in a big 
city with a small-town feel. I consid-
er MAA a patient-centered practice 
and a neighborhood place for people 
to learn about health, have custom 
compounds made for them, and buy 
pharmacist-picked supplements like 
high-quality CBD and much more! 
When Covid hit, I sadly closed my 
pharmacy lobby to the public (in 
March 2020) and had to completely 
change my business model to mail 
order and curbside pickup. I miss 
everyone! Our loyal clients changed 
with us, and their support and trust 
build my spirit daily during a horri-
ble time in our nation’s history. I am 
forever grateful to them.
    We spiffed up our websites: www.
MAApgh.com, www.LabNatu-
ralsCBD.com, www.LabNaturalsS-
kincare.com, and the new www.
GlutathionePharmacist.com so that 

everything you used to see in the 
store is available online. My Dad’s 
picture sits on the shelf opposite 
my desk, and I can hear him: “Are 
you taking care of your clients and 
employees? Are you treating every-
one fairly? Does your job bring you 
joy?” The answer to all of the above 
is “yes!” I love coming to work daily 
and my staff is awesome and help-
ful, but what do I love about Murray 
Avenue Apothecary and LabNatu-
rals the most? Our clients!

Thank you for your love and sup-
port.

I have so much to be grateful for,
Susan

Susan Merenstein, 
Pharmacist/Owner
Murray Avenue Apothecary
Susan@maapgh.com

A Pharmacist’s Roots: Celebrating 40 Years of Pharmacy Practice
May 2021

Rosemary Crawford for Judge

Rosemary Crawford, an award winning attorney with over 
31 years of legal experience. 

Currently, there is only one black female judge in the 
Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas. If elected, 
Rosemary will become the first African American female 
elected to the bench in Allegheny County in this century. 

Rosemary has the experience, commitment to public service, 
socio-economic justice, pro bona service, fairness, equality, 
integrity, and temperament that make her the most qualified 
candidate. 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Rosemary Crawford

Elect Rosemary Crawford
Court of Common Pleas Judge, Allegheny County.  

31 Years Experience, Honest & Fair.  
No. 24  on the Ballot
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The UPMC Living-at-Home Program is a 
geriatric care management program.

• Comprehensive in-home assessment

• Free to eligible seniors 70 or older who 
   live in one of 23 surrounding Pittsburgh 
   neighborhoods

For more information, call 412-723-6200 
or visit UPMC.com/livingathome.

UPMC LIVING-AT-HOME 
PROGRAM

Coordinated Care 
Helping Seniors 
Stay Healthy at Home

2270_CPS516674_living_home_ad_8x5_HH.indd   12270_CPS516674_living_home_ad_8x5_HH.indd   1 8/3/20   4:49 PM8/3/20   4:49 PM

MAY EVENTS 05 | 2021

TUESDAY, 
MAY 18TH 

/
— 
COFFEE & 
CONVERSATIONS 

Join us for an intimate morning sit down 
with key industry leaders for a chat 
around tech and entrepreneurship in 
Pittsburgh.
-
Location: The Woods House

SATURDAY, 
MAY 8TH 

/
— 
HAZELWOOD GREEN 
PLAZA GRAND OPENING

Help us celebrate the official opening of 
the Hazelwood Green Plaza with a 
historical walking tour, games, treats & 
more.
-
Location: Hazelwood Green Plaza

EVERYONE WELCOME, COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
ENCOURAGED.| RSVP: HAZELWOODLOCAL.EVENTBRITE.COM 

FRIDAY, 
MAY 28TH 

/
— 
MOVIE NIGHT ON THE 
LAWN

Everyone’s welcome for our very first 
community movie night with Row 
House Cinema! Picnics, blankets, and 
family fun welcome.
-
Location: Hazelwood Green Plaza

WEDNESDAY, 
MAY 19TH 

/
— 
COMMUNITY ACTION 
TEAM MEETING #6

Free meet-up to discuss ideas for 
upcoming programming & initiatives.
-
Location: Virtual

EMERGENCY RENTAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(ERAP)

DON'T GET EVICTED! GET HELP!

https://covidrentrelief.alleghenycounty.us/

For more neighborhood housing and event info visit

https://hazelwoodinitiative.org or follow us on Facebook.

Phone: (412) 421-7234.

W-2 or 1040 or 1099 tax forms, paystubs
SSI or Unemployment determination letter
Lease agreement signed by landlord and tenant
Utility bills and statement of back-owed rent

Rental and utility assistance is now available for those
who have suffered a loss of income, OR increased expenses
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. (Ex: higher utility bills
because you are home all day>)

Up to 12 months of late rent payments and 3 months
of future payments can be made--typically within 2 weeks
of application. You must apply online. 

If you don't have a computer or mobile device, you can go to a drop-
in center or make an appointment for a phone intake (slightly slower)
by calling Action Housing at (412) 248-0021.

You do not need to be a citizen. Interpretation services
available. A social security number is not required.

Documents needed:
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By Julie Block

AFTER WORK HIKE

Join us for a Friday evening hike with Outdoor
Afro on May 14th. We'll meet at the trailhead at
top of Elizabeth St. at 5:30pm. MASKS REQUIRED.

tinyurl.com/HZAfroHike514

GREENWAY
HIKE 5/14

Reader Call: The Six-Word Challenge 
 
The concept of distilling a story or poem down to a mere six words has existed for several 
decades, with the first well-known example being attributed to Ernest Hemingway in the 
1920's (though there is no official record). For years, Pittsburgh writer Eric Boyd wrote one 
or more six-word pieces a day, often by request. People wrote in with long, complicated 
prompts or real-life experiences they wanted to see condensed into six words. Sometimes 
these were philosophical or deeply personal, sometimes they were downright absurd. 
 
Readers of The Homepage are now invited to participate!  
Please email editor@hazelwoodinitiative.org with your poems, prompts, challenges,  
or real-world scenarios to be turned into a six-word story/poem.  
 
Check out our latest prompt submissions and poems created by local writers!  
 
This month’s prompts: Write a 6-word poem about… 
 

• An apology you may never receive 
• Sounds that emerge at dusk 
• Maintaining hope 

 
 
I see now, you were right. 
 
Critters get brave, food they crave 
 
It is well with my soul. 
 

—Miss Bea 
 
 
Never a kind word, you're absurd.   
 
Whistling breeze. rustling leaves, at ease. 
 
Look forward. Happiness to be rewarded. 
 

—MaryAnn Majcher 

 
 
 
 
Forgive and forget; 
In God's hands. 
 
Symphony of: 
Bullfrogs croaking, 
Crickets chirping! 
 
Trust and believe, 
God will relieve! 
 

—Sgt. “J”

 Here are prompts for next month’s issue! Please submit your work by May 15th   
 
Write a 6-word poem about: 
 

• Camping 
• Vines overtaking a forest  
• Reconnecting with loved ones post-vaccination 

 

517 Greenfield Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

StrongerNow follows a COVID-19 safety protocol. Masks are required.

UPCOMING CLASSES FOR WOMEN

May 22

Level 2 Dumbbell Training
w/Mindy McHale, CPT

Yoga & Mobility Workshop
w/Chloe Wickstrom, RYT

Saturday 9:30-10:45am 
$30 early bird, $35 after May 1
Max 6 participants 

May 15 

Saturday 9-11 am
$35 early bird, $40 after May 1
Max 4 participants 

June 5 

Beginner Dumbbell Training
w/Mindy McHale, CPT 

Saturday, 9-11 am
$35 early bird, $40 after May 20
Max 4 participants  

Strength training, yoga and mindful
movement to help you get the most out of

every workout and everyday activities. 

StrongerNow
Women's Wellness

More info and registration at
www.strongernowstudio.com
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Reader Call: The Six-Word Challenge 
 
The concept of distilling a story or poem down to a mere six words has existed for several 
decades, with the first well-known example being attributed to Ernest Hemingway in the 
1920's (though there is no official record). For years, Pittsburgh writer Eric Boyd wrote one 
or more six-word pieces a day, often by request. People wrote in with long, complicated 
prompts or real-life experiences they wanted to see condensed into six words. Sometimes 
these were philosophical or deeply personal, sometimes they were downright absurd. 
 
Readers of The Homepage are now invited to participate!  
Please email editor@hazelwoodinitiative.org with your poems, prompts, challenges,  
or real-world scenarios to be turned into a six-word story/poem.  
 
Check out our latest prompt submissions and poems created by local writers!  
 
This month’s prompts: Write a 6-word poem about… 
 

• An apology you may never receive 
• Sounds that emerge at dusk 
• Maintaining hope 

 
 
I see now, you were right. 
 
Critters get brave, food they crave 
 
It is well with my soul. 
 

—Miss Bea 
 
 
Never a kind word, you're absurd.   
 
Whistling breeze. rustling leaves, at ease. 
 
Look forward. Happiness to be rewarded. 
 

—MaryAnn Majcher 

 
 
 
 
Forgive and forget; 
In God's hands. 
 
Symphony of: 
Bullfrogs croaking, 
Crickets chirping! 
 
Trust and believe, 
God will relieve! 
 

—Sgt. “J”

 Here are prompts for next month’s issue! Please submit your work by May 15th   
 
Write a 6-word poem about: 
 

• Camping 
• Vines overtaking a forest  
• Reconnecting with loved ones post-vaccination 

 

FREE TO
Connect your student with the remote learning support and 
homework help that they need to succeed. Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh is your source for resources for learners of all ages 
and unique needs. Our learning support meets you wherever you 
are... online, by phone, text or in-person.

CLP – Homework Help/Learning Support
Call: 412-622-3114
Text: 412-775-3900
carnegielibrary.org/kids-teens 

FREE TO THE PEOPLE

discover   learn   CONNECT   succeed

ELEVATIONZ

 4 9 4 4  S E C O N D  A V E N U E ,
P I T T S B U R G H ,  P A ,  1 5 2 0 7

 M o N a e ' s  H a i r  S t u d i o
 

K i l l a  K u t z  ( B a r b e r s h o p )
 

T h e  G l a m  R o o m  ( l a s h e s  a n d  b r o w s )
 

 N e w  2  Y o u  ( r e s a l e  s h o p )
 

 a n d
 

 t h e  D i a m o n d  R o o m  ( e v e n t  r o o m )
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The Preferred Realty
412-521-5500

City of Pittsburgh Regional Office  •  5801 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217  •  At the corner of Forbes & Murray

#1 REAL ESTATE COMPANY
IN HOME SALES

Emily Bua
  724-355-8981

Caroline Chaddad
203-435-0403

Kimberly Fulcher Lee
 814-254-5047

Brendan McKenzie
 412-427-9211

Michael Satira
 412-961-2897

 Tatjana Douglas
412-607-6152

Eleazer Gorenstein
732-261-3373 

Susan Cornetto
412-403-1983

Zack Cossick
724-331-4976

Joe Pegher
412-295-5275 

Ellen Livingston
412-670-1366

Eileen Doheny
412-759-7568

Berni Bishop Pirollo
412-638-1988

WE’RE HIRING!
THE BEST AGENTS WORK HERE AND 

SO SHOULD YOU!

Contact Shanna for more information

Shanna Chotiner
Associate Broker, Manager

We’re here for all your home buying and selling needs!


